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GET CASH

LCD Monitors Quad Core i7\Win 10 Tower Sell Us Your Stuff

FROM Touchscreen Laptop CASH ON

$39 $150 THE SPOT!

Same price online or in stores. In store pick up or next day (UPS Ground) delivery available.
You won't find these deals on Amazon or Ebay. Discount Electronics only sells direct.

4.7 *hkH* 94% Positive (955 reviews) discountelectronics.com/chronicle

N DISCOUNT
Ja=v ELECTRONICS RECYCLING

When it's time for your company to upgrade, Discount Electronics makes it easy to recycle your old
computer equipment. Unlike other recyclers, we pay you on the spot, and make it a quick and painless
transaction. We can help with all types of office equipment and even office furniture. If you have 10
to 1,000 pieces you need to dispose of, call Neo at 512-812-8080. discountelectronics.com/recycling
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THIS IS A PAID ADVERTISEMENT

“HE SAVED MY LIFE”

Austin resident Linda S. had been experiencing the painful side effects of
Peripheral Neuropathy. “My feet and legs were extremely painful and my
doctor told me there was nothing they could do. That | would have to take
Gabapentin for the rest of my life.” Then she met Dr. Brown.

Peripheral Neuropathy is the pain, discomfort
and numbness caused by nerve damage of the
peripheral nervous system. Linda explained
that daily tasks like opening doors and using
the bathroom were overwhelmingly painful.
“How can you live for the next 30 years when
you don’t even want to get out of bed to do
simple things?”

Linda hasn’t worn socks in five years and was
wearing shoes two sizes too big so that nothing
would ‘touch’ her feet. She was experiencing
the burning, numbness, tingling, and sharp
pains that those suffering from neuropathy
often describe. “The way that | would describe
it, it’s equivalent to walking on glass.”

Unfortunately Linda’s story is all too
familiar for the over 3 million people
suffering from Peripheral Neuropathy.

If you are unfortunate enough to be facing
the same disheartening prognosis, you’re not
sleeping at night because of the burning in
your feet. You have difficulty walking, shop-
ping, or doing any activity for more than 30
minutes because of the pain. You’re struggling
with balance and living in fear that you might
fall. Your doctor told you to ‘just live with the
pain’ and you’re taking medications that aren’t
working or have terrible side effects.

Fortunately, four months ago Linda read an
article about a new type of clinic in Austin
that works with difficult to treat cases such as

Peripheral Neuropathy suffers, without inva-
sive surgeries and medications.

Dr. Lucas Brown DACM, L.Ac, founder of
Rosedale Acupuncture & Wellness is using
the time-tested science of Acupuncture and
technology originally developed by NASA that
assists in increasing the blood flow and expe-
diting recovery and healing to treat this debili-
tating disease.

“Now when | go to bed at night | don’t
have those shooting pains. | don’t have
that burning sensation. | don’t have pain
coming up my legs,’ Linda enthusiastically
describes life after receiving treatment with
Lucas. “l can wear socks and shoes!”

Now Linda and her sister operate a successful
dog walking business, sometimes covering up
to 5 miles a day.

“It’s life altering. As far as I’m
concerned, Lucas saved my life!”

Dr. Brown has been helping the senior commu-
nity for over 10 years using cutting edge and
innovative integrative medicine. Specializing
in chronic pain cases, specifically those that
have been deemed ‘hopeless’ or ‘untreatable’,
he consistently generates unparalleled results.

What was once a missing link in senior health-
care is now easily accessible to the residents of
Austin and the surrounding area. If you missed

Visit www.rosedaleacuwell.com to learn more
and to take advantage of their New Patient Offer
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too many tee times because of pain or you’ve
passed on a hike in the greenbelt because
you’re afraid of falling, it is time to call Lucas
and his staff at Rosedale Acupuncture & Well-
ness Center.

It’s time you let your golden years
BE GOLDEN.

Dr. Brown is now accepting a limited amount
of new patients. In an effort to protect his
patients, both current and future, he has made
the difficult decision to limit the number of
patients seen in his clinic. Only 10 new neu-
ropathy patients will be accepted before the
end of June 2022,
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What to Expect When You’re Expecting a Disaster

In this week’s cover story, Lina Fisher
tackles two very serious threats keeping
local emergency planners up at night:
wildfire and flood. I asked Lina, a native
Austinite who writes frequently about envi-
ronmental and development issues, about
her experience reporting this story.

“I was struck by the omnipres-
ence of the risk, due to climate
change and the way the city has
been built. It intersects so much
with land development code.”
Lina pointed out that, though
code has been written to steer
future construction, “a lot of
these problems were created in the
Eighties,” mentioning subdivisions built
without evacuation routes in mind, or build-
ings constructed with flammable materials.

Lina told me the flood component of the
story required less work to report — Austin
has more experience with flooding, which
also means “we have a more robust system
in place for that” — but the fire reporting was
more labor-intensive, and that her findings
there were more dismaying.

SEEKING: MAJOR DONORS FOR DEVELOPMENT
Foundation Communities is seeking a final $30 million
in funding in order to enable construction on 1,000 new
affordable housing structures across eight properties.

WILL TRAVEL FOR SOUNDS Raoul Hernandez justifies
flying 1,500 miles to see the Mysterines.

BEST OF TEES AND TOTES celebrate the local
businesses, people, and places that make Austin the
best with a limited-edition Austin Chronicle “Best of
Austin” T-shirt or tote bag, now on sale at
austinchronicle.com/store.
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WEHAVE
AN ISSUE

BY KIMBERLEY
JONES

Her biggest takeaway? “It’s more about
preparation than actual response.” She
encouraged readers to take a look at the city
of Austin’s “What’s My Wildfire Risk?” map
(find that interactive map with her story
online at austinchronicle.com/news) and con-
sider ways you can make your home and
community safer, including becom-
ing a Firewise neighborhood.

O
A different kind of disaster,
an unnatural one, took place

Tuesday in Uvalde, Texas, when

19 children lost their lives after
a gunman opened fire in their
elementary school. There is a poison

here. How any sane person could look
at this state and this country’s epidemic of
mass shootings and think the answer is to
further loosen gun control laws is beyond
me. My heart goes out to the community of
Uvalde, and to every parent who knows not
even a school or a place of worship can offer
safe harbor for their child so long as the gun
lobby is steering the moral compass of our
elected leaders. |

Zilker Studios is one of eight proposed
affordable housing properties being
developed by Foundation Communities

CINE RETURNS TO CINEMAS Cine Las Americas :
International Film Festival announced the lineup for |
its June 8-12 festival. The long-running fest kicks off |
its return to in-theatre programming with opening 1
night film £/ Buen Patrén (The Good Boss), a |
Spanish comedy from Fernando Le6n de Aranoa. :

LIVE MUSIC THIS WEEK photographer David :
Brendan Hall rounds up his favorite shots from |
roadshows the Eagles, Phoebe Bridgers, 1
Megafauna, and more. |

WOLFF: “WACKY GAME” Austin FC mounted a

1
1
1
comeback against a nine-man Orlando City squadon |
Sunday to end the chaotic home game ina 2-2 draw. |

1

1

Everywhere you want to be in Austin: AUSTINCHRONICLE.COM/EVENTS
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THANK YOU, AUSTIN!

We did it again! — 3rd time in a row!
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Epic Fun - Eat. Play. Party!
Austin’s # 1 Venue for Family Fun
Active Play for Kids, Teens, and Adults

All-Day Fun @ Birthday Parties

Group Events ® Corporate Team
Building @ Field Trips @ Spirit Nights

Join us for our Summer Kick Off Party!
Friday May 27th, 3:30-7:30pm
DJ Trey Lopez aka Manolo Black, Magician,
Snowcone Truck, Bonus $5 Gamecard, Raffle to win
Xbox, Epic Fun Play Packages, Game Cards, & more!

@ Multi-sport simulator - golf, soccer, football,
basketball, hockey, baseball, zombie dodgeball, & more!
@ OMNI Arena - virtual reality adventure games
® Even more arcade games!

PARTY!

SUPPORT-FREE PRESS

Please consider supporting The Austin Chronicle. For just a few bucks, you can help us keep delivering the news.

THE AUSTIN
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Follow us on Facebook & Instagram @oatwillies Ki
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Feedback

LETTERS + COMMENTS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR must be signed
with full name and include daytime phone
number, full address, or email address.
Letters should be no longer than 300 words.

We reserve the right to edit all submissions.

FIGHT FOR EACH OTHER

Dear Editor,

Random gun violence in the USA is a *symp-
tom* of the disease. Our nation was founded
on genocide and racial violence. We are aggres-
sively patriarchal and deeply individualistic. We
glorify billionaires and look down on the poor.

USAmericans don’t learn the importance of
community, of solidarity, of helping our strug-
gling neighbors. We are taught to pull ourselves
up by our bootstraps, that crying is weakness,
and that our differences and disabilities are to
be mocked.

We live in a country that wages war all over
the world. We blindly support terrorist organiza-
tions like NATO, commit war crimes abroad, and
ignore the suffering and destruction left in our
path. Our local police departments carry weap-
ons of war on our streets. We glorify violence
and death. We allow our children to be radical-
ized online.

The taxes we pay to the USA get us nothing.
No health care. No jobs guarantee or living
wage. No affordable housing. Underfunded edu-
cation. Only more military. More police.
Overfunded prisons. Our entire system of gov-
ernment is oppressive and anti-democratic.

Letters may not be edited, added to, or
changed by sender once we receive them.

General email address: mail@austinchronicle.com
Letters online: austinchronicle.com/feedback

Mailing address: The Austin Chronicle,
PO Box 4189, Austin, TX 78765

This IS America. This is who we are. We built
this. We own this. We are unique in the world in
the horror that we inflict on ourselves and upon
others. We are never going to fix these specifi-
cally American problems without first taking a
real, long, honest look at our history.

We have to dismantle the systems of oppres-
sion our nation was founded on. This isn’t
something we can pray for. This isn’t something
we can fix by passing a bill or a reform. The ter-
ror is built into our system. To be rid of the ter-
ror, we must be rid of the system.

Talk to your neighbors and coworkers. Join a
union. Build community mutual aid and defense
organizations. Plant a community garden. Join a
revolutionary organization. Read the books they
told you not to read. We have to take care of
each other. We have to learn from each other.
We have to fight for each other.

Jen Wireman

by TOM TOMORROW

MORTALITY INCIDENT WHItH WAP-
PE.IHI T IWVOLVE FIREARMA!

IT5 RIDICULOUS To CRITICIZE

TI.II:KE.R CARLSON JUST BECAUSE
TIE "GREAT REPLACEMENT! THEORY

I# FREGUENTLY PROMOTES!

BESIPES, TUCKER'S MONOLOGUES
RRE HoT RACIST! THEY ALWAYS
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“siNcE1990 - - - www.PLANETKTEXAS.com -
USTIN LOCATIONS We would like to thank the Readers of the Austin Chronicle
CEDMR PARK YUY ¢ yoting Planet K as Austin’s Best Smoke Shop again!
A3y | pespARcH | 252-2080
1511 N. BELL BLYD = =
259-2222 ke DUVAL EXIT NORTH But we would like to remind everyone that

@ 302-9323 } @ iunvserc exir
COX PLAZA @ & 832-8544 WE ARE A GIFT STORE

IR L (il el M way more than just a smoke shop & easily fit into

3700 cuADALUPE @ @ 2409 MANOR RD

371-1920 X 474-2010 several categories including Best Adult Store,

S ma g e | — Garden Store, Toy Store & of course GIFT SHOP!!
ol ! We offer a great selection of Posters, Greeting Cards,

——— i<l W Gardening Supplies, Tie-Dye, Erotica, Spray Paint & Incense
BEE CAVE as well as our Pipes, Papers, Vaporizers, E-Cigs & Hemp products.

We look forward to heing the best part of

263-9945 STASSHE\' ?
e ooso _ B ONION CREEK : . :
191-9907..¢ ‘-5‘55"5‘3‘6‘3 Austin’s amazing community for another 30 years!
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“This is on you. Until you choose to do something about it, this will continue to happen.

— Beto O’Rourke, interrupting Gov. Greg Abbott’s press conference on the Uvalde school shooting

Somebody needs to stand up for the children of this state.”

JOHN ANDERSON

Travls County Judge Andy Brown
particularly enjoyed STAR Flight’s
new hellcopter May 19. Ascenslon
Texas CEO Andy Davis presented a
$10 milllon check to partner STAR
Flight and spoke on the importance
of emergency services as Travls
County’s population swells.

21 DEAD IN UVALDE A gunman armed with an automat-
ic rifle killed at least 19 children and two teachers at
Robb Elementary School in Uvalde on Tuesday.
GoFundMe has set up a central donation page for
family aid with verified campaigns at bit.ly/3z220wUz.
Statewide gun violence prevention nonprofit Texas Gun
Sense accepts donations at bit.ly/3MQizCX.

THE SHOW MUST GO ON ponald Trump is set to head-
line the National Rifle Association convention in
Houston this Friday. The NRA announced that he will be
joined “in a celebration of Second Amendment rights”
by Gov. Greg Abbott, Sen. John Cornyn, Sen. Ted Cruz,
though Cornyn has since dropped out.

d
il

-

+ SCHOOL BOARD BOILING POINT The Texas Association
: of School Boards severed its ties with the National
School Boards Association this week, following the

' discovery that the NSBA had been planning to ask the

+ White House to send soldiers to school board meetings
' to protect board members. That request never hap-
pened, but a September letter from NSBA did ask Biden
1 officials to investigate threats against trustees as terror-
ism, drawing instant Republican backlash.

: CHURCH COVER-UP A highly anticipated investigative
' report released on Sunday showed that leaders of the
Southern Baptist Convention for two decades hid

. allegations of sexual abuse rather than reporting
accusations to authorities or firing those responsible.

: The report pointed to Prestonwood Baptist in Plano
(Ken Paxton and Jeff Leach’s church) and its pastor,
. Jack Graham, as an example.

Neither Slumber Nor Sleep

We will be othered, threatened, vilified, even fired upon. We must not let it stop us.

In the 1941 Berlin telephone directory, my
grandfather, a doctor, is listed with a Star of
David next to his name. (He was also
required to list his middle name as
“Israel”; for women, it was “Sarah.”)
His own father, also a doctor, is no
longer listed, because he was
already in Nazi custody; he
would die later that year in
Minsk. But his mother had been
born a gentile — her maiden name
was in fact Braun - and so under
the Nuremberg Laws my grandfa-
ther was a “Mischling” - which is as
insulting as it sounds (“mongrel”) — and thus
not yet cast out of the quickly deteriorating
German state. His mother had converted,

kept kosher, and aligned herself as much as
possible with the Jewish community in
Berlin, which was not very Orthodox at all
and generally thought of itself as
German first. But none of this
mattered, as Hitler insisted Jews
must be a race unto themselves.
My grandfather survived a
different set of Nazi depreda-
tions - being arrested and sent
to the Russian front, where doc-
tors were badly needed - but sur-
vived until after the war, when the
Russians abducted all the doctors in
EastBerlin,broughtthemtoSachsenhausen
(the nearest concentration camp, which
they’d repurposed into their own prison),

AUSTIN
AT LARGE

BY MIKE CLARK-
MADISON

SAFER SIXTH: CHOOSE YOUR FIGHTER A memo

released last week by police Chief Joe Chacon and
Development Services Director Denise Lucas laid

out two options to improve safety on Sixth Street: a
$898,187 plan that would replace all existing cameras in
the district and add new cameras, and a $193,000 plan
that would just add cameras.

HOUSING IS VITAL Local nonprofit Project Transitions
announced a $3.5 million campaign Wednesday to develop
101 housing units exclusively for people with HIV. The HIV:

JANA BIRCHUM

and told them to stem a raging cholera epi- :
demic. They failed, and he died, and after .
that my family was Jewish no longer. There '

are only three of us left; I will allude in 3 . . )
passing to being of Jewish heritage but ngsmg IsV|!aI campmgnwﬂlsupplement [norethan$25
million in public funding to construct the projects.

mostly leave this story unsaid, because . . T T L T T L

X}:;rlil rﬁagf;;:;Snli‘;glEireoi,;;?lgs’i‘?éh;fr::\;? RESULTS ARE IN Atter election day Tuesday, races
those may be reading it now: some of those to watch [nclude Georgia governor, .WhIFh sees the
people could be Nazis themselves, if they De_mocratlc star Stacey Abrams against incumbent Gov.
had a mind to. + Brian Kemp. In Arkansas, Sen. John Boozman faces
i Democrat Natalie James, after Boozman made enemies
in the Trump base by refusing to help overturn the 2020
1 election. In Alabama’s Senate race, Democrat Will Boyd
will almost certainly face Katie Britt, who nearly won
1 outright but faces a run-off with U.S. Rep. Mo Brooks,
who was un-endorsed by private citizen Donald Trump.

MASS DEATH: JUST PART OF LIFE
I started writing this down for my col-
umn two weeks ago after the calamity in
Buffalo, inspired by “replacement theory”
CONTINUED ON P.10
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These are called Stolperstelne - “stumbling
blocks” - little brass plaques in the street that
serve as everyday memorlals at addresses In
Berlin and all over Europe where victims of Nazism
lived. This one Is for my great-grandfather.

WIKIMEDIA USER OTFW (CC BY-SA 3.0)

AUSTIN AT LARGE CONTINUED FROM P.8

bullshit that is just as cracked and as
repulsive and yet as insidious as the
Nuremberg Laws. Remember, Hitler genu-
inely believed this stuff; he was also con-
vinced that all-powerful Jews controlled
the United States and was shocked that
America entered the war, even after Pearl
Harbor. We know beyond a doubt that the
Buffalo shooter’s “doctrine” — and the cor-
ollary doctrine that all Americans, but
really just themselves, should be armed
and dangerous - is at the same time totally
unacceptable to believe and act upon in a
civilized society, and championed by a
major U.S. political party and its reaction-
ary media propaganda machine. All that
varies is how far members of Fox News
Nation, with what power they have, are
willing to go to act upon what they believe.
If they genuinely don’t believe it, and are
just riding the train to get to political
power faster, then they are running out of
time to jump off before it derails.

People think I'm too hopeful about the
darkness that lies before us, that it’s just
not possible any more to see a way out back
into the light. One reason for that is that I
also try to act on my beliefs, which include
the existence of a loving and providential
God, which means hope is not optional. But
on the secular level of the news of the week,
rather than saying I have hope, I more want
you to know that I see opportunity. That is
because while the people lined up on the
wrong side of history, of justice, and of truth
may project fearsome power, they are in
reality very weak, stupid, corrupt, decadent,
and soft. That is why they want to rig the
rules to keep themselves in power and to
take power away from you.

It vexes me more every day when I hear
the Democratic message machine — which is
so much less effective than its fascist coun-
terpart even though we control the White
House and Congress — make noises about

“authoritarianism” or even ‘“protecting our
democracy.” This is not a political science
class; our lives are at stake, quite literally.
This is about the fascists trying to steal
what is rightfully yours, take power they
did not earn, control your bodies and pun-
ish your minds, all because they truly
believe what they see on TV and read on
their socials, which is the only engagement
they have with life beyond themselves, and
which is designed to anger and frighten
them about your very existence. But they
are still lame, stupid, and weak. There is a
limit to the damage they can do unless we
let them run riot unopposed.
We shouldn’t do that.

UP GOES THE BETO-SIGNAL

For the most junior and thus weakest
members of the fascist class — the 18- and
20-year-old perps of so many massacres —
the only way to redeem their internet-
poisoned, racist, incel lives is with an AR-15.
We don’t know much about the Uvalde
shooter, but we do know he creeped young
women out on Instagram and made no
secret of his gun lust. He may not have
regurgitated a manifesto of 4chan memes
and Tucker Carlson scripts before he turned
an elementary school into a killing field
worthy of Sachsenhausen. But we know he
should have been watched more closely and
not trusted with deadly force.

The headline for this column is from
Psalm 121:4 & 6-7: “Behold, he who keeps
Israel will neither slumber nor sleep ... /
The sun shall not strike you by day, nor
the moon by night/ The Lord will keep you
from all evil; he will keep your life.” In my
faith, that loving and providential God is
in all things and thus all of us, and so we
have strength to neither slumber nor sleep
ourselves to keep each other from all evil.
Irish Catholic Beto O’Rourke believes sim-
ilar things about God, though not his
church, and his bearing witness in the
faces of Greg Abbott and Dan Patrick in
Uvalde on Wednesday is both the political-
ly smart and the morally appropriate thing
to do. Notice how the folks on the other
side, who think they speak for all
Christians and have a monopoly on God’s
love, screamed and shrieked like little
Satan-spawned kittens when O’Rourke
actually showed up and called them out on
their shit. If he and we all keep doing that
from now until November, our future will
be less bleak. |

ELIZALDE BAILS OUT OF AISD, TO REJOICING AND ANXIETY

After months of brushing off rumors
that she would give up the reins of
Austin ISD, Superintendent Stephanie
Elizalde was last week named sole final-
ist for the top job in Dallas ISD, where
she was chief schools officer before com-
ing to Austin in 2020.

On April 7, the district said in its weekly
email to staff that “Dr. Elizalde is here to
stay.” That announcement was prompted by
rumors that she had made the Dallas short
list; school districts are allowed to keep
much of their executive hiring process con-
fidential. Trustees in DISD must wait 21
days before officially hiring Elizalde, which
is usually a formality.

As the news sinks in, families, educa-
tors, and other AISD stakeholders are try-
ing to decide what it means for the belea-
guered district. Elizalde joined AISD amid
the arduous first months of the COVID-19
pandemic, when schools were trying to
ramp up their first full semester of remote
learning. During her less than two years at
the helm, Austin schools have faced a diffi-
cult transition to hybrid learning, struggled
to reduce the spread of COVID on campus,
and are now coping with a tsunami of
teacher resignations — all while feeling the
fiscal pressure squeezing AISD as its
enrollment declines while its tax roll grows,
meaning ever-larger recapture payments to
the state — though Elizalde’s critics say
she’s partly to blame for the district’s cur-
rent budget shortfall.

With the news of Elizalde’s departure,
teachers appeared to collectively rejoice.
Ken Zarifis, the president of the
Education Austin employee union,

Outgoing Austin ISD Superintendent Stephanie
Elizalde will soon head Dallas ISD
COURTESY OF AUSTIN ISD

described the situation as a “win-win.”
“She got a job she wanted, and | think
we're going to be able to move forward with
the employees in a different fashion.”

Dalton Pool, a teacher and coach at
Bowie High, said the district is better off
with her departure. “We understand the
state, and specifically recapture, make it
almost impossible to get the pay and
resources we deserve, but incompetence,
mistrust, and poor decision-making get in
the way of us doing what we do best,” Pool
told the Chronicle. “That was the breaking
point for so many of my colleagues that
have decided not to return.”

Some parents approached the situation
with warier eyes. Cuitlahuac Guerra-
Mojarro, a parent with children in AISD
schools, said he’s worried the district will
once again rush to find a new leader, as it
did after Elizalde’s predecessor Paul Cruz
abruptly resigned in February 2020. Guerra-
Mojarro, who organized against the closure
of historically Black and Latino cam-
puses that the AISD Board of Trustees
approved in late 2019, said that Elizalde,
like Cruz, will not see through what she
started — in her case, adjusting the dis-
trict’s staffing structure and facing down
the budget crisis she long promised to
resolve.

Guerra-Mojarro worries that choosing a
new superintendent shortly before the
November board elections could leave
AISD with new trustees at odds with leader-
ship. “We should hire an interim [superin-
tendent] to get us past November,” he sug-
gested. “What’s really most important to
me is not repeating the mistakes of the
past and making sure that community input
is authentic, and that the school board
selects a person to do positive things for
our students.”

Candace Hunter, who has a sev-
enth-grader in the district, said she views
Elizalde’s imminent departure as an oppor-
tunity to find a better fit for a district that’s
never quite meshed with her style.
Nevertheless, she said she’s disappointed
that Elizalde is leaving, for the same rea-
sons as Guerra-Mojarro.

Board President Geronimo Rodriguez
said trustees will meet soon to discuss a
transition plan for administrative leader-
ship. “Thank you to Dr. Elizalde for her
steadfast leadership through what has
been an unprecedented and challenging
two years,” he said in a statement. “Her
commitment to our AISD mission allowed
our community to safely move through the
pandemic and stay laser-focused on aca-
demic achievement.” - Morgan O’Hanlon
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Policy Priorities, Space Constraints

What really makes a difference in housing production

There’s an excellent article on the Chronicle

website as we go to press that didn’t make it
into the print edition because of physics —
that is, a combination of time and space:
Austin Sanders profiling the eight new
affordable housing developments that
Foundation Communities is in the
process of opening over the next
few years. It's a great organiza-
tion, and a great read, but in
terms of public policy, what |
found interesting were a couple
of things that FC Director Walter
Moreau said, and didn’t say, in
describing the difficulties they face
in the development process.
There’s financing, of course, and
construction costs, which have gone up
30% in the last two years, but among things
local officials have some control over, it's the
city’s permitting process that comes to
mind. And indeed, though it’s never really
caught the public’s attention, people have
been pointing a finger at Permitting and
Development review for close to a decade

PUBLIC
NOTICE

BY NICK
BARBARD

now (“Public Notice: Nervous Times for the
City’s Planning and Development Review
Department,” Feb. 27, 2015).

What Moreau doesn’t mention is zoning
conflicts, or compatibility limitations, or
neighborhood opposition, or any of those
sorts of hot-button issues that have
very much caught the public’'s imag-
ination as things they believe will

make a difference.
Like | said, interesting.
O

Tonight is the last of the current
series of Project Connect working group
meetings, focusing on the South Shore

Working Group area, including proposed

Blue Line rail stations at Waterfront, Travis Heights,
and Lakeshore. It’s via Zoom at 5:30pm, Thu., May 26.
Go to projectconnect.com/get-involved to register, and
see the library of presentations from past meetings.
Still to come are meetings on the light rail vehicles
and systems (Wed., June 1), and the malntenance
yard (Wed., June 8). [ |

Send gossip, dirt, innuendo, rumors, and other
useful grist to nbarbaro@austinchronicle.com.
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The Field Is Set

Few surprises as Texas finally finishes its primaries
BY MIKE CLARK-MADISON AND MORGAN O’HANLON

In Texas, you can’t vote in the primary
run-off if you didn’t vote in the first round.
About one in three of those who voted in
March chose to show up nearly three
months later — and three weeks after voting
in a totally different election - to finally set
the state ballot for November. Statewide,
that translated to just under 1 mil-
lion on the GOP side and just
under half a million on the
Dem side, out of Texas’
roughly 17 million regis-
tered voters.

The marquee event, of
course, was the GOP
smackdown between Ken
Paxton and George P.
Bush - perhaps the two
most incompetent statewide
electeds - for Paxton’s attorney
general post. The outcome here
was never in doubt come election
night, with K-Pax, whose closing argument
was, “Help me put an end to the Bush
dynasty,” winning 2-to-1 against the incum-
bent land commissioner, whose wreckage of
that office has alienated Republicans (the
Alamo) and Democrats (Harvey relief) alike.
The Bush clan is 0-3 in its last races - P’s
dad Jeb! in 2016, his cousin Pierce in a 2020
U.S. House race in Houston, and now this.
iHasta luego! Their only bright spot is that
P. won Travis County by about 1,800 votes.

Maybe he’ll move here, switch parties, and
run against Lloyd Doggett.

On the Dem side in the same race,
Rochelle Garza finished what she started in
March, defeating Joe Jaworski by a margin
similar to Paxton’s. Much closer, unaccount-
ably, were the statewide run-offs for lieu-
tenant governor and land commis-
sioner; party-backed candidates
Mike Collier and Jay Kleberg
finished 10 and 5 points

ahead of outgoing state

Rep. Michelle Beckley of

Carrollton and random

candidate Sandragrace

Martinez of San Antonio,

respectively.

At least Beckley, who
likewise finished 10 points
back of Collier in the first
round, is an elected official, though

by most reports a bad one. Martinez, a
therapist with no discernible background or
interest in issues faced by the General Land
Office (maybe the Alamo?), came in first in
March ahead of Kleberg, a longtime leader
in land conservation and a scion of the fam-
ily that owns the legendary King Ranch.
That’s a pretty damning testament to the
failure of Texas Democrats to inform their
electorate. According to Mark P. Jones, fel-
low in political science at Rice University’s
Baker Institute for Public Policy, Martinez

MAGGIE QUINLAN
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Signs outside Cedar Park Public Library on May 24

likely was able to make it this far because
Texas Democrats favor female and Latinx
names on a ballot, particularly when they
don’t know much about the issues at stake.
Kleberg’s unimpressive victory is a weak
start to the general election campaign,
where he will face off against state Sen.
Dawn Buckingham, R-Lakeway, who won
her run-off without a sweat over her own
rando opponent, Pastor Tim Westley.
O

Lakeway is in the new Texas House District
19, which will likely be repped in the Lege in
January by former Austin City Council

Member Ellen Troxclair, who defeated
indicted Austin cop (and former police union
veep) Justin Berry by 13 points. “We won
with truth, grit, & grace,” Troxclair wrote on
Twitter shortly after the race was called. The
new HD 19 sweeps Western Travis County
into a district that stretches from Burnet to
Boerne to Fredericksburg. Troxclair also
mentioned this week’s school shooting in
Uvalde, where her husband, Caleb, is from
and his family still lives. “I can’t imagine
hugging my babies for the last time, and I am
strengthened in my resolve to fight for our
children,” she wrote. We can only imagine her

They’re not even trying to sugarcoat it anymore: “As Austin-
Bergstrom Intematlonal Alrport (AUS) prepares for a record-breaking
summer, passengers flying out for Memorial Day Weekend should too,”
the airport announced in a May 23 press release. “Plan ahead, arrive
early, and pack your patience’ is AUS’s advice for what the airport expects
to be the busiest Memorial Day travel time in the airport’s history.” This
comes after yet more breakdowns at the Transportation Security
Administratlon checkpoints May 14 and 17 led to three-hour waits and
backed-up crowds into the not-all-that-spacious landside lobby, then
into the roadway. U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett, D-Austin, who’s been raising
hell as a congressman does when a federal agency is creating chaos at
home, got his fellow House Appropriations subcommittee Chair Lucille
Roybal-Allard, D-Calif. - he’s over Health and Human Services, she’s
over Homeland Security - to grill TSA Administrator David Pekoske on
the matter during his agency’s budget hearing. They’re not just sticking
up for Austin travelers’ right to fly; Doggett, in a letter to Pekoske, sug-
gested that TSA develop “a specific contingency plan that may require
treating passengers for heat stroke if substantial relief is not promptly
provided.” There are also concerns that the largely unmanaged crowds

Chaos at AUS: No End in Sight to Endless Lines

would themselves be vulnerable to attack by foreign or domestic terrorists
or the next mass shooter.

Doggett had learned earlier from Pekoske that TSA doesn’t have a con-
tingency plan for addressing its staffing crisis now, although it's asked for
2,500 more positions nationwide in the upcoming fiscal 2023 federal bud-
get, which won’t take effect until October. Like other lower-wage employers
in Austin - TSA agent positions start at $45,000 per year - the agency is
trying to run its front lines with not nearly enough bodies, and it only takes
a couple extra people calling in sick to make the whole thing blow up.

We in Austin can relate, but many of the people in those endless lines
are not from Austin, and they think it’s AUS who should have planned
ahead and kept up with growth. This is kinda unfair, since everything got
screwed up by COVID-19 - nobody knew how fast air travel would come
back once pandemic rules were relaxed, and in Austin’s case the answer is
“as fast as possible.” The latest on the hurry-up-and-grow push at AUS
includes the city’s pursuing an unusual eminent-domain strategy to force
out its own leaseholder at the restored South Terminal, home to Allegiant
Air, s0 it can more quickly build the full-size facility called for in the AUS
expansion master plan. - Mike Clark-Madison
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gun-reform stances in the 88th Texas
Legislature; the last one passed more than a
dozen anti-gun-control measures. Just a
week before the election, Gun Owners of
America - for people who think the National

ELECTION RESULTS

TEXAS DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY RUN-OFF

Rifle Association is just too soft —announced LT. GOVERNOR TRAVIS CO. STATEWIDE
its endorsement of Troxclair. “Gun owners Mike Collier 32,564 76.6% 264,314 54.8%
i 0 0

deserve a strong, proven Second Amend- Michelle Beckley 9,917 23.3% 218,343 45.2%
ment champion like Ellen Troxclair to rep- ATTORNEY GENERAL

: : : Rochelle Mercedes Garza 29,687 69.9% 307,447 62.6%
resent them in Austin, NOT someone like Joe Jaworski 12,781 30.1% 183,954 37.4%
Justin Berry who joins with gun control COMPTROLLER

' ” o]

groups to further erode your rights.” Berry’s JanetT. Dudding 33,771 81.4% 295,350 61.5%
transgression? He testified in favor of a bill Angel Luis Vega 7.697 18.5% 184,685 38.5%
h uld h m T rch -
t! at. would have made straw purchases LAND COMMISSIONER
buying a gun for someone who cannot legal- Jay Kleberg 33,346 78.9% 254,362 52.9%

ly own one — a crime in itself.
O

For almost all Travis Dems, the state-
wides were the entire ballot, but a sliver in
Southwest Austin chose Claudia Zapata
as their champion to at least make Rep.
Chip Roy, R-Dripping Springs, as misera-
ble as possible. On the flip side,

Sandragrace Martinez 8,871 21.0% 226,223 47.1%
U.S. REP., DISTRICT 21  TRAVIS CO. DISTRICTWIDE

Claudia Andreana Zapata 755 73.1% 13,782 63.5%
Ricardo Villarreal 278 26.9% 7,909 36.5%

TEXAS REPUBLICAN PRIMARY RUN-OFF
ATTORNEY GENERAL STATEWIDE

Ken Paxton

TRAVIS CO.
12,429 46.5% 630,706 67.9%

Republicans got to pick their cannon fod- George P. Bush 14,275 53.4% 298,116 32.1%

der to ‘Ehrow at Lloyd Doggett and Greg LAND COMMISSIONER

Casar in November - rematch-seeker Dawn Buckingham 16,426 68.3% 592,798 68.8%

Jenny Garcia Sharon in Doggett’s new Tim Westley 7,632 31.7% 269,027 31.2%

TX-37, and former Corpus Christi mayor TX HOUSE DIST. 19 TRAVIS CO. DISTRICTWIDE

(for 37 days) and bona fide weirdo Dan Ellen Troxclair 2,814 50.9% 12,530 56.5%
Justin Berry 2,709 49.1% 9,653 43.5%

McQueen in Casar’s TX-35. |
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Affordability Crisis Challenges
Neighborhood Protections

City Council didn’t take any action (and
had not planned to) last Thursday on a draft
proposal to expand entitlements for develop-
ers to build housing on the city’'s major com-
mercial and transportation corridors. But
its public discussion of the issue predictably
highlighted longstanding divisions in our com-
munity over how Austin should grow.

“These issues that we're trying to wade
through,” Council Member Ann Kitchen
reflected at the end of the long day, “I'm pos-
itive that we're all on the same page in what
we want. And we need to have conversations
where we're not vilifying each other. I'm not
talking about us [Council] — as a community.”

The draft proposal that sparked much
debate focused on two ways to free up devel-
opment of much-needed housing: loosening
compatibility standards for commercial
projects near single-family neighborhoods,
and reducing minimum parking require-
ments to allow for more housing and less
pavement. Austin’s current compatibility stan-
dards were adopted in the 1980s to prevent
new development from disrupting neighbor-
hoods’ character with oversized buildings.
The regulations gradually constrain heights
and increase setbacks on commercial (which
includes multifamily) properties up to 540
feet from any properties either zoned or
used as single-family housing. The goal is

to have staggered heights in that zone — the
closer to homes, the smaller the buildings.

A 540-foot compatibility zone encompass-
es a lot of properties on the city’s main corri-
dors, which is where urbanists and NIMBYs
alike say the city should focus on increasing
housing and density, particularly as we start
to see the results of the Project Connect
transit system overhaul. Many sites on the
corridors are technically eligible for increased
height and reduced setbacks as part of the
city’s density bonus programs to incentivize
affordable housing, such as the vertical
mixed-use overlay, but compatibility stan-
dards trump density bonuses.

Austin’s standards are much more restric-
tive than those in peer cities. Any 60-foot
building (four to five stories, the most allowed
on most properties on most corridors) has
to be 300 feet (the length of a football field)
away from the nearest single-family property
line, and a 90-foot building (allowed by the
VMU overlay) has to be more than 400 feet
away. In Portland and Seattle, such compati-
bility zones don’t surpass 50 feet; Houston,
of course, has no such restrictions at all.

While all CMs agreed that the current regu-
lations are choking housing along corridors,
CM José “Chito” Vela urged Council not to
make arbitrary decisions about how many
feet to add or take away from the limits. “Our

compatibility limits are so strict that we might
be able to cut it down ... and it may not have
any impact.” The draft proposal from Mayor
Steve Adler, Mayor Pro Tem Alison Alter,
and CMs Paige Ellis, Vanessa Fuentes,
and Leslie Pool proposes raising allowable
heights for any multifamily or mixed-use prop-
erty on a corridor by 5 feet across the board,
and also compressing the impact zone around
triggering homes from 540 to 300 feet.

The other half of the draft proposal would
significantly reduce parking minimums,
allowing properties on “large” corridors

with robust transit to provide only 20% to
50% of the off-street parking currently
required; “medium” corridors could see
smaller reductions, to 50-75% of current
code, with the exact percentage reductions
to be hammered out later.

While speakers took varied stances on
parking and other specifics of the proposals,
District 3's Will Davis seemed to summarize
the city’s collective mood around housing:
“We’'re in a full-on crisis at this point and,
honestly, | pray most days that we will find
relief.” - Maggie Quinlan

FAMILIES FACING FORMULA SHORTAGE TURN TO LOCAL MILK BANK

Because postpartum mothers have shown up in droves to donate
milk amid the shortage, Updegrove hopes that supplies will soon be

A baby formula shortage that began with a product recall has snow-
balled into a national crisis, with the Biden administration flying in tens
of thousands of pounds of formula from abroad starting last Sunday.
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PROVIDED BY KIM UPDEGROVE

As of early May, 43% of U.S. baby formula was out of stock, accord-
ing to the data firm Datasembly. Though Dell Children’s Medical
Center had not admitted any babies for malnutrition due to the short-
age as of Tuesday, H-E-B is limiting the amount of baby formula per
customer, and parents have been reaching out to Mothers’ Milk Bank
in Austin for help in previously unheard-of numbers.

“Right now families are in crisis,” Kim Updegrove, executive
director of the milk bank, told the Chronicle. “These infants must be
fed. There’s no tolerance for a brief starvation period for infants. We
know for their brains, there is no catch-up development later if we
don’t feed kids now.”

The milk bank has to prioritize feeding babies who are medically
fragile, Updegrove said, and they serve babies in neonatal intensive
care at more than 180 hospitals across the country. Normally the
nonprofit doesn’t receive requests for milk from families with healthy
babies, but since the formula shortage started affecting Austin two
weeks ago, they’ve received about 30 calls a week from families in
need of pasteurized human milk. Families in need can expect to receive
39 ounces of milk for free from Mothers’ Milk without a prescription.

Mothers’ Milk Bank saw a 700% increase in prospective milk donors last week

high enough to offer more than that. A normal week brings 20 donor
inquiries to the milk bank. Last week alone the bank heard from 160
women hoping to offer their milk, 700% more than an average week.

“The milk bank has been reaching out to the community of healthy
lactating women,” said Updegrove, to ask: ““We know you do it all and
you're already exhausted, but we need you right now. And probably
35% of you won’t be eligible to donate, but 65% of you on average will
be able to become lifesavers. And we need you because the manu-
facturing companies have created a crisis.’ And in the last two weeks
we’ve been so pleased to see a tremendous outpouring. Women
always kind of step up in a crisis and say, ‘Pick me, what can | do? I'm
tired but I candoit.”

Updegrove said financial and milk donations will save lives during
the shortage (which she doesn’t expect to end soon due to ongoing
supply chain issues), but in the long term, the country as a whole
can avoid starving its infants with smart policy decisions. Updegrove
said gaps in access to parental leave, work-from-home options, and
health care specialists including lactation counselors prevent many
healthy mothers from breastfeeding. “Going back to work after two
weeks isn’t enough time to recover from the birth, let alone create
this whole new physiological process in lactation. We're interrupting
that process when she needs that baby to start that cascade of physi-
ological responses.” - Maggie Quinlan
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Hardcore-Nazi RAustinite Wanted by the Law

The Texas Department of Public Safety interpretation. “The officer receiv- discretion on whether they think

is searching for a violent white supremacist ing the complaint has discretion this person needs to be dealt

who is believed to have moved from Pennsyl- on whether to send it to an inves-  with. So there is language in the

vania to Austin last year. Hardy Carroll Lloyd, tigator. The investigator has dis- code, but that language is irrele-

44, is charged with making terroristic threats cretion on whether to send ittoa  vant, apparently, when you're a

after DPS said he promised to “carry a fire- district attorney or assistant U.S.  woman in Texas. And the man is to hear from you about

arm onto the Texas State Capitol grounds attorney. That person then has a Nazi who has already served ' ] safe fencing design

this weekend and challenge any law enforce- discretion on whether it's worth three terms in prison for threaten- / 1 rggulatiuns

ment officer who tried to take enforcement sending to a judge for a warrant ing and provoking the murder of Learn more about
actions against him.” The department is or arrest. And then the judge has  human beings.” — Brant Bingamon Hardy Carroll Lloyd il Dﬂ elﬂﬂ Iﬁlﬂjt upcoming public
offering a $1,000 reward for information COURTESY OF TEXAS DPS meetings.

leading to Lloyd’s arrest.

Lloyd is a lifelong bigot with an avowed
hatred for women, people of color, Jews, the
LGBTQIA community, and police, among many
others. He calls himself the reverend of the
Church of Ben Klassen, which he created
to preach race war, and has spent much of
his adult life in prison — on weapons charges,
and then for violating his parole by promoting
violence on social media. For example, after
the 2018 attack on the Tree of Life
Synagogue in Pittsburgh that killed 11 and
injured six others, Lloyd — then on probation,
and specifically prohibited from using the
internet to promote terrorism — couldn’t help
but encourage lone-wolf attacks against Jews
and gun-ban advocates. He was sent back to
federal prison until the end of 2020.

Members of the local antifascist communi-
ty believe that after his release, Lloyd moved
to the Highland neighborhood of Austin.

They report that stickers and posters with e " g Benefltlng The I.Ellkemla

messages such as “RaHoWa” (racial holy
war), “White Pride,” and “Fuck Diversity” & lymphoma Soclety

began appearing in schoolyards, parks, and
government buildings around the area in
November. Now, Lloyd is thought to have
moved to the Southpark Meadows area

o fers and sickers ae appesrg tere, | Schneuder | Curob’ﬂ J‘/ﬂnd::rlunt] I J:zl f"f hllo

Lloyd completed probation after his
release and before moving to Austin, so he is s W G Ch I
once again free to dox and intimidate people war Jll' omdn I na a ?ﬂ"’ & I J ﬂf—li‘ !{Q‘Ji’ l{ﬂ" va
online, which he does through the Church of r' B B f i; ‘

Ben Klassen'’s website and Blogspot. It's e I ra dﬂn I , r / ¢ er
from there that Marianna Wright was e "'J y y ‘ "hi ; / JH. ' #
doxxed in November of last year. e = | ] d \”

Wright, who lives in the Rio Grande Valley, e e e, 5 CCI =Ar r '.:-‘"
was the first to file suit against Steve U R
Bannon’s We Build the Wall fraud. She
says that Lloyd posted her picture on his

website, called her an anti-white bigot, and T o 2’770 W Hwy 290 Drlpplng S “gs TX

asked his followers to supply him with more L

pictures — "legally.” She took this information y A g GA qnd VIP TICkets On sqle OWI

to several law enforcement agencies but was ;

told that Lloyd’s post was protected under Bt P

the First Amendment and no action could be ST

taken against him. The McAllen and Mission e

police departments “did absolutely nothing,” L

Wright said. “They were completely unrespon- ’

sive. Same with DPS and the FBI.” 2 2 o 2 2
Wright noted that the language in Texas law

governing online threats is vague and subject to
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Be it flood or fire, every Austin resident must be
prepared for disasters to come By LINA FISHER

As you read this, half of Travis County is
classified under high wildfire risk. Despite
this Tuesday’s much-needed storm, the
county has been under a burn ban since
May 11, the default mode that we reset to
every couple of weeks. Whatever the cur-
rent weather, local emergency managers
and elected officials alike continue to ham-
mer home the same sentiment: It’s not if,
but when, an out-of-control, California-sized
wildfire could ravage Central Texas.

But if we get enough rain to avert that
possibility in the long term, much of the
region — in fact, some of the same places
with the greatest wildfire risk - could
instead be ravaged by flooding. What does it
all mean? Preparing for doomsday is a full-
time job that requires all hands on deck.

WHAT’S A WOO-EE?

In late March, the National Weather
Service issued what’s called a red flag warn-
ing for the Austin and San Antonio metro
areas, indicating increased wildfire risk due
to dry conditions and high winds. Texas,

along with other Southwest states, has
experienced lengthening periods of drought
due to climate change. According to the
metrics used by fire departments to gauge
wildfire risk - a formula known as the
Energy Release Component that factors in
both weather conditions and the amount of
vegetation available to fuel a wildfire — 2022
has already exceeded all previous records in
the Eastern Hill Country, or the western
half of the Austin metro area.

How many people and properties are in
the path of such a fire? A whole lot, not just
in Austin but all over Texas. According to
the risk assessment company Verisk, Texas
is second only to California in the number
of properties in danger. Most of these are
located in what’s called the wildland-urban
interface, or WUI (pronounced “woo-ee”),
which is just what it sounds like: where the
city meets the country. The WUI covers 36%
of the land area of the city of Austin and
59% of Travis County; while it’s mostly on
the west side, it does include river and
creek bottomlands to the east.

The devastating wildfires
in Bastrop, Sept. 6, 2011

SANDY CARSON

This vast terrain has lots of brush and
vegetation - including Ashe juniper, or
“cedar,” which is exceptionally hazardous
when it dries out and then catches fire.
Embers from such fires can travel up to a
quarter-mile before burning themselves
out, which is how a prescribed burn near
Bastrop earlier this year sparked fires that
brought back painful memories of the 2011
Labor Day blazes in the same area, the most
destructive in Texas history.

The Bastrop County Complex fire, as it’s
officially known, was set off by a power line
knocked down by a tree that was blown
down by the high winds; ultimately,
Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative and its
tree-trimming vendor ended up settling
dozens of lawsuits, including a $5 million
payout to the city, county, and school dis-
trict for lost property value. In 2019, City
Council Member Alison Alter requested an
audit of Austin’s wildfire preparedness,
which delivered a similar verdict: Austin
Energy lines and the trees around them
pose the greatest threat, particularly west of
MoPac - in Alter’s District 10 and in Districts
6 and 8 to its north and south.

That’s resulted in concrete changes being
implemented now, Alter told the Chronicle.
The areas of highest risk in D10 should be
mitigated by the end of this year, and “I've
been working with [AE] to accelerate that

work all across the city,” she said. You may
remember that part of the cascade of disas-
ters caused by Winter Storm Uri in February
2021 likewise involved downed power lines
on the west side, knocked out by ice-heavy
tree limbs that left large parts of D10 with-
out power (and water) both before and after
the blackout caused by the near-failure of
the Texas power grid.

BEING BETTER BUILDERS

Clearing these low-hanging branches is
the low-hanging fruit, if you will, of wildfire
risk management. The most important
long-term mitigation strategy is to adopt
specific building codes for properties in the
WUI, as California has done statewide
beginning in the 1980s. In Texas, a state-
wide mandate wouldn’t fly, so it’s up to each
locality to figure out what to do on its own.
Austin was the first major city in Texas to
adopt a local WUI building code, integrated
into the Land Development Code in 2020.

Austin Fire Marshal Tom Vocke explains
that Austin’s new code is in fact more strin-
gent than WUTI rules elsewhere; for exam-
ple, most WUI codes establish a brush
clearing buffer in that quarter-mile “ember
zone,” but in Austin that buffer area stretch-
es for a mile and a half. Even with that extra
room, “[We] opted to not push brush mitiga-
tion as a solution, [but] to focus on igni-
tion-resistant construction as our primary
means of providing protection, because
brush grows back,” Vocke said. “If we can
get ignition-resistant construction in place,
we know we have 20-30 years of good pro-
tection for the home,” said Vocke.

“Ignition-resistant construction” includes
not only the choice of building materials,
but reinforcing doors, windows, roofs, and
ductwork to keep embers out and installing
spark arresters on chimneys. (In much of
California, wood-burning fireplaces are not
allowed at all, both for fire risk mitigation
and to improve air quality.) But these WUI
code provisions only apply to new construc-
tion; there is no way to mandate the “hard-
ening” of existing homes.

The WUI code also addresses evacuation
routes, particularly in the many cul-de-sac
subdivisions and gated country club com-
munities on Austin’s western edge. Alter’s
Council colleague Mackenzie Kelly owes
her 2020 victory over Jimmy Flannigan to
neighbors in one such community, River
Place, who opposed Flannigan’s efforts to
enable multifamily density on that one
evacuation route. “We will not be able to
build additional evacuation routes in com-
munities that are one way in and one way
out,” says Alter. “That was faulty planning
long ago. We can make sure that any new
developments that are in the WUI absolute-
ly have multiple exits.

CONTINUED ON P.18
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FIRE AND FLOOD CONTINUED FROM P.16

“We experienced a low-probability high-
risk event with Winter Storm Uri,” she con-
tinued. “We need to treat wildfire as a
high-probability high-risk event. And there
is so much more that we need to be doing as
a community, city, and county to be pre-
pared to mitigate our risk.”

PEOPLE NEED TO PARTICIPATE

Effective emergency preparedness,
whether for wildfire or flood or winter storm
or anything else, requires the public to do
its part. The National Wildfire Coordinating
Group lays out three overarching recom-
mendations for mitigating risk:

1) Restoring and maintaining resilient

landscapes.

2) Creating fire-adapted communities.

3) Responding to wildfires effectively.

The WUI code addresses the first of
these. As for the second, Travis County
currently has 20 Firewise Communities - a
program of the National Fire Protection
Association that certifies towns and neigh-
borhoods with a wildfire preparedness
plan - out of about 90 in the entire state.
They include the entire cities of West Lake
Hills (since 2008), Lago Vista (since 2011),
and Jonestown (since 2012). Another 58
neighborhoods are “engaged” in the pro-
cess of becoming Firewise, according to
local fire officials.

Comanche Trail, overlooking Hippie Hol-
low along Lake Travis, is not one of these
yet, but County Commissioner Brigid Shea,
whose Precinct 2 includes the north shore
of the lake as far as Volente, cites the neigh-
borhood fire evacuation drill her office
helped put on there as a model of communi-
ty participation. Shea says the county

iy

Flooding on Lamar, May 25, 2015 |5

—

doesn’t have the staff or budget to organize
these drills on its own: “People might say,
‘Why not pick a bigger neighborhood or a
more diverse neighborhood?’ Part of it was,
a lot of people [out there] were retired, a lot
of them had management experience. And
they were willing to do it, and they had the
time to do it. We leveraged their experience
and their leisure time to create this.”

The third prong of preparedness, the
actual firefighting response, is also getting
a makeover as a result of Alter’s 2019 call for
an audit. Most urban fire departments,
including Austin’s, train to respond to resi-
dential structure fires; they’re unfamiliar
with the specialized techniques required for
wildfire response, and (again, unlike
California) the state doesn’t have the tools
and resources to back them up, short of
deploying the National Guard, who are even
less well trained.

Austin Fire has had a wildfire division
since 2012, but it’s been focused on public
engagement (including the Firewise pro-
gram) and fuel mitigation - e.g., clearing
brush. As a result of Alter’s initiative, for
the past six months the entire Austin Fire
Department has been undergoing Respond-
ing to the Interface training, a program
launched in 2019 with federal funding by
the International Association of Fire
Fighters, of which the Austin Firefighters
Association is Local 975; former AFA Vice
President Randy Denzer helped develop
and beta-test the training, and Austin is the
largest municipal fire service in the country
to use it as a department. Last year, AFD
created its first wildfire battalion, which
will undergo even more specialized training
that could take another year or two before
it’s ready to deploy as a first response.

WNHDYI9 VNV

BUT BEYOND THE CITY LIMITS ...
Unlike Austin’s Emergency Medical
Services Department, Austin Fire does not
operate countywide, nor does Travis County
have its own fire department to work with
AFD the way the Travis County Sheriff’s
Office works with Austin police. Much of
the WUI lies within the domains of 14 sepa-
rate emergency services districts, or ESDs,
created by the Texas Legislature over the
years to bridge this gap and now often
“their own fiefdoms,” as Shea puts it. “They
have their own fire chiefs, their own taxing
authorities, and neither the counties nor
the cities can tell them what to do, really.”
Some of the ESDs overlap. Some are non-
contiguous, such as ESD 4, served by AFD
by interlocal agreement and including ran-
dom bits of the Austin fringe north of the
river, from Jester Estates in the west to
Hornsby Bend in the east. Some include
cities that don’t have their own fire depart-
ments, such as Pflugerville. Some have
their own fire codes. “It’s not a perfect
setup,” Shea said understatedly, “to have all
the wildfire response for a large urban coun-
ty that has a very high wildfire rating to be
managed by 14 independent fire districts.”
Austin does, however, control 911 dispatch
for the entire county, and AFD has opted into
automatic-aid agreements with all the Travis
County ESDs and some in Williamson County
as well, meaning if Austin’s fire stations or

equipment are closest to a fire, AFD will
respond first. However, citing differences with
how AFD is run, Hutto (WilCo ESD 3),
Pflugerville (Travis ESD 2), and Manor (Travis
ESD 12) have opted out of these auto-aid
agreements. “If they had a large brush fire, we
would not automatically send units over into
Pflugerville,” says AFD Assistant Chief of
Operations Brandon Wade. While the depart-
ment is considering offering RTI training to
the ESDs, right now, said Wade, “We’re trying
to get our own members through the pro-
gram, and it’s going to take quite some time.”

WHAT ABOUT THE FLOODS?

Before the Bastrop County Complex fire in
2011 - and a simultaneous blaze in Steiner
Ranch, west of River Place, that was much
less damaging but equally frightening — most
Austinites didn’t think that much about their
fire risk. They are well aware, however, of the
opposite risk here in Flash Flood Alley, the
one type of natural disaster Austin encoun-
ters regularly and very destructively.

Kevin Shunk, floodplain administrator for
the city of Austin and its liaison with the
National Flood Insurance Program run by
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, says unlike wildfire risk, which is
widespread but not everywhere, “flood risk
is spread throughout the entire city. It’s all
over the place. There are certainly areas that
are higher-risk, comparing the two geologic

s

Community Wildfire Risk

N\

O = Lowest

Q = Moderate
O = Elevated

. = High

Much of Travis County’s wildfire risk is concentrated not in areas served by the Austin Fire Department, but by
the county’s 14 Emergency Service Districts, each created ad hoc by the state and with its own rules, practices,
and codes. “It’s not a perfect setup,” says County Commissioner Brigid Shea. (An interactive version of this map
from AFD’s wildfire division is embedded with this story online.)
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parts of the city, with the east side of Austin
being more of a flatland [with a] wider flood-
plain.” Shunk’s job is to identify flood risks
to review, devise projects to mitigate them,
and help with community outreach and edu-
cation. He says the main “tools in his tool-
box” to mitigate risk are buyouts of high-risk
neighborhoods and keeping up with storm-
water infrastructure, which is the job of
Shunk’s Watershed Protection Department.

The highest-profile buyouts have been in
the Onion Creek watershed,

increases impervious cover on the lot, and

thus the risk of downstream flooding.
Floodplain regulations also require safe
access: “You have to be able to walk from a
building to the right-of-way [i.e., the nearest
street], all at an elevation at least one foot
above the 100-year floodplain,” Shunk said,
which helps both residents and responders
in an evacuation scenario. The city’s emer-
gency managers will ask Watershed Protec-
tion, ““How high is the water going to get and
where’s it gonna go? And how

Austin’s largest. After disas- long is it going to be at that
trous floods in 2013 and 2015 “we need to elevation?” That would help
((;:lach time onhHalgioween), step up and be the;n plan for an evzjicua}:'ilon.(’i’
the city purchased more new statewide floo

than 800 properties in the prepared fora planning process initiated
watershed, particularly at its totally different by the Texas Legislature is
eastern end near where mapping flood regions
Onion Creek enters the kind Of disaSter across Texas with the input
Colorado. “But that doesn’t planning,” of local experts like those at

mean that we favor that
alternative over any other,”
said Shunk. Watershed
Protection also builds deten-
tion ponds to “hold water such that the
downstream system can handle [it, and]
reduce the rate that it’s going to flow down-
stream.” One such regional pond is being
built at Baker School in Hyde Park, now the
headquarters of the Alamo Drafthouse.
New developments are also required to
install stormwater detention “to make sure
they’re not flooding their neighbors, basi-
cally,” said Shunk. As for existing neighbor-
hoods, and as with the WUI code, older
areas like Tarrytown that were built before
the floodplain regulations don’t have this
infrastructure; the rules would only kick in
on properties that are being rezoned or sub-
divided. “When an individual lot redevel-
ops, if they’re just putting a house on the
same lot,” Shunk said, “they would not
have to put detention on that property” -
even if the new house is much bigger and

MAYOR PRO TEM
ALISON ALTER

Watershed Protection. The
resulting plan could unlock
funds for risk reduction proj-
ects needed in Austin along
Shoal and Waller creeks and along the mis-
leadingly named Dry Creek in Highland
Hills in Alter’s D10, as well as more citywide
infrastructure and buyouts. “We’ll have a
list of projects, and that can hopefully help
to plan on possible funding,” said Shunk.
Both flood and fire risk are increased by
the Austin area’s boom, as we continue to
build closer to the WUI and the 100-year
floodplain and weather becomes more
unpredictable due to climate change. Risk
mitigation therefore is shared across all of
Austin’s communities, whether we like it or
not. “We need to step up and be prepared for
a totally different kind of disaster planning,”
said Alter. “One where we can’t just call on
our neighbor next door to help us. We have
to make sure that we have resilience within
our community, within our system. So that
we survive whatever comes our way.” |

WE NOW ACCEPT CARECREDIT! SE HABLA ESPANOL

Safety is our number one concern.
Please call for an appointment first! Thank you! Stay safe!
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$2%.95 PET EXAM i

Offer valid for dogs & cats only. Not valid for emergencies.

Offer expires 6/3/22. Must present coupon at time of arrival.

$99.95 |
ANNUAL VISIT |

Dogs Includes: Exam, Distemper-Parvo, Rabies,
Heart-Worm Test, Intestinal Parasite Check

Cats Includes: Exam, Feline Distemper, Rabies,
Feline Leukemia and Intestinal Parasite Check

Offer valid for each pet. Offer expires 6/3/22. Must present coupon at time of arrival.
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Cat Spay: $95
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Offer valid for each pet. Offer expires 6/3/22. Must present coupon at time of arrival.

$75 CAT NEUTERS! i

Valid for routine cat neuters only. Offer valid for each pet.

Offer expires 6/3/22. Must present coupon at time of arrival.

Wells Branch & South Branch Pet & Bird Clinic
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ALENDAR ==

26 > THURSDAY

MIFFY FOUNTAIN’S

“GOTCHA DAY”
Laguna Gloria Amphitheater, 6-8pm

That adorable weeping bun of a sculpture has been on
loan to the Contemporary Austin since 2015 and will
now join the museum permanently - right there in the
domesticated wilds of Laguna Gloria. This celebration
comes with complimentary cocktails, live music, artmak-
ing with a Miffy-inspired art kit, and more.

See more arts events on p.24.

3“> MONDAY

“SUPERGROUP”
SAGE Studio, 9am-1pm

SAGE Studio presents a music-themed exhibition fea-
turing the work of Rick Fleming, Jackson Sutton, and
Jennifer Williams.

See more arts events on p.24.

AUSTINCHRONICLE.COM/EVENTS

AUSTIN GREEK FESTIVAL

Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church,
Friday-Sunday

Here come three days of historically heralded Hellenic
celebration, featuring live music, dance presentations,
and of course a delicious plethora of food: gyros, pastit-
sio, spanakopita, tyropites, moussaka, dolmades, baklava,
and more.

See more community events on p.28.

3| >TUESY

DAN CHAON:

SLEEPWALK
Central Library, 7pm

That irrepressible ginger raconteur Dan Chaon - in con-
versation with Doug Dorst, so you know this’ll be good

- discusses his latest novel, a high-speed and darkly
comic road trip through a near-future America with a big-
hearted mercenary. He'll be signing books, too.

See more arts events on p.24.

SATURDAY i

AUSTIN LIVE MUSIC
REVIVAL
Empire & Antone’s, Saturday & Sunday

A regionally focused, genre-flexible fest, LMR kicks

off Saturday at Empire with a stacked Black Austin
Musicians’ Collective day party. That night, Screwed Up
Click veteran Lil Flip highlights the bill. Sunday’s 11-hour
run at Antone’s encompasses bedroom popcrafters Fuvk,
Jackie Venson’s melodic vibrancy, and more.

See more music recommendations on p.52.

I >WEDNESDAY

- .
= o

PAPER MOON

Paramount Theatre, 7:30pm

Paramount Summer Classic Film Series continues its run
of classics spotlighting scene-stealing supporting roles.
In this case it's 10-year-old Tatum O’Neal. Or maybe it's
Madeline Kahn. Either way, it's a good reason to head to
this Austin summer tradition.

More movie recommendations and reviews on p.38.

29>S:JNDA_Y

MORIAH WILSON

MEMORIAL RIDE
Republic Square, 5:30pm

The local cycling community will gather to honor cycling
star Moriah Wilson, who was murdered during a recent
visit to Austin. This will be followed by a short ride to Deep
Eddy Pool, the last place Wilson visited on the day of her
death. A GoFundMe has been set up in her honor to sup-
port youth sports organizations.

See more community events on p.28.

THURSDAY

MOONLIGHf

MARGARITA RUN
Sand Beach Park, 8pm

A fun run that brings two Austin faves together: running
and margaritas! Funds raised go toward keeping the
Butler Hike-and-Bike Trail in tiptop shape thanks to the
Trail Foundation. Registrants get a T-shirt, two margs, and
yummy Maudie’s Tex-Mex at the afterparty.

There’s more sporty events on p.28.

For FAQs about submitting a listing, contact
info, deadlines, and an online submission form,
go to austinchronicle.com/submit.
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Experience the walking tour that
has true crime fans talking!

In 1885 Austin experienced America’s first serial killer!
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true crime walking tour.
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Culture

Kitties Still Got Claws

Austin’s legendary burlesque troupe Kitty Kitty Bang
Bang is getting back together for the Texas Burlesque

Festival BY RICHARD WHITTAKER

A shimmy, a shake, a tease. The sound of
seashells heavily hitting the stage floor.

Stacey Breakall laughs at the memory.
It was 2001, and the first-ever performance
of Kitty Kitty Bang Bang, the legendary
Austin burlesque troupe she founded.
There she was onstage, under her nom de
plume of Tijuana Trixie, midway through
a seductive siren-themed number. “We had
some pasties out of seashells,” she said,
“and what we learned was that seashells are
too heavy to be pasties. There’s a big reveal,
and seashells are just popping off left and
right. I think people in the audience got a
little bit more than they were expecting.”

“You could hear the little ‘clink,” added
Marita De La Torre, aka the stripping
Southern assassin Venus Velvet, “and you
were like, ‘I wonder whose that one was?’
and keep dancing.”

performers have to have it, and they’re not

gonna take it off if they don’t hear it.”
Even if those early audiences were think-
ing of a millennial, Hollywood-glam version
of burlesque, what Breakall and De La Torre
were looking to bring back was the true
golden era of the ecdysiast’s art, and most
especially the leggy legacy of Gypsy Rose
Lee. Breakall had been entranced by her
work since seeing the 1993 biopic Gypsy in
high school (“Thanks, mom!”). She recalled,
“I just loved the over-the-top costumes, and
that playful sense of sexuality onstage.”
New regional burlesque scenes were start-
ing to pop up internationally, given luscious
life by Canada’s Fluffgirl Burlesque Society
and the Shim Shamettes in New Orleans,
and Breakall wanted to bring the most pro-
fessional version of the art to Austin that
she could, even drawing up

Twent later, d e busi lan. “I k that
decac?en Zin};eeartshe?r efasinpeﬁ “I JuSt loved {a)eczzlsneeistsv&gs Islometlrﬁi‘g neif,
formance, five of the original the over-the- and because I was asking peo-

b f Kitty Kitt, le t t t: d take off
]s3eavrfgn ];I:lir; aizsrgunitin}:g forz top COStumes’ tphEeEiroci?th(:;,s tii;a\l:oulz r?e(;d
final lingerie fling at the Texas and that to know that I was serious.”
Burlesque Festival. The first number she called

That one night, June 4 at playful seflse was her old college friend De
the Long Center, is the trib- Of sexuallty La Torre, already a fixture on
ute to these godmothers of the onstage 2 the Austin theatre and dance
still-vibrant Austin burlesque 9 ° scene, and, as Breakall credit-

scene that they helped define,
its highfalutin stage a far
remove from their early days playing clubs
and speakeasies. Back then, the exotic arts
were so underground, the audience needed
educating. This was 2001, when most people
associated burlesque with the Pussycat Dolls
on TV and Moulin Rouge! in cinemas. They
may never have seen a burlesque show in
person before, and the ladies of Kitty Kitty
Bang Bang realized that they needed to give
the crowd permission to play their part in
the production. De La Torre explained, “We’d
always start with, ‘More than anything, this
is about fun. You can hoot and holler.””

“We still do that, even at the festival,”
said TBF Director Terri Lynn Raridon.
“Practice your best wolf whistle and catcall,
because you’re gonna need it because these

TIJUANA TRIXIE

ed her, one of those people who
just knows everyone. “I guess I
was that person that people would go, ‘I want
to do this, call Marita!”” De La Torre said, but
there was something special in the double
trouble she and Breakall could create. “She
had the marketing business brain and I had
the theatre production know-how, so here we
go, unite, and Wonder Twin powers activate.”

That first show, they didn’t even put the
troupe’s name over the door, just the words
“Burlesque Show.” But that was enough to
get audiences through the door and turn
that first shell-shedding performance into a
local institution. “Austin was ready,” De La
Torre said.

Not that there wasn’t burlesque in Austin
before these Kitties polished their claws.
However, it was generally built around occa-

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE TEXAS BURLESQUE FESTIVAL

Burlesque troupe Kitty Kitty Bang Bang in action

sional shows like Burlesque for Peace, while
peers like Red Light Burlesque were less
troupes and more ensembles, with a series
of soloists. The Kitty Kitty Bang Bang
experience was built around themed shows,
group pieces, and showstoppers with every
dancer disrobing in unison. There was
music, an emcee, a full-fledged vaudeville
atmosphere, and shows would run for a full
season. The ladies would throw away their
10-gallon hats (and a lot more) for the deep-
ly Texan El Rancho, mob up as Prohibition-
era molls for Cabaret Rouge, or do up just
enough buttons on their trenchcoats for
Spies, Thighs, and Private Eyes. “It was a
vaudeville setup,” said De La Torre.

A couple of years in and the shows were
getting to the level of performance and the-
atrical complexity Breakall et al. wanted,
so they started looking for a director. Enter
Raridon, owner of Forbidden Fruit, future
Texas Burlesque Festival director, and the-
atrical producer and choreographer, whose
very first production in Austin was a Capital
City Playhouse production of Gypsy, the 1959
musical based on the striptease legend’s life.
”It was a natural transition for me,” Raridon
said. “We did shows that were scripted. You’re
seeing burlesque in a theatrical production.”

Jump to 2022, and it was actually
Raridon’s idea to bring the Bangers back
together (“T’ll take the blame for that,” she
said), not least because there would be no
Texas Burlesque Festival without them. It
was they who founded it in 2007, and she
only took on the leadership role in 2009, the
year that the troupe dissolved. Coming out
of a two-year pandemic hiatus, she wanted
to give them “one last swan song.”

Kitty Kitty Bang Bang founder Tijuana Trixie

Right now, the Kitties are working on
getting back in step, rehearsing one of their
old and most beloved routines for one last
display of dancing exhibitionism. It'll be
just like the old days, complete with their
longtime emcee David Lampe (aka Harvey
Touchbottom) and his signature cape, while
Venus Velvet will be sporting the original
boots she wore the first time around. For De
La Torre, the night will be like the old days in
one specific and vital way: “We knew that it
was always going to be playful, meaning full
of play. That’s what always drove our brand
of burlesque, and why, when we think about
our reunion, we think, ‘I get to play.” |

Texas Burlesque Festival, Rollins Theatre at the
Long Center, 701 W. Riverside. Sat., June 4,
8pm. texasburlesquefestival.com.

Tickets at thelongcenter.org.
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SPRING INTO

LAUGHS

AUSTIN’'S #1 COMEDY TROUPE!
N

Thursdays @ 8 PM | Fridays @ 8 PM & 10 PM | Saturdays @ 8 PM & 10 PM

WWW.ESTHERSFOLLIES.COM
525 E 6th | 512-320-0198

ABHI THE NOMAD
CRIZZLY
JACKIE VENSON

JANE LEO (LEOPOLD AND HIS FICTION +
JANE ELLEN BRYANT) - LIL’ FLIP - HENRY INVISIBL
] ‘ THE LIVING GHOSTS - KING KYLE LEE - AND MORE
™ MAY 28TH - 29TH
RS ANTONE'S NIGHTCLUB + EMPIRE GARAGE

For tickets and more info, go to app.mvrkmusic.com/austinlivemusicrevival

The University of Texas at Austin / blantonmuseum.org / @blantonmuseum fw @& ALWAYS FREE ON THURSDAY

Don't miss the wildly inventive and intensely memorable Oscar Munoz:
Invisibilia, closing on June 5. Throughout a decades-long career, the
Colombian artist has used various mediums—from photography and
video to sculpture and even shower curtains—in unexpected ways to
get you thinking about ideas like memory, loss, and the brevity of life.
Come see this immersive, interactive exhibition filled with rarely seen
works presented together for one powerful experience. Details and tips
for visiting at blantonmuseum.org/AC522.

This exhibition is co-organized by the Blanton Museum of Art and Phoenix Art Museum.

Image: Oscar Mufoz, Linea del destino [Line of Destiny] (detail), still, 20086, single-channel video without sound, 2 min.
Denver Art Museum, Gift of Polly and Mark Addison (photo: courtesy of the artist)
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[ [
Five Things
... to keep your arts account in
the Black By wAYNE ALAN BRENNER

Unless you're one of those poltroons quaking in your panic room
due to fear of critical race theory or even the suggestion that much
of modern culture was originated by people of color, reckon you'll be
gladdened by these five recommendations that feature creations by
and/or about African American artists.

GROUND FLOOR THEATRE: DOT

Colman Domingo’s twisted comedy grapples unflinchingly with
aging parents, midlife crises, and the heart of a West Philly neighbor-
hood, all brought to vibrant staged life in this new production from
Ground Floor Theatre. Directed by Lisa B. Thompson, starring Melody
Fullylove as Dotty, with Michelle Alexander, Patti Neff-Tiven, Jeremy
Rashad Brown, Grayson Hunt, and Oktavea LaToi. Through May 28.
Thu.-Sat., 8pm. Ground Floor Theatre, 979 Springdale #122, 512/840-1804. $20.
groundfloortheatre.org. Read our review at austinchronicle.com/arts.

KMFA: LARA DOWNES PERFORMS QUINN MASON

KMPFA Classical 89.5FM announces the first of three commis-
sioned works by Dallas-based composer Quinn Mason, the inaugural
commissioned composer of the Draylen Mason composer-in-residence
program. This new piece for solo piano will be premiered by pianist
Lara Downes. Fri., May 27, 7pm. Draylen Mason Studio, 41 Navasota, 512/527-
4739. $25. kmfa.org

(.

A PEN AMERICA AUSTIN: WHO IS
AFRAID OF BLACK BOOKS?

Moderated by Jennifer M. Wilks and fea-
turing two contributors to the 1619 Project
(acclaimed author ZZ Packer and award-
winning poet Danez Smith), this conversation
will reflect on the recent book bans and the
power of literature to spur important cultural
conversations. Thu., June 2, 7pm. Central Library,
710 W. Cesar Chavez, 512/974-7400. Free, but RSVP.
austinlibrary.org

ICOSA GALLERY:
I BELIEVE IN THINGS I CANNOT SEE

An exhibition that features collaborative
work from Tammie Rubin and Darcie Book?
Our recommendation is high for this show
in which the artists investigate how to turn
their collective space into an object — where
awareness of body and movement become
essential — with large, sculptural forms of
paper creating a spatial dichotomy, providing
the opportunity to travel between two dis-
tinct realms. Through June 25. Opening reception:
Fri., May 27, 7-10pm. 916 Springdale #102, 512/920-
2062. Free. icosacollective.com

A PENFOLD THEATRE: WAR OF THE WORLDS

In Jarret King’s reimagining of a multimedia classic, Orson Welles and his
radio troupe, the Mercury Theatre, are a group of Black artists fighting to hold
their place at the CBS radio studio. “In the hope of securing a critical corpo-
rate sponsorship, Welles orchestrates a last-ditch ratings stunt that causes
national panic and secures their undeniable — if infamous — place in media
history.” Directed by Marcus McQuirter and featuring actors Marc Pouhé, John
Christopher, Kenah Benefield, Yunina Barbour-Payne, Dane Parker, Judd Farris,
Zac Carr, and Sarah Byington. June 2-18. Thu.-Sat., 7:30pm; Sun., 5pm. Ground Floor
Theatre, 979 Springdale #122, 512/850-4849. $16 and up. penfoldtheatre.org

OPENING

THE JIGGLEWATTS BURLESQUE WITH THE COPA
KINGS! You gotta go to the Jigglewatts Burlesque Revue.
You gotta go to the Copa Kings show. You gotta go to the
combination Jigglewatts Burlesque + Copa Kings revue
show, where the sassy classy performers join with live
big band music for some sizzlin’ burly-q at the Ballroom.
Thu., May 26, 8pm. The Ballroom, 2906 Fruth. $20-140.
thejigglewattsburlesque.com.

UNDARK: A RADIOACTIVE PUPPET PLAY Trouble
Puppet, Austin’s premier troupe of object manipulators and
societal provocateurs, returns with this tale of female
workers manufacturing luminous timepieces and navigational
instruments using the newly discovered natural wonder:
radium. The case of the “Radium Girls” is a story of shock-
ing criminal negligence and the perseverance of women
against a misogynistic system, and you can be sure that
Connor Hopkins and company, working under a grant from
the Jim Henson Foundation, will bring this fraught atomic
time to vivid half-life onstage. May 27-June 12. Thu.-Sat.,
8pm; Sun., 6pm. The Vortex, 2307 Manor Rd., 512/478-
5282. $15-37. vortexrep.org.

DANCING WITH MARY JANE The raucous and racy
dancers of Bat City Bombshells light up the stage (and
other things) to present Austin’s premier drug-induced, haze-
themed burlesque show. Sat., May 28, 7:30pm & 10:30pm.
Kick Butt Coffee, 5775 Airport, 512/454-5425. $15-250.
batcitybombshells.com.

TIGER DEN: SOMEWHERE ON JAZZ STREET The Tiger
Den’s Le Peep Show, in collaboration with cabaret house the
Girlie Revue, presents a night of “wild sound and even wilder
bodies,” aiming to intoxicate you with their mad dances and
cabaret. Sat., May 28, 6, 7:45, & 9:30pm. Tiger Den, 1303

E. Fourth. $50.

CLOSING

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM Austin Shakespeare’s Free
Shakespeare in Zilker Park series returns with the Bard’s most
madcap, fae-ensorceled romantic comedy, in which so many
favorite characters merge to present one of the world’s great

dramatic works. Directed by Ann Ciccolella. Through May 29.

Thu.-Sun., 8pm. Beverly S. Sheffield Zilker Hillside Theater, 2206
William Barton Dr., 512/974-4000. Free. austinshakespeare.org.

MACK & MABEL This reimagined version of the musical Mack
& Mabel exposes the destructive, co-dependent relation-
ship between great Hollywood comic director Mack Sennett
and the brilliant young star of his early “two-reelers,” Mabel
Normand. The show features Sebastian Vitale as Mack, Sarah-
Marie Curry(!) as Mabel, Katya Welch as Lottie Ames, and
Noah Steele as Frank Wyman. Directed by Michael Cooper for
Alchemy Theatre. Through May 29. Fri.-Sat., 8om; Sun., 2pm.
130 Pedernales Ste. 318-B. $30-55. thealchemytheatre.org.

THE HIDEOUT Live improvisation is back at the Hideout!
Yes, the diverse lineup of sometimes hilarious, always surpris-
ing yes-and shows has returned, with Pgraph and Maestro
and more, for the most unexpected delights of in-person

entertainment. For instance, this weekend: American Brass,
which makes Succession look tame, and Hoot Night, which
riffs on skiffy tropes like there’s no tomorrow. See the website
for details. Hideout Theatre & Coffeehouse, 617 Congress,
512/476-1313. hideouttheatre.com.

COLDTOWNE “Set your dial to CTTV for at-home entertain-
ment on ColdTowne’s Twitch channel, featuring experimental
improy, live podcasts, scripted readings, guest characters, and
more.” And they’ve got in-person shows popping up around
town, too - see website for details. coldtownetheater.com.

ESTHER’S FOLLIES Esther’s Follies - Austin’s not-so-secret
weapon in the fight against ennui - the comedy gem that still
dazzles this growing urban hub - returns to the weekly live and
in-person stage of their club on Dirty Sixth, the whole troupe
bringing back old favorites and debuting a new program of hilar-
ity with topical, ripped-from-the-headlines sketches and musical
numbers. Also: the mind-boggling illusions presented by
magician Ray Anderson. Thu., 8pm; Fri.-Sat., 8 & 10pm. Esther’s
Follies, 525 E. Sixth, 512/320-0198. $30-40. esthersfollies.com.

FALLOUT COMEDY This hotbed of local performance is car-
rying on even more than usual, with an eclectic mix of live,
mind-rocking comedy from some of Austin’s best, all week
long. Pro tip: The Sure Thing showcase on Friday night is, as
ever, a don’t-miss event. Check the website for details. Fallout
Theater, 616 Lavaca, 616/676-7209. falloutcomedy.com.

SAM TALLENT You probably owe it to yourself to head on over
and see this man Tallent, the comedian The Denver Post called
“the absurd voice of a surreal generation.” Although the title
of his comedy special, Waiting for Death to Claim Us, doesn’t
sound the least bit absurd, does it? Just ... so fucking accurate.
;) Fri.-Sat., May 27-28, 9 & 11pm. The Creek and the Cave,
611 E. Seventh, 737/222-0852. $20. creekandcave.com.

BUZZ MILL COMEDY We told you, didn’t we, that this
newest Buzz Mill has a full slate of funny supercharging their
sweet and welcoming lounge, night after night after night?
Check their website, see what’s on, and treat yourself to some
mighty tasty noms while you're there. Buzz Mill Eastside,
1209 E. Seventh. buzzmillcoffee.com.

YO BANANA BOY: AN IMPROVISED PALINDRAMEDY
ColdTowne Theater and Especially Heinous present an improv
experience inspired by palindromes. Join 'em for a totally banan-
as show full of plot twists and turns where, who knows, they may
just ... sit on a potato pan, Otis. Through May 29. Sunday, 7pm.
GameOn! ATX, 1515 Dungan #200. $10. coldtownetheater.com.

BALLET AUSTIN: CLASSES Learn your way to physical
grace with a dance class at Ballet Austin. There are so many
varieties to choose among - ballet, barre, contemporary
dance, hip-hop, tap, cardio dance fitness, Pilates, and more
- and all taught by professional instructors. See website for
details. Ongoing. $3-7 per class. balletaustin.org.

VENTANA BALLET: BEAUTIFUL WORLD Here’s a cele-
bration of music, dance, visual art, and earth-themed refresh-
ments, where Ventana Ballet and Austin Camerata premiere
A Million Alien Gospels, as composed by Michael Alec Rose
and choreographed by AJ Garcia-Rameau and Dorothy
0’Shea Overbey. Bonus: Capital Area Master Naturalists
present the winners of the nature photography contest and
Tree Folks lead a tree ID activity. June 2-4. Thu., 6:30pm; Fri.-
Sat., 6:30 & 9:30pm. Draylen Mason Studio, 41 Navasota,
512/522-1655. $30. ventanaballet.com.
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5/26 CASABLANCA 7:30PM 6/12 HOW TO STEAL A MILLION 1:00PM
5/28 CASABLANCA 1:00PM 6/12 RESERVOIR DOGS 4:15PM

5/28 SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN 4:00PM 6/14 THE STING 7:30PM

6/16 BONNIE AND CLYDE 7:30PM

EYPER )
6/17 a3l SHOWGIRLS 9:00PM

5/29 SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN 1:00PM

5/29 GOODFELLAS 4:00PM

5/31 A FISH CALLED WANDA 7:30PM 6/18 JULES AND JIM 1:00PM

6/18 CLEO FROM 5 TO 7 4:00PM
6/1 PAPER MOON 7:30PM

6/19 DR. NO 1:00PM
6/6 THE ITALIAN JOB 7:30PM
6/19 THE SPY WHO LOVED 4:.00PM
6/7 RIFIF1 7:30PM
6/21 THE THIN MAN 7:30PM
6/8 BOTTLE ROCKET 7:30PM

6/9 §gg§ﬁ MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 7:30PM

6/22 MY MAN GODFREY 7:30PM

6/23 THE PHILADELPHIA STORY 7:30PM
6/10 PARIS IS BURNING 7:30PM
6/25 IT HAPPENED ONE NIGHT 1:00PM

6/11 MAJESTIC CABARET BALL 8:00PM

6/25
6/25

6/26

6/28

6/29

6/26

6/30

mn

7/8
715

HIS GIRL FRIDAY 4:00PM

EYPER .
azal. DEEPCOVER 7:00PM

WOMEN ON THE VERGE OF A
NERVOUS BREAKDOWN 4:15PM

PILLOW TALK 7:30PM
RAISING ARIZONA 7:30PM
ANNIE 1:00PM

FYPER )
371l HOLY MOTORS 7:30PM
THE ROCKY HORROR

PICTURE SHOW 9:00PM

KYPER )
33AL: TAMPOPO 7:30PM

[YPER THEY LIVE 7:30PM
gﬁg&m

Announcing new films all summer long! July films will be revealed Wed, June 15

TICKETS: AUSTINTHEATRE.ORG OR 512-474-1221

The Paramount and Stateside Theatres
713 Congress Avenue Austin, TX 78701
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The funny folks of Austin
comedy troop Y’All We Asian

PHOTO BY STEVEN HU

Laughter, AAPI Style

Austin’s Y’All We Asian wraps up Asian American &
Pacific Islander Heritage Month with a Big O’ Comedy

Showcase By VALERIE LOPEZ

Is there a better way to celebrate Asian American
& Pacific Islander Heritage Month than with a com-
edy show? Not just any comedy show, but a Big
O’ Comedy Showcase hosted by Y’all We Asian,
Austin’s (and Texas’) original all-Asian American
improv troupe. The May 27 extravaganza will cele-
brate five years of bringing their brand of collabora-
tive comedy to Austin audiences by combining the
celebration of Asian culture with stand-up, improv,
sketch, storytelling, and more.

Founding member Yola Lu traced the origin of
the Y’all We Asian troupe back to 2017 when she,
Kim Tran (now based in Spain and supporting from
afar), and a small group of comics and improvisers
sought to create an all-Asian comedy showcase.
Lu said that when the first show sold out she
realized that “people were just excited to see that
there was an Asian American showcase in town.”
The troupe adopted the name Y’all We Asian
and launched the monthly all-Asian showcases
Summer Vacation and Starring Y’all We Asian at
Coldtowne Theater. In July 2020, they opened
the monthly show Y’all We Asian: Family Style at
Fallout Theater, and Lu said it’s a badge of honor
that the monthly shows have enjoyed a record of
selling out each time.

Lu’s aim with the annual May celebration of the
troupe’s anniversary (which she lovingly refers to
as the “flagship show”) is simple: “I really wanted
to get a community of people together to come
celebrate Asian American comedy. ... We're trying
really hard to kind of make this seem like a really
big Asian American comedy party.” This year’s
show is hosted and headlined by Y’all We Asian
and will feature stand-up performers Peng Dang,
KC Shornima, Paul Smith, Liem Nguyen, and Arun
Rama. Musical comedy will be provided by Cheryl

Cruz, and Lu promises Asian food vendors, a photo
booth, and a full bar.

Beyond the work that Lu and Y’all We Asian
does on Austin stages, the stand-up comic, impro-
viser, and actress launched a community of Asian
American performers through Disoriented Comedy
10 years ago. The mostly female stand-up comedy
tour became a national movement celebrating
Asian American women in comedy as well as intro-
ducing Asian audiences to comedy. Lu said it was
important to create spaces for both Asian American
performers and audience members to participate in
comedy safely and without fear of being singled out
for being different. If you've been paying attention
to the comedy specials released by streaming net-
works lately, you've noticed the greater represen-
tation of Asian American comics. Austin has been
fortunate to be a regular destination for national
touring comics such as Ronny Chieng, Margaret
Cho, Jimmy 0. Yang, Jo Koy, and others (hint: If
you're just discovering these Asian American come-
dy heavy hitters, go find their specials online).

The party atmosphere at this weekend’s show is
partly brought on by the fact that after five years
of success, Y’all We Asian has been an unparalleled
leader in bringing Asian American comedy to
Austin and Texas audiences. My conversation with
Lu ended with her saying, “I'm just really excited
for the audience to be excited and laughing.”

Y’all We Asian presents a Big O’ Comedy
Showcase at the Asian American Resource
Center, 8401 Cameron. Fri., May 27, 8pm.
Tickets $15 via eventbrite.com

Y’all We Asian: Family Style, Fallout Theater,
616 Lavaca. First Friday of every month, 8pm.

Valerie Lopez is the executive producer of the
Comedy Wham podcast. comedywham.com.

STRINGS IN THE WOODS WITH CHARLIE RAUH & ADAM
LEVY GUITAR DUO Imagine being led on a private musical
hike by an Austin Music Award winner (that’s fiddle-player Will
Taylor), enjoying songs along the way as you explore a stun-
ning nature preserve - with a sprinkle of meditation, history,
geology, and plant and bird identification - ending with a final
sunset concert with guitar duo Charlie and Adam. Sun., May
29, 7-9pm. Jester King Craft Brewery, 13187 Fitzhugh Rd.,
512/589-8749. $40. stringsinthewoods.com.

EVENTS

LAGUNA GLORIA: MIFFY FOUNTAIN’S “GOTCHA
DAY” The Miffy Fountain, that adorable weeping bun of a
sculpture, has been on loan to the Contemporary Austin
since 2015 and will now join the museum permanently -
right there in the domesticated wilds of Laguna Gloria. This
celebration comes with complimentary cocktails, live music
from Texas String Assembly, artmaking with a Miffy-inspired
art kit, and more. Pro-tip: Get your tickets, preorder a picnic
from Spread & Co., and enjoy this rabbit at rest. Thu., May
26, 6-8pm. Laguna Gloria Amphitheater, 3809 W. 35th. $10.
thecontemporaryaustin.org.

BLUE GENIE ART BAZAAR’S MAY MARKET The creators
of the award-winning Blue Genie Art Bazaar bring back their
spring arts shopping event, featuring the work of more than

100 regional artisans and craftspeople under one roof.
Listen, you want locally made, unique gifts for Mother's Day,
Father's Day, graduations, anniversaries, weddings, or what-
ever? You wanna treat yourself, even, citizen? Here’s where.
Through May 30. Fri.-Sun., 10am-8pm. Blue Genie Art Bazaar,
6100 Airport, 512/222-7303. bluegenieartbazaar.com.

THE CATHEDRAL: MAY OPEN HOUSE The atxGALS
crew at the Cathedral enjoy highlighting Austin’s top woman
talent at these monthly open house events, and you'll enjoy
an evening of dancing to live music by Honey Son, sipping
on complimentary cocktails, and shopping a diversity of art
forms: abstract, figurative, landscape, mixed media, collage,
watercolor, and more from talented locals - including the
night's featured artist, Steph Ivelisse. Fri., May 27, 7-10pm.
The Cathedral, 2403 E. 16th, 512/220-4108. $15-25.
thecathedralatx.com.

OPENING
REALLY SMALL MUSEUM: BREAKING Jana Swec's

Breaking will 1) be displayed here for one month and 2)
change throughout its stay, offering good reason for repeated
visits. Opening reception: Thu., May 26, 6pm. 1311 Harvey.
instagram.com/reallysmallmuseum_atx.

RICHESART GALLERY: CHAOS ART This new show
explores the impact that mental illness has on society and
the role art can play in encouraging positive self-expression,
featuring more than 30 works by Xavier Alvarado, Wiley Ross,
Ciera Mundy, Chase Kotzebue, Rachel Bell, Danny De Leon
Jr., and Richard Samuel. Through June 19. RichesArt Gallery,
2511-A E. Sixth. richesart.com.

Ro5 Gallery: Steven Lavaggi

The acclaimed artist showcases his otherworldly landscapes — where serenity
meets surrealism - exclusively at this longtime gallery that’s been newly trans-
planted to the Arboretum. Opening reception: Sat., May 28, 7-9pm. Aos Gallery,
10000 Research #118, 512/481-1111. ao5gallery.com.

26 THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE MAY 27,2022 austinchronicle.com



Summer Break Productions
Camiba Gallery: PRESENTS

Ruspicious ADULT PROM EVENT

PR k
Premonition 4
The maestro of labor-intensive,
screenprinted, hand-braided,

multilayered graphic brilliance
- yes, we're talking about that

BAdreon Henry - returns to the ON *TH E

Camiba Gallery with a new show.
Opening reception: Thu., May 26,
6-8:30pm. Camiba Gallery, 6448
Hwy. 290 E. Ste. A-102, 512/937-
5921. camibagallery.com.

raconteur Dan Chaon - in conversation with Doug Dorst, n " I E“T 0“ I

DAN CHAON: SLEEPWALK That irrepressible ginger
s0 you know this’ll be good - discusses his latest novel, a

high-speed and darkly comic road trip through a near-future

America with a bighearted mercenary. He'll be signing books, Fu n nn “lTs
too. Tue., May 31, 7pm. Central Library, 710 W. Cesar Chavez,

512/542-0076. Free, but RSVP austinlibrary.org. -

ROBERT EVANS: AFTER THE REVOLUTION The author Leave the kids at home
presents his new thriller, a chronicle of serendipitous allianc-

es in a dystopia that’s right around the corner. Thu., June HM m"le Ila"e Sﬂm'e mn

, 7pom. BookPeople, 603 N. Lamar, 512/472-5050. $19 ’
JUNE3 | 6-10PM

(Zincludes the book). bookpeople.com.
THE BAKER SCHOOL
ALAMO DRAFTHOUSE OFFICES

Purchase tickets at
WWW.SUMMERBREAKTHEATRE.COM
Tickets include

APPETIZERS AND 1 DRINK!

SAGE STUDIO: SUPERGROUP SAGE Studio presents a
music-themed exhibition featuring the work of Rick Fleming,
Jackson Sutton, and Jennifer Williams. Bonus: The opening
reception’s got beverages from Ranch Rider Spirits and

an all-vinyl soundtrack provided by DJ GrossY’all. Opening
reception: Fri., May 27, 6-9pm. SAGE Studio, 916 Springdale
Bldg. 2 #103. sagestudioatx.com.

CLOSING
CO-LAB PROJECTS: DOOM AND BLOOM Here’s an exhibi-

tion of prints, sculptures, and sound by Alex Boeschenstein, !
Anthony Rundblade, and Emma Rossoff, who ask: How does !
one make art about and within this in-real-life apocalyptic ,
stream? “With a mixture of hope, humor, and horror, their !
vision invokes the absurdity of being suspended within the '
bog-water monotony of an unevenly collapsing system, of .
dangling helplessly by a string, watching on as the outmod- |

ed refuse to die.” Through May 28. Co-Lab Projects, 5419
Glissman, 512/300-8217. co-labprojects.org.

DAVIS GALLERY: CALM: A JOURNEY “My focus the past
five years has been how line, color, and form can alter our
sense of well-being,” says the Austin-based artist Jan Heaton,
whose newest watercolors saturate the walls of this excellent
gallery with visual wonders that will alter your own sense of
well-being, too - for the better. This exhibition reveals a jour-
ney illuminated by gentle, enticing beauty, a pigmented path
forged with expertise and passion. Through May 28. Davis
Gallery, 837 W. 12th, 512/477-4929. davisgalleryaustin.com.

OLD BAKERY GALLERY: PATHS OF LIGHT Andrea
Loomis’ kiln-formed glasswork focuses on the emotional
strength of light. Larry Akers’ artworks in patterned mate-
rials and illumination generate highly kinetic moire effects
that respond to a viewer's movements and shifts of focus.
Through May 28. Old Bakery & Emporium, 1006 Congress,
512/974-1317. austintexas.gov.

WALLY WORKMAN GALLERY: DAYDREAMERS The excel-
lent Patrick Puckett returns with a plethora of portraits in
his gorgeous neo-Fauvist style, brightening 1) the walls of the
Workman Gallery and 2) the lives of all who see these colorful
wonders. Through May 29. Wally Workman Gallery, 1202 W.
Sixth, 512/472-7428. wallyworkmangallery.com.

BOOKS

STORY CIRCLE NETWORK Nonprofit organization for
women, offering monthly reading and writing circles and
more, in North, Central, and South Austin. storycircle.org.

City of Austin

%17 2022-23
Public Artinyour =" BUDGET

Neighborhood

It’s one of the many things made
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Maudie’s Moonlight
Margarita Run

A fun run that brings two Austin faves togeth-
er: running and margaritas! Funds raised go
toward keeping the Butler Hike-and-Bike Trail
in tiptop shape thanks to the Trail Foundation.
Registrants get a T-shirt, two margs, and
yummy Maudie’s Tex-Mex at the afterparty.
Thu., June 2, 8pm. Sand Beach Park, 111 Sandra
Muraida Way. $50. thetrailfoundation.org/mmr.

DONATE BLOOD, GET QUESO For some of us, queso almost
runs through our veins. We Are Blood partnered with Kerbey
Lane Cafe to provide blood donors with vouchers for a free
queso while supplies last, so schedule an appointment online
or call 512/206-1266. Through May 31. We Are Blood donor
centers and mobile drives. weareblood.org.

FINLEY’S POP-UP BARBERSHOP Finley's takes over part

of the historic Driskill Hotel’s Chisholm Trail Room, offering
haircuts, beard/mustache trims, and straight-razor shaves along
with a bit of early 1900s nostalgia. Through May 29. The Driskill
Hotel, 604 Brazos, 512/439-1234. popupbarbershop.com.

LONE STAR LIMERICKS CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS Brush
Square Museums and Brush Square Museums Foundation
announce an open call to writers to submit original limericks
about Texas or Austin. Submissions accepted through June 4;
finalists voted on June 5-11. Online. woobox.com/ieunzb.

LUMBER SOCIETY KNOT-TYING WORKSHOP You do knot
want to miss this course teaching everything from a better way to
tie your shoes to essentials for camping. Thu., May 26, 7pm. Buzz
Mill, 1505 Town Creek. $20. buzzmillcoffee.com.

THE DROP-IN A free outdoor concert series with select
nights programmed by Black Fret. Thursdays through Aug. 11,
8pm. Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside,
512/474-5664. Free. thelongcenter.org.

& TRAP N PAINT Today’s best music with a fun painting
class, perfect for a ladies’ night or date night, with supplies
included. Fri., May 27, 6:30pm. Historic Victory Grill, 1104 E.
11th. $40. encoreatx.eventbrite.com.

GIMME GIMME DISCO Become a “Dancing Queen” at this
ABBA-inspired dance party. Fri., May 27, 9pm. Empire Control
Room & Garage, 606 E. Seventh. $12. empireatx.com.

AUSTIN GREEK FESTIVAL Enjoy Greek music, dance, vendors,
church tours, and kid-friendly activities, as well as delish dishes
and drinks. May 27-29. fri.-Sat., 11am-10pm; Sun., noon-
10pm. 414 St. Stephen’s School Rd. austingreekfestival.com.

¢ RIVER CITY POPS: DREAM ON Austin’s premier adult
show choir sings inspiring songs, supporting the group’s
mission to provide enjoyable, family-appropriate, affordable
entertainment to diverse groups and support local charities.
May 27-28. Fri., 7pm; Sat., 2 & 7pm. Dougherty Arts Center,
1110 Barton Springs Rd. rivercitypops.org.

ASMBLY MAKERSPACE ANNIVERSARY The nonprofit

makers’ shop celebrates its first year with networking, free
lunch, tours, machine demos, door prizes, and kid-friendly
activities. Sat., May 28, 11am-2pm. Asmbly Makerspace,

9701 Dessau #304. Free; RSVP for lunch. asmbly.org.

OUTLAW MARKET Live music, an outdoor market, and more
on the spacious patio. Sat., May 28, 2-6pm. The Jackalope
South Shore, 1523 Tinnin Ford Rd. jackalopebar.com.

¢ EUPHORIA Start summer with a Memorial Day weekend
celebration featuring Euphoria Fest alums and local favorites.
Sat., May 28, 3-11pm. Long Center for the Performing Arts,
701 W. Riverside. $50-100. euphoriafest.com.

& AUSTIN LIVE MUSIC REVIVAL Celebrating the trium-
phant return to form of the live music capital of the world
with over 20 performances on two stages (Empire both
days; Antone’s on day two). A portion of proceeds will go to
supporting the Black Austin Musicians’ Collective. Sat.-Sun.,
May 28-29. Empire Control Room & Garage, 606 E. Seventh;
Antone’s, 305 E. Fifth. $50-70. fb.com/mrvklive.

ONEWHEEL DEMO TOUR Hang with the Onewheel crew, try
out a new GT or Pint X, and maybe even ride a mechanical
bull. Plus, meet with Meals on Onewheels for a food distribu-
tion early Sunday. Get details online. Sat.-Sun., May 28-29,
11am-6pm. Fair Market, 1100 E. Fifth. Free. onewheel.com.

UNCOMMON FLEA Uncommon Objects’ big backyard is
transformed into a dynamic marketplace for all things vin-
tage, found and made. Last Sundays, 10am-3pm. Uncommon
Objects, 1602 Fortview. uncommonobjects.com.

BAT CITY GOTH SWAP AND FLEA Indulge your desire for
creepy capitalism at this vendor market full of dark wares
from clothing to decor, home accessories to vintage antiques.
Make sure to bring SPF 1,000 to protect your mortal (or
immortal) flesh. Sun., May 29, noon-5pm. The Glass Coffin,
3009 N. I-35. fb.com/theglasscoffin.

CLIMATE ACTION HAPPY HOUR The Austin chapter of
Citizens’ Climate Lobby meets to discuss climate change
activism locally and nationally, and to meet those who care
deeply about climate change. Sun., May 29, 12:30-2pm.
Batch, 3220 Manor Rd. climateactionhappyhour.com.

5 MORIAH WILSON MEMORIAL RIDE The local cycling
community will gather to honor cycling star Moriah Wilson,
who was murdered during a recent visit to Austin. This will

be followed by a short ride to Deep Eddy Pool, the last place
Wilson visited on the day of her death. A GoFundMe has been
set up in her honor to support youth sports organizations.
Sun., May 29, 4:30pm. Republic Square, 422 Guadalupe.
fb.com/events/980941095909342.

¢ HIGH NOON TALK Dr. Thomas R. Cole will speak about
his book No Color Is My Kind, which focuses on Elderwey
Stearns, a civil rights leader and lawyer in Houston’s deseg-
regation movement. Wed., June 1, noon. Bullock Texas State
History Museum, 1800 Congress. thestoryoftexas.com.

USA TODAY’S STORYTELLERS PROJECT You'll feel heart-
ened, uplifted, and more connected to the world with stories

on the theme “Neighbors” Wed., June 1, 7pm. The Ballroom,

2906 Fruth. $12. storytellersproject.com.

& HAAM CORPORATE BATTLE OF THE BANDS Health
Alliance for Austin Musicians gives local stuffed-shirts the
chance to live their rock star dreams for a good cause with
this contest to crown the best corporate band and raise
funds for musicians’ health care. See which corporations have
the coolest employees at the showdown judged by a panel

of celebrities and music industry experts. Thu., June 2, 6pm.
ACL Live at the Moody Theater, 310 W. Willie Nelson. Free;
donations encouraged. myhaam.org.

ARTS COMMISSION SPECIAL CALLED MEETING The
commission will hear from a multitude of agencies regard-
ing cultural arts funding and processes. Sign up online to
speak and watch on ATXN. Tue., May 31, 6pm. Permitting &
Development Center, 6310 Wilhelmina Delco. austintexas.gov.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONS IN NEIGHBORHOODS
An opportunity to learn about the Development Services
Department Community Tree Preservation and Environmental
Inspection teams and their work, including the tree protection
ordinance, sediment and erosion control measures, and
reporting suspected violations. Tue., May 31, 6:30-8pm.
Austin Energy, 721 Barton Springs Rd. austintexas.gov.

ETHICS IN BUSINESS AWARDS LUNCHEON Recognizing
the best in Central Texas leadership, vetted by selected stu-
dents at Concordia University Texas. Fri., May 27, 11am-1pm.
AT&T Executive Education and Conference Center, 1900
University Dr. $100. recognizegood.org/event-tickets.

HOUSING & PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING The com-
mittee will discuss possible amendments to vertical mixed-
use zoning and hear about accessory dwelling units and
equitable transit-oriented development. Tue., May 31, 3pm.
City Hall, 301 W. Second. austintexas.gov.

PAN AM PARK RENAMING The community is invited to
provide feedback on a proposal to change the name of Pan
American Neighborhood Park to Tony Castillo Pan American
Neighborhood Park. An online survey is now open, and meet-
ings will be held online and at the park. Survey open through
June 4. Virtual: Thu., June 2, 7pm; in-person: Sat., June 4,
10:30am. 2100 E. Third. austintexas.gov.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR CITY DRAFT
ALLOCATION PLAN Each year, the city prepares a plan
detailing the amount of federal funding to be allocated

to various housing and public service programs. Give your
feedback online or at a public hearing Thu., June 9, 10am,
with City Council. Survey open through June 10. Online.
austintexas.gov.

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE MEETING The committee
will discuss homelessness and health care equity. Wed., June
1, 9:30am. City Hall, 301 W. Second. austintexas.gov.

PUBLIC INPUT ON ARP FUNDING FOR HOMELESSNESS
The public is invited to provide input on the city’s plan to
allocate federal funds dedicated to homelessness and hous-
ing instability, either online or on June 9 with City Council.
Through June 10. austintexas.gov.

SAFE FENCE REGULATIONS FEEDBACK The Development
Services Dept. seeks feedback on improvements to fence design
safety regulations. Input can also be given at speakupaustin.org.
Thu., May 26, 6-8pm. Permitting & Development Center,
6310 Wilhelmina Delco. austintexas.gov.

MEMORIAL DAY

A CHISOS MEMORIAL DAY CRAWFISH BOIL Celebrate

with a giant Slip 'N Slide, hundreds of pounds of crawfish, and
live music, with donation proceeds going to the Texas Military
Forces Museum at Camp Mabry. Sat., May 28, 1-5pm. Chisos
Boots, 3507 S. First. Free; donations for crawfish. chisos.com.

MEMORIAL DAY RUCK Join a 5-mile ruck march to support
DOVE, which works to connect veterans with living organ donors.
Mon., May 30, 8am. Texas State Cemetery, 909 Navasota,

512/463-0605. $50 donation. tacticalfitnessaustin.com/dove.

THE HOME TEAMS

& AUSTIN GILGRONIS Welcome the rugby team back
home after a couple on the road. Vs. San Diego Legion. Sat.,
May 28, 7pm. Bold Stadium, 9201 Circuit of the Americas
Blvd. agrugby.com.

AUSTIN FC WATCH PARTY Watch the Verde take on LA
Galaxy with the supporters’ group Austin Anthem. Sun., May
29, 3pm. Oskar Blues Brewery Austin, 10420 Metric #150,
512/243-7054. austinanthem.org.

& ROUND ROCK EXPRESS Vs. Oklahoma City. Thursday
it's dog-friendly for Pints & Pups, and Sunday is Kids’ Day.
Attendees get a chance to win a used car Saturday courtesy
of Nyle Maxwell. May 31-June 5. Tue.-Fri., 7:05pm; Sat.,
6:05pm; Sun., 1:05pm. Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley
Blvd., Round Rock, 512/255-2255. rrexpress.com.

River
Guardian
Beer Release
Party

Celebrate your love of
Central Texas rivers with
the release of a special
brew and live mermaids
from Mermaid Society
(noon-4pm). Sat., May 28,
11am-9pm. Roughhouse
Brewing, 680 Oakwood
Loop, San Marcos. Free.
roughhousebrewing.com.
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the Quiet Valley Ranch, featuring legacy acts and up-and-coming stars. May 26-June 12. |
Kerrville. kerrvillefolkfestival.org.

RECREATION & FITNESS

DOOM METAL GOAT YOGA What could be better than yoga
with baby goats and sludgy doom metal riffs? Sat., May 28,
10am. Jester King Craft Brewery, 13187 Fitzhugh Rd. $25.
Jesterkingbrewery.com.

FARM YOGA Enjoy a peaceful morning yoga session
preceded by a quick succulent care class with East Austin
Succulents, then explore the farm and shop local goods,
eggs, and produce. Yoga mats, Mad Hippie sunscreen, and
water will be provided, and guests get a $5 voucher to use at
the farmstand and a gift from East Austin Succulents. Every
other Saturday, 8:30am. Boggy Creek Farm, 3414 Lyons.
$30. fb.com/swiftfitevents.

GROUNDED DANCE CARDIO Pop in for an upbeat, high-energy
dance cardio session with Austin’s best instructors, featuring

Erica Nix on the first Saturdays of the month. Saturdays through
July 30. Fareground, 111 Congress. Free. faregroundaustin.com.

FREE BILINGUAL YOGA Sana Yoga provides a pathway
for healing with equitable and accessible programming.
Saturdays, 10am. Emma S. Barrientos Mexican American
Cultural Center, 600 River St. fb.com/esbmacc.

DROP-IN HIP HOP CLASSES FOR ADULTS Beginners to
advanced dancers welcome to drop in for a great workout set
to hip-hop and pop music. Sundays, 12:30pm. Ballet Austin,
501 W. Third. $5-26. balletaustin.org.

BETTER BALANCE & MOVEMENT WORKSHOP Improving
balance can help reduce and prevent falls. This four-week
workshop will focus on promoting and maintaining better
balance, coordination, and posture through a series of sim-
ple brain and muscle exercises. Thursdays starting June 2,
12:15pm. Ballet Austin, 501 W. Third. Free. balletaustin.org.

RUNS, WALKS, & RIDES

¢ BIKE NIGHT AT COTA Clip in and navigate the Circuit
and enjoy fantastic sunset views of COTA's signature
Observation Deck and the Austin skyline. Select Tuesdays.
Circuit of the Americas, 9201 Circuit of the Americas Blvd.
circuitoftheamericas.com/bike.
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ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE FESTIVAL Join
the fun and celebrate Asian Heritage Month with dancers,
music, movies, and ethnic food. Fri.-Sun., May 27-29. Grand
Prairie. asiatimessquare.com.

& BUZZFEST The sweetest happening all weekend is an
interactive, hands-on event with bee experts, bee-related
vendors, music, food, mead tastings, and an attempt at
making a bee beard on a willing participant. Read more
in “Day Trips,” below. Sat., May 28, 11am-3pm. BeeWeaver
Honey Farm, Navasota. $5. beeweaver.com.

ROCKPORT WINE FESTIVAL More than 75 kinds of wine
and beer will be on tap along with food demonstrations,
local cuisine, and music. Sat., May 28, 2-11pm. Rockport.
texasmaritimemuseum.org.

CRIDER’S RODEQO AND DANCEHALL OPENING NIGHT
The cafe, rodeo, and dance season that runs through
September begins with Mike Donnell under the stars by the
river, as it has since 1925. Sat., May 28, 6:30pm. Hunt.
cridersrandd.com.

HILL COUNTRY FILM FESTIVAL The 13th annual
HCFF screens short and feature-length independent films,
plus Q&A sessions, panels, parties, and more. June 2-5.
Fredericksburg. hillcountryff.com.

> EPIC FUN REOPENING KICKOFF Celebrate the reopen-
ing of the kids’ fun zone with a DJ, sno-cone truck, bonus $5
game cards, a raffle to win an Xbox, and more. Fri., May 27,
3:30-7:30pm. Epic Fun, 7101 Hwy. 71 W. epicfun.com.

GIFTED & TALENTED SHOWCASE AISD’s GT students
were invited to submit a virtual student project that con-
nected with the 2022 theme, “Pathways and Passions.
See a selection of chosen projects online. Through June 3.
Online. austinisd.org.

LONESTAR SOCCER CLUB TRYOUTS Registration is now
open for the 2022-23 season. Tryouts: May 31-June 1.
Various locations. lonestar-sc.com.

DAY TRIPS

BY GERALD E. MCLEOD

BeeWeaver Honey Farm near
Navasota creates a lot of buzz. Not only
do they raise their own breed of queen
bees, but they also have a store of bee-re-
lated products, a meadery, and overnight
accommodations.

An exciting aspect of the farm is the
opportunities to meet the bees. Throughout
the year, the melittologists offer tours,
classes, and tastings covering everything
from beekeeping to baking with honey or
simply taking a look into a hive (from behind
a protective screen).

The Weaver family started in the bee
business in 1888 when Florence and
Zachariah received 10 bee colonies as a
wedding gift. Their son expanded the farm
about halfway between Austin and Houston
into the commercial honey and queen-bee
trade. Today, Laura and Dan Weaver are
fourth-generation stewards of the apiary.

Not only do bees produce honey, but they
also pollinate many of the foods we eat.
Weather, habitat loss, and pesticides have
reduced the number of beneficial bugs.
“It’'s not easy being a bee these days,”
Laura says.

That’s why it’s important to educate
the public to be less fearful of bees. On
Saturday, May 28, is BeeWeaver's BuzzFest.

“It's a day of interactive, hands-on learn-
ing,” Laura says. Along with other honey-re-
lated companies, there will be tastings,
music, and food trucks.

“Every year we try to make a ‘bee beard’
on someone,” Laura says. “It doesn’t

YIAVIM VANV 40 ASILINOD

always work, but when it does it makes a
great photo op.”

Laura’s favorite bee joke: Where did
Noah keep his bees? In his “ark hive.”

BeeWeaver Honey Farm is between
Navasota and Hempstead about two hours
from Austin. The store opens daily and
WildFlyer Mead Co. opens Thursday
through Sunday. Tours and classes require
advance reservations.

1,603rd in a series. Follow “Day Trips &

Beyond,” a travel blog, at austinchronicle.
com/daily/travel.

QUINUNITY

BY JAMES SCOTT

ALL THE GIRLS AND ALL
THE BOYS, they want the same thing:
Everybody wants Cuchi Cuchi and baby,
you're gonna get it this Saturday, 9pm, at
Cuarto Gato. Hosted by Lavender Thug,
this party combines Latinx-centric drag,
music, and dance. “It's a little pocket of
Latinx folks from all over meeting up to
enjoy and celebrate our culture through
music and performances,” Lavender Thug says. “Plus for the first time we’ll have free test-
ing at the event provided by the Kind Clinic, so that’s extra exciting!”

In curating the lineup for the last Saturday of every month, Lavender Thug says the show
prioritizes Latinx performers and DJs, “as there’s not always spaces we can do Spanish
songs and have everyone in the audience know and love them.” That includes songs like the
namesake tune “Cuchi-Cuchi,” by the iconic Chare. Attributing the initial show title choice to
how suitably catchy and subtly salacious the song is, Lavender Thug says that after digging
into the Spanish American artist’s history she found a connection to her own life. “I learned
she was an immigrant who used her talent playing instruments and singing to rise to fame
and make a name for herself after so many hardships,” Lavender Thug explains, “which was
extremely inspirational as | just moved to Austin this year.” Another fact that makes the sing-
er/actress an icon in her eyes? “Charo is KILLER on a guitar!”

While it's not the only drag show in town, Lavender Thug maintains that Cuchi Cuchi’s
special power is creating Latinx joy: people dancing to mariachi, cumbia, reggaeton, and
dembow, and drag performances that embody the culture. “It all just makes the whole night
feel like home,” she says. “Like a family party with your crazy cousins and chismosa tias, it's

just pure fun all night long.”
THE JIGGLEWATTS BURLESQUE WITH THE COPA

L]
QueerBomb MOVIe KINGS! The sassy classy performers join with live big band
- O ic f izzlin” burly-q. Thu., May 26, 8pm. Th
nght Fll.ndral.ser music for some sizzlin” burly-q. Thu., May pm. The

Ballroom, 2906 Fruth. $20-140. thejigglewattsburlesque.com.
Support QueerBomb and make some TRANS, ENBY, INTERSEX & QUEER SWIM Meet at the
stellar rally/march signs while watching

south side of Barton’s deep end where the Pride flag and
queer classic Hedwig and the Angry

rainbow string lights are. Every other Thursday, 8pm. Barton
Tonelh i it vt presente d by The Springs Pool, 2131 William Barton Dr. fb.com/queerswimatx.
Little Gay Shop and Liberation Barbell

MOCK LOBSTER + CALEB DE CASPER Femme Boy
Club. Sat., May 28, 7pm. Liberation Barbell Club,

supreme Caleb De Casper will be DJ'ing for the B-52s cover
i band alongside an appearance from Extragrams. Fri., May

3900 Drossett Ste. A. Free, but donations suggest-

ed. instagram.com/queerbombaustin.

Cuchi Cuchi: (I-r) Tatiana Cholula, Lavender Thug,
Bohemia, and Honey Baby rHoTO BY MANUEL FRAYE

27, 6-11pm. Haute Spot, 1501 E. New Hope Dr., Cedar Park.
$15-25. fb.com/mocklobsteratx.

NEON RAINBOWS + GAY OLE OPRY DRAG SHOW
Queer country rides into Cheer Ups with DJ Boi Orbison
and a yippee-ki-gay drag show hosted by Brigitte Bandit.
Fri., May 27, 9pm. Cheer Up Charlies, 900 Red River.
instagram.com/boiorbison.

CUCHI CUCHI See above. Sat., May 28, 9pm. Cuatro Gato,
310 Colorado. instagram.com/cuchicuchi_atx.

BOTTOMS UP! DRAG BRUNCH A collab between Frida
Friday ATX and Wanderlust Wine Co., hosted by Scarlett
Kiss and Queen Cheeki Khant. Sun., May 29, noon-
4pm. Wanderlust Wine Co., 702 Shady. instagram.com/
fridafridayatx.

AUSTIN VOGUE NIGHTS Attention queers: It's House of
Lepore’s monthly Vogue Night, with seven categories and
seven chances to serve. First Thursdays, 10pm. Swan Dive,
615 Red River. $5. instagram.com/houseoflepore.

Living Room Sound
Check: Pride Edition

To celebrate Pride Month, the W Hotel
is hosting local LGBTQIA musicians for
their Living Room Sound Check series
every Wednesday and is partnering with
local nonprofit Out Youth. June 1 is DJ
Chorizo Funk; June 15 is DJ BoyFriend
ATX; and June 22 is Tje Austin &
Miggy. Wednesdays, 8-10pm. The W Hotel, 200
Lavaca, 512/542-3600. fb.com/whotelaustin.

For more @Qmmunity listings see austinchronicle.com/gmmunity and send

yer queer events to jscott@austinchronicle.com.
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SEE THE COMPLETE GUIDE ONLINE AT:

AUSTINCHRONICLE.COM/SC

ACE ACADEMY SUMMER WONDERS The award-winning
summer program returns with camps involving STEM, his-
tory and civics, outdoor adventures, fine arts, theatre, and
more. Ages 5-14. June 6-July 22. 3901 Shoal Creek Blvd.
$500-1,100. summerwonders.org. &

AUSTIN COMPLETELY BOOKED Read, explore, and cre-
ate with the Austin Public Library all summer. Get activ-

ity sheets and details online, and read books

for badges and prizes. All ages, all summer.
austinpubliclibrary.beanstack.org.

AUSTIN PARKS & RECREATION
Austin Parks & Recreation provides
accessible, diverse, and inclusive
camps, including therapeutic, cultural
& arts, nature, and community
recreation camps. Ages 5-15. June
6-Aug.12. Citywide, and virtual.
austintexas.gov/summercamp. ¢

CAMP BALCONES SPRINGS CBS’s
mission is to change lives for the better
through fun, relationships, and spiritual
impact. Passionate and caring counselors help

kids develop confidence, perseverance, leadership, and
teamwork with a variety of activities. Ages 6-17. June
5-Aug. 6. 104 Balcones Springs Dr., Marble Falls. $1,850-
4,450. campiscool.com. ¢

CAMP CHAMPIONS A premier overnight camp with a
focus on building strong kids. Ages 6-17. June 5-Aug. 13.
775 Camp Rd., Marble Falls. $2,025-7,375 (one to five
weeks). campchampions.com. ¢

CAMP DOUBLECREEK Offering a variety of exciting activ-
ities, including swimming, archery, a climbing wall, arts &
crafts, sports, and games to keep kids busy. Ages 4-14.
May 31-Aug. 12. 800 Doublecreek Dr., Round Rock. $435.
campdoublecreek.com. ¢

Camp Bajcones Springs

general

CAMPS
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CAMP EAGLE Camp Eagle brings the gospel to life
through adventure in the Hill Country, with activities like
ziplining, water park fun, and more. Ages 6-17. June
5-July 30. 6424 Hackberry Rd., Rocksprings. $800-900.
campeagle.org. ¢

CAMP HALF-BLOOD AUSTIN Join the fight where
they've brought the world of Percy Jackson & the
Olympians and the Rick Riordan Presents
books to life every summer for over 15
years. Campers complete live-action
quests: fighting monsters, supporting
each other, and saving the day
with a different unique story each
session. Ages 9-18. June 6-July 29.
5808 McKinney Falls Pkwy. $747.
camphalfbloodaustin.org.

CAMP LATINITAS Girls and nonbi-
nary students with a desire to innovate
and express themselves in fun, creative
ways through media and technology are
invited to learn about filmmaking, technolo-
gy, cultural arts, health and wellness, and more
- all while making friends and meeting interesting,
inspiring mentors from a variety of backgrounds. Virtual
and in-person camps available. Ages 9-14. June 27-July
29. Latinitas HQ or online. $50-200. latinitasonline.org. #

CAMP TRINITY & TORNADO ATHLETIC SKILLS
CLINICS A variety of themed, discovery, and art camps
are sure to spark creativity and engage the adventurous.
Athletes entering grades 3-8 can sharpen athletic skills in
top-notch basketball, volleyball, and soccer skills clinics.
Ages 5-13. June 6-Aug. 10. Trinity Episcopal School, 3901
Bee Caves Rd. $225-260. austintrinity.org/summer.

CAMP VAMONOS! Kids enjoy a summer day like their
grandparents did: exploring, creating arts & crafts, playing
board games, watching classic movies, baking goodies, and
devising elaborate play scenarios with friends, old and new,
in a backyard filled with messy, creative fun. Ages 5-11.
May 30-Aug. 12. 6919 Reese. $200. campvamonos.com.

DRAGON’S LAIR Dragon’s Lair Comics & Fantasy offers
several fun ways to while away the summer, including
Dungeons & Dragons, Warhammer 40,000, Magic: The
Gathering, Pokémon, and painting miniatures. Ages 7-18.
June 13-Aug. 12. Dragon’s Lair Comics & Fantasy, 2438 W.
Anderson Ste. B-1, 512/454-2399. $300-375. dlair.net/
austin/2022-summer-camps.

Austin Artery

32 THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE MAY 27,2022 austinchronicle.com

. '.=l...

ELITE UNIVERSITY Choose from a bevy of day camps
offering a wide range of activities, including fencing, water
sports, Lego robotics, culinary arts, and mixed-media art.
Ages 4-12. June 6-Aug. 5. St. Luke’s on the Lake, 5600 RR
620 N. $450-500. elitesummercamps.com. &

FIGMENT CREATIVE LABS Dress for mess, because
kiddos will be making art, exploring STEAM, and
hanging with furry friends including chickens, goats, and
bunnies. Ages 4-12. June 6-Aug. 5. 7809 Brodie. $375.
figmentcreativelabs.com. &

STEVE & KATE’S CAMP Kids take chances and take
charge at a camp where they are given tools and gentle
guidance to help them teach themselves. Activities include
sewing, stop-motion animation, music, performing arts,
crafts, breadmaking, and more. Ages 4-12. June 6-July
29. Parkside Community Montessori School, 3207

W. Slaughter. $99/day or $2,475 for summer pass.
steveandkatescamp.com/austin. ¢ &

THE MILLENNIUM SUMMER DAY CAMP Everything

you need to make your child’s summer memorable and
fun, including a new drone-flying instruction course, arts

& crafts, roller-skating, bowling, exercise, and nutritious
meals, with themes like Greek mythology and nature. Ages
5-12. June 1-30. Millennium Youth Entertainment Complex,
1156 Hargrave, 512/472-6932. $25/day; $220/summer.
millenniumaustin.com.

WET & WILD ADVENTURE CAMP Every day is a new
adventure: Daily field trips take campers to the water at dif-
ferent locations each day, such as water parks, amusement
parks, swimming holes, rivers, and lakes. Ages 9-15. May
31-Aug. 12. Two pickup/drop-off locations: 2008 Enfield &
6100 Westcreek. $400-430. wetwildcamp.com. &

YMCA CAMP CULLEN Located just north of Houston
among the tall pines along the shores of Lake Livingston,
Camp Cullen enriches campers’ summer with activities
including water sports, horseback riding, a high-adventure
course, nature exploration, arts/drama, and more. Ages
7-17. June 12-Aug. 13. 460-A Cullen Loop, Trinity. $1,295-
2,795. ymcacampcullen.org. ¢

YMCA OF THE ROCKIES For campers looking for a bit
more adventure and an escape from the Texas heat, Camp
Chief Ouray in the Colorado Rockies offers programs that
build confidence, independence, and resilience. Meet
people from all over the world and enjoy a life-changing
experience. Ages 7-17. June 5-Aug. 13. Camp Chief Ouray,
Granby, Colorado. $400-1,300. campchiefouray.org. #

& Discounts and Scholarships Available
© Extended Care Available

Camp Half-Blood Austin

art + music
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AMANDA LEE JONES ART STUDIO Train with
award-winning professional artist and degreed edu-
cator Amanda Jones in ongoing a la carte summer art
classes where students ages 8-18 can work and learn
at their own pace in small groups. Professional illustra-
tor Carly Dennis also teaches fun, weeklong morning
camps with a variety of themes for younger children
that are specially designed to engage the imagination,
develop fine motor skills, encourage exploration, hone
creative problem-solving, and build confidence. Ages
5-18. May 31- Aug. 20. 607 W. St. Johns #10. $280-
350/week; $35/class. amandaleejones.com.

ART + ACADEMY With online or in-person options, cap-
tivating art camps cater to all ages and interests, balanc-
ing fun with expert instruction. Ages 5-17. June 6-Aug. 5.
Various locations. $179-330. artplusacademy.com.

AUSTIN ARTERY Kids are encouraged to nurture their
inner artist and express themselves with the help of
award-winning instructors, and can explore themes like
fiber arts, animals, clay, manga and anime, and more.
Ages 5-12. June 6-July 22. Locations in Hyde Park &
South Austin. $360-450. theaustinartery.com.

AUSTIN SOUNDWAVES SUMMER STRINGS CAMP
Two programs are available for different levels of strings
experience: Head Start is for beginners or students with
up to one year of experience, with the goal being an abil-
ity to read music and develop some basic playing skills.
The Academy Program is for students with two-plus years
of experience and will focus on performing a diverse rep-
ertoire, exploring improvisation, composition, advanced
techniques, and new skills. Ages 11-18. July 18-22. St.
Mary's Cathedral, 203 E. 10th, 512/476-6182. $200.
austinsoundwaves.org/summer-strings-camp. ¢

BAND AID SCHOOL OF MUSIC At Little Rock Stars
and beginner and advanced Rock Band camps,
campers will learn an instrument in a group of peers,
hone their musicianship, collaborate with other young
musicians, write songs, and even play a show at

a real venue. Ages 4-18. June 6-Aug. 19. 2309-G
Thornton; 4214 Capital of TX Hwy. N. $275-599.
bandaidschoolofmusic.com.

CONTINUED ON P.34



Opening the
Books on Rustin FC’s
Salary Figures

Until further notice, Major League Soccer
is a salary-capped league, meaning teams
are limited in how much money they can
spend on their rosters. Also until further
notice, the league prefers not to tell you,
the interested fan, anything about what your
favorite team is spending or what your favorite
player is making. Thankfully the MLS Players
Association is much less secretive. It releases
a biannual salary guide listing every MLS play-
er's guaranteed compensation, so the world
can see which clubs are getting the best value
from their squad, and which ones are flushing
money down the Gonzalo Higuain toilet.

With the spring 2022 salary guide fresh
off the presses, let's take a look at some
notable nuggets from the Austin FC portion
of the report. (Quick disclaimer: MLS clubs
often warn that the numbers reflected in the
MLSPA salary guide are incomplete, to which
| reply, my DMs are open for more accurate
figures! Please send at your leisure.)

Austin FC Ranks 13th in Total Spending

The Verde and Black currently sit second
overall in the Supporters’ Shield standings,
despite being middle of the pack in total
roster spending. The club’s total wage bill
of $13.75 miillion is barely two-thirds of
the LA Galaxy’s league-topping budget of
$20.13 million. That's due almost entirely
to the clubs’ Designated Players, the three
players per team whose wages don’t count
against the salary cap. All three of Austin’s
earn a combined $5.7 million, which is less
than what Galaxy striker Javier “Chicharito”
Hernandez rakes in by himself.

Sebastian Driussi Leads the Way

The Argentine maestro is fittingly Austin
FC’s top earner at $2.3 million, which is
currently looking like an absolute steal.
Sebastian Driussi leads Major League
Soccer in total goal contributions with eight
goals and four assists and is well on his way
to MVP consideration by season’s end.

Best Value: Brad Stuver

On the other side of the spectrum is start-
ing goalkeeper Brad Stuver, who at just
$185,000 in total compensation is giving
Austin FC the biggest bang for its buck in
2022. In addition to being a fan favorite,

BY ERIC GOODMAN

Austin FC forward Sebastian Driussi holds the title
of highest earner on the Verde and Black

COURTESY OF AUSTIN FC

Stuver’s role on the pitch and in the locker
room is integral to the club’s identity. The
former career backup keeper is still playing
on the initial contract he signed with Austin
FC in 2021, which has him as the 35th high-
est-paid goalkeeper in MLS, behind even his
backup, Andrew Tarbell.

Honorable mentions: Daniel Pereira
($102,000), Diego Fagiuindez ($450,000)

Worst Value: Jhohan Romaiia

It’s hard to believe after Jnohan Romana
started more than half of Austin FC's games
in 2021 that the Colombian center back
has yet to log a single minute of action this
season. Not only has he lost his starting
place beside Julio Cascante to offseason
signing Ruben Gabrielsen, but Romana has
also fallen behind rookie Kipp Keller on the
depth chart for substitute opportunities. His
guaranteed compensation of $440,000 puts
him 10th on the roster in that regard, and so
far that sum of cash has yet to see the field.

Honorable mentions: Rodney Redes
($412,500), Andrew Tarbell ($300,000)

Best Addition: Maxi Urruti

Several newcomers have made an immedi-
ate impact on Austin FC this season, includ-
ing Gabrielsen, Ethan Finlay, and Felipe
Martins. But the best acquisition of a busy
winter offseason has thus far been striker
Maxi Urruti. In addition to scoring four
goals and chipping in one assist, Urruti has
brought stability to Austin FC's most unstable
position from last season. His friendship with
fellow Argentine attacker Driussi has helped
both to flourish through the first third of the
2022 season. His services are costing ATXFC
$661,250 for the year. B |

austinchronicle.com/newsletters

PERCY JACKSON FANS! DEMIGODS!
RecISTER NOW (@ CAMPHALFBLOODAUSTIN,ORG/SECRET

CAMP EPIC. %0
CAMEEULLERS &

Offering overnight Wnturas- :
kids and teens ages 7-16.

P |

o
REGISTER TODAY!
ymcacampcullen.org
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Art + Music Camps CONTINUED FROM P.32

CORDOVAN ART SCHOOL Creative kids get into the art
zone at over 40 themed camps, including theatre, video
game art, anime, tech, space art, sea life, and so much
more - even camps with live animals. Ages 5-16. May
31-Aug. 19. Locations in Northwest & Southwest Austin,
Round Rock, Georgetown, and Cedar Park. $200-450.
cordovanartschool.com. &

FRANKLIN MUSIC ACADEMY Kids with little to no
experience can learn guitar songs and play music with
others at the beginner group class, and there are also
private lessons for kids to fast-track their experience
in piano, drums, bass, guitar, or ukulele. All campers
will play in a concert for families at summer’s end.
Ages 7-12. June-July. 9717 Nightjar. $80/month.
franklinmusicacademy.com/summer-camp.

IMAGINE ARTS ACADEMY Unleash your child’s creativity
at camps that encourage problem-solving and real-world
learning. Your child will become an artist for the week, having
the opportunity to experience a variety of hands-on adven-
tures based on different themes, such as cultural awareness
or animals and conservation. Ages 5-12. All summer. Virtual
and at various locations. austin.imagineartsacademy.com.

ORPHEUS ACADEMY OF MUSIC An enriching experi-
ence for children of all ages and abilities, culminating in
an end-of-week performance so students can impress
their families and friends with everything they've learned
about music. Ages 4-9. June 13-Aug. 5. 3918-C Far
West Blvd.; 3109 Kenai Dr. #10. $245-360.
orpheusacademy.com/summercamps.htmi.

instructional

CAMPS

AFF FILM CAMP Join Austin Film Festival for a summer
of creativity, collaboration, and fun with hands-on classes
and workshops in the arts of screenwriting, filmmaking,
claymation, video game writing, and more. Ages 9-18.
June 6-July 29. Virtual or at 901 Trinity. $150-450.
austinfilmfestival.com. ¢

ASCENSION SETON HEALTH SCIENCES CAMP The
ultimate camp experience for middle and high school stu-
dents with a dream of becoming a health care profession-
al. Ages 13-18. June 6-Aug. 4. 1400 N. I-35, in Downtown
Austin. $500. seton.net/2022-health-sciences-camp.

ASPIRE LEARNING CENTER SUMMER PROGRAM A
balance of learning and fun for children with diverse learn-
ing needs and their siblings or peers with traditional learn-
ing needs. With a fun new theme each week, participants
will have the opportunity to learn and grow in a structured
environment focused on developing each child’s social
repertoire. More intensive, ABA-based therapeutic services
also available. Ages 2-12 (primarily; all ages welcome

to apply). June 6-Aug. 12. ASPIRE Learning Center,

2525 Wallingwood, Bldg. 14 #150. $450 and up.
aspireaustin.com/summer-program. &

AUSTIN BAT CAVE ABC offers a variety of themed half-
day camps for young writers, exploring poetry, ghost stories,
Dungeons & Dragons, and more. Ages 8-18. June 6-July 1.
Various locations. $50 donation. austinbatcave.org. ¢

Austin Soundwaves (see r.32)

kids

aideala

REGISTER NOW!

e 512-494-6744
B3 austin@idealabkids.com

Austin Tinkepring Schoo]
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AUSTIN TINKERING SCHOOL Campers start out with
shop safety and tool training and in the course of one fun-
filled, action-packed week, the kids will learn new skills,
participate in lively tinkering challenges, work on personal
building projects, and collaborate on one big build, along
with other fun hands-on activities and learning experienc-
es. Ages 5-10. May 30-June 17. Green Gate Farms, 8310
Canoga, 512/579-6169. $425. austintinkeringschool.com.

BADGERDOG CREATIVE WRITING CAMP These fun
and challenging writing workshops allow students to work
closely with a professional writer as they explore the arts
of poetry, fiction, nonfiction, and playwriting. Ages 7-17.
June 6-Aug. 12. Virtual and at six Austin locations. $150-
525. austinlibrary.org/creative-writing-camps. &

CODE GALAXY Kids develop programming skills
through courses in Scratch, Minecraft, Roblox, Python,
web development, and more, and all camps are 100%
virtual with flexible times for both parents and students.
Use code SPECIAL2CAMPS to get 20% off the cost

of a second camp. Ages 6-17. July 6-Aug. 5. Virtual.
thecodegalaxy.com/campsy/virtual-kids-coding-camp. ¢

CODING WITH KIDS Little coders get the basics,

and older kids learn about Python, mobile apps, web
development, robotics, design, and more. Ages 5-18.
June 6-Aug. 5. Online and various locations. $319-349.
codingwithkids.com. #

€co-Explorer Camp

# Discounts and Scholarships Available
& Extended Care Available

ECO-EXPLORER CAMP Campers will enjoy community-
building games and activities, water-play activities, eating
veggies and fruits from the gardens, exploring the Colorado
River on hiking trails, creating nature art, learning wilder-
ness skills, and hanging out with the resident chickens,
ducks, and rabbits. Ages 6-14. June 13-July 1. Austin
Discovery School, 9303 FM 969. $275/week; $525 for
two weeks. tinyurl.com/adsecocamp22.

EL BUEN Bilingual (English and Spanish) camps are
designed for elementary and junior high youth, with two
monthlong sessions in June and July. The camps aim

to boost academic achievement in science, technology,
engineering, arts, and math; build social and emotional
skills; and explore careers through hands-on activities.
Ages 6-14. June 6-July 28. El Buen Samaritano, 7000
Woodhue, 512/439-8900. $25. elbuen.org.

GIRLSTART All camps include a balance of hands-on
STEM activities, relevant technology, collaborative team
building, and informal camp fun. Ages 9-14. June 6-July
29. Girlstart STEM Center, 1400 W. Anderson, 512/916-
4775. $400. girlstart.org/our-programs/summer-camp. ¢

CONTINUED ON P.36

Don't miss our STEM Camps!
Math, Coding, Keyboarding & more!




NATUREVERSITY OUTDOOR SCHODL

OUTDOOR NATURE
SUMMER CAMPS

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS

P HATURALIST TRAINED
BACKGROUMD CHECKED
WILCERMESS FIRST-AID TRAINED

AFFORDABLE PROGRAMS
b 5375 A WEEK: SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE

WILDERNESS ADVENTURES

P FUN & EXCITING NATURE GAMES,
CRAFTS, PROJECTS, ACTIVITIES &

CHALLEMGES
Ll WiILD fﬂunaon
% ADVENTURE SURVIVAL
| BCES J.0 AGLES 9-[2

MATURE

o "{
s’ EXPLORERS
BGES 5-5

s -{‘1 F HATUREVERSITY.ORG
" (512) 461 - 9395

i o _oFantastice &l

w5, Magic Camp %

Magic, Juggling, Puppets and More!

“My kid loves it! Everyone is happy there, from the
campers to the counselors to everyone in between!”

(512) 988-3045
www.MagicCamp.com

SUMMER 2022

An ACE Academy endorsed summer program for gifted children
entering Kindergarten through 8th grade.
"Best Educational Camp" Winner | Austin Family Magazine Reader's Poll | 2015, 2016, 2017
"Best Summer Camp" Winner | Austin Chronicle Reader's Poll | 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012

www.SummerWonders.org

SUMMER WONDERS IS LOCATED AT:
ACE ACADEMY | 3901 SHOAL CREEK BLVD, AUSTIN, TX 78756
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IDEA LAB KIDS The award-winning STEM camp offers

a wide selection of high-energy day camps focusing on
science, engineering, cooking, art, and technology. Half-day
and full-day experiences available. Ages 5-12. May 30-Aug.
8. 8620 Burnet Rd. $405. austin.idealabkids.com. ¢ &

IKIDS U Theme-based camps provide interactive fun and
hands-on learning with low student-to-staff ratios. Ages
3-12. June 6-Aug. 4. 7005 Northledge. $330. ikidsu.com. &

IRON HORSE COUNTRY RANCH It's the motorcycle
summer camp for kids. They supply the dirt bikes, safety
gear, and training, and campers enjoy non-bike fun as
well, like swimming, games, fireworks, and s’'mores. Ages
8-13. June 13-July 22. 9100 E. FM 243, Bertram. $1,890.
ironhorsecountry.com.

KIDS WITH PENS Poetry, graphic novels, comedy, and
other creative writing genres are explored with professional
writers. Ages 8-15. June 6-July 29. Online or on-site in
East Austin. $275. kidswithpens.org. ¢

MAD SCIENCE Your child will become a junior scientist
for the week, having the opportunity to experience various
hands-on adventures. Ages 4-12. All summer. Virtual and
at various locations. austin.madscience.org.

MOOLAH U STARTUP BUSINESS CAMP Young people
will take their ideas from dreams to reality, starting a real
business that makes real money in just one week. Ages
8-16. June 20-July 22. Online. $275. moolahu.com/
online-entrepreneur-camp-for-kids-2-2. &

MY CODING PLACE Summer is the perfect time to leamn
valuable coding skills, including Python, web design, and
graphics, plus robotics and Al. Ages 6-16. June 6-Aug.
12. Virtual or at 3616 Far West Blvd. #109. $225-650.
mycodingplace.com. ¢

NATUREVERSITY Get off the screens and into the wild
places this summer to explore the world of survival-based
skills, crafts, challenges, games, projects, and more. Ages
5-12. June 6-Aug. 12. Circle Acres, 400 Grove. $375.
natureversity.org.

SABER At a state-of-the-art, first-of-its-kind makerspace,
campers get experiential STEAM education with an empha-
sis on innovation, solution-seeking, and collaboration.
Ages 5-14. June 6-July 22. St. Gabriel's Catholic School,
2500 Wimberly Ln. $275-295. sgs-austin.org/student-life/
summer-programs. &

SHUTTER BUGS Creative kids get a summer full of pho-
tography and a smorgasbord of stimulation in small groups
focused on an array of projects: still life, field trips, photo
walks, Polaroids, portraits, double exposures, collage, mac-
rophotography, and various art-related projects to learn the
technique and craft of using a camera. Camps conclude
with a small group show. Ages 7-16. May 30-Aug. 5. 2311-
D Thornton. $400. shutterbugsatx.com. ¢

START-UP KIDS CLUB A week full of games, 3D printing,
business, and fun, where students will learn firsthand
entrepreneurial basics and how to design models in CAD
and then print them using a 3D printer. Ages 8-14. June
13-Aug. 8. Various locations. $225. startupkidsclub.com/
workshops-camps-1. ¢ &

SkY Camp

theatpre +dance

CAMPS

BLUE LAPIS LIGHT Kids learn and create an original per-
formance with aerial silks and present a dance for friends
and family at the end of each week. Ages 10-15. June 6-24.
Blue Lapis Light Studios, 10331 Old Manchaca Rd. Ste. B,
512/280-6688. $360. bluelapislight.org.

FANTASTIC MAGIC CAMP Each day includes classes in
magic, juggling, puppetry, and other variety arts, as well as
a live magic show by some of Austin’s best professional

magicians. Campers learn basic magic skills and secrets and

experience the joy that comes from a trick well performed.
Ages 5-12. May 31-Aug. 12. 7500 Woodrow; 13609 N. I-35.
$280-695. magiccamp.com. ¢

GEORGETOWN PALACE THEATRE A variety of camps
focus on musical theatre, dance, acting, improv, and more,
all led by performing arts professionals. Young performers
will experience the rush of rehearsing and performing a fully
produced show, including Shrek the Musical, Beauty and the

Beast, Oliver!, and many more. All levels welcome. Ages 6-17.

June 6-Aug. 12. Doug Smith Performance Center, 206 W.
Second St., Georgetown. $495, two weeks.
georgetownpalace.com/camps. ¢ &

KIDSACTING Austin’s longest-running theatre camp provides

in-person and virtual sessions at 15-plus locations this
summer. Weeklong camp themes include Encanto, Spider-
Verse, Moana, and Pirates of the Caribbean, and end with a
fabulous mini revue for family and friends. Multiweek camps
Frankenstein and Legally Blonde end with four performances
of the full production. Ages 4-18. May 30-Aug. 12. Various
locations. $235-385. kidsactingstudio.com.

SKY CAMP Does your kid want to run away and join the cir-
cus? Now they can! Kids are invited to come fly, juggle, tum-

ble, and play as they explore the fun and challenging world of

the circus arts, gaining strength, flexibility, coordination, and
self-confidence. Ages 6-18. June 6-Aug. 5. 1023 Springdale,
Bldg. 8-A. $225-500. skycandyaustin.com. ¢

TAP CAMP Young performers destined for Broadway will
get professional-level training to develop a competitive
edge. Ages 9-17. June 6-11. St. Stephen’s Episcopal
School, 6500 St. Stephen’s Dr. $275-550.
texasartsproject.com/summer-2022-day-camp.

THE VORTEX SUMMER YOUTH THEATRE A highly

competitive program seeks youth for positions with a select

ensemble including actors, musicians, technicians, understud-
ies, and production assistants. The award-winning tuition-free

program culminates in a full production of Mr. Burns: a

post-electric play, presented to the public over two weekends.
Ages 13-17. Auditions: Sat., May 28. The Vortex, 2307 Manor

Rd., 512/478-5282. Free. vortexrep.org. ¢

KidsActing
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ALL-STAR SPORTS CAMP Campers learn teamwork
and sportsmanship through a variety of fun team-
based games and activities including soccer, basket-
ball, kickball, capture the flag, Ultimate Frisbee, and
more. Half-day and full-day options are available for
anything from one to five days a week. Ages 5-12.
June 4-Aug. 13. Various locations. $49-320.
allstarsportscamp.org. &

ATX BALLERS Expert coaches provide high-quality,
energetic basketball instruction to players in their
specific grade-level groups. Ages 4-18. June 6-Aug.
11. Multiple locations. $120-275. atxballers.com. ¢

AUSTIN BOULDERING PROJECT A full week of
bouldering fun with plenty of climbing and social
time. Kids will learn basic climbing techniques and
terminology and play games both on and off the
wall. Ages 4-12. May 30-August 12. ABP Springdale
& Westgate, 979 Springdale; 4477 S. Lamar. $340-
375. austinboulderingproject.com/youth. # &

AUSTIN WALDORF SCHOOL The perfect opportu-
nity for middle and high school students to improve
their athletic skills by learning from elite coaches and
developing fundamentals and teamwork. Ages 13-18.
June 6-July 1. Austin Waldorf School, 8702 South
View, 512/288-5942. $200. austinwaldorf.org.

BRANDY PERRYMAN SHOOTING CAMP A
basketball camp for all players, where campers get
a season’s worth of training (and fun) in each four-
day session with expert instructors. Ages 7-16.
June 6-Aug. 4. Various locations. $249.
bperrymanshootingcamp.com. ¢

BUTLER JUNIOR GOLF CAMP Small coed sessions
are grouped by age and experience, and each young
golfer gets individualized instruction led by expert
golfers. Ages 6-11. June 6-July 20. Butler Pitch &
Putt, 201 Lee Barton, 512/477-4430. $360.
butlerpitchandputt.com.

Parkoupr an

d Play Camp

All-Star Sports Camp

COLT MCCOY PERFORMANCE CAMP Colt McCoy
brings his Performance Camp to his hometown to
benefit Dell Children’s Medical Center. Designed for
personal instruction and game time tactics, your play-
er will enjoy two mornings with Colt and his team of
coaches. Parents also get “doc talks” with tips on how
to keep your athletes healthy. Ages 6-14. June 17-18.
Westlake High School, 4100 Westbank, 512/732-
9280. supportdelichildrens.org/coltmccoy. #

PARKOUR AND PLAY CAMP Campers will learn
parkour skills and play games such as capture the
flag, acroyoga, kickball, soccer, Frisbee, every kind of
tag and dodgeball known to humankind, and more.
Then they can cool off at the on-site pool with water-
slides and fountains. Ages 7-14. June 20-24. East
Communities YMCA, 5315 Ed Bluestein. $275.
parkourandplay.com. ¢

ROCK-ABOUT CLIMBING ADVENTURES Does

your kid prefer summer activities that are somewhat

on the rough and tough side? Consider this five-day
rock-climbing program, where campers will learn to work
as a team as they scamper up stony surfaces at the
Greenbelt, Reimer’s Ranch, and Enchanted Rock. Ages
9-18. June 6-Aug. 12. 3755 Capital of TX Hwy. S. $399.
rock-about.com/climbing-courses/kids-climbing-camp.

& Discounts and Scholarships Available
& Extended Care Available



7.2 CAMPS & PAR

SCIENC arning doesn't have to end when school's out!
= keep kids engaged throughout summer and spri

b with G’uawm
% ¥/ Full-day and half-day options &/ Hands-on science discovery c AMP Unleash your child’s
 Designed for kids ages 6-12* & Outdoor games and physical activity 2022 | creativity this summer

(*options for 4-5 available at select locations)

4 different art camps that teach kids about
real-world topics and creative problem solving

@i -
() TR,

Animals and
Conservation

i LB -

b Sign-Up for a Camp Today!

Design Careers

Learm More S12-B92-1143
imagineartsacademy.com

7k Learn More About Parties

ﬁ . Austin.MadScience.org
; 512-892-1143

AUSTIN Join Us
PUBL
BRARY | June 1 - August 15

Enjoy AUSTIN

s COMPLETELY
reading, BOOKED

events,
programs,

Read * Explore ® Create

& fun for
all ages! Library.AustinTexas.gov/Summer
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Back into the Danger Zone

Tom Cruise tries to prove that he’s the last great movie star with delayed legacy
sequel Top Gun: Maverick BY TRACE SAUVEUR

We can just get this out of the way right
from the jump: Tom Cruise rules. As basically
the personification of the last dying breath
of the age of true movie stars, he constantly
puts his all into making movies designed for
the biggest screen possible, and with all the
work it takes to make it look believable. He
refuses to settle for less — he may just be the
last Hollywood star that has not resorted to
streaming. He's the man who has
broken an ankle during a stunt and
kept running to keep the take, per-
formed several actual HALO jumps
for the sake of realism, and only
agreed to come back to the world
of Top Gun if everything could be
done practically.

And that’s exactly what Top
Gun: Maverick delivers. This
25-plus-year-belated sequel to
the Eighties cultural phenomenon isn’t just an
improvement on the dated original, it’s an alto-
gether exhilarating summer action blockbuster
in its own right, in no small part because of
the amazing, real aerial feats and photography,
beautifully captured and built for you to make
your way to an Imax screen. While the sorely
missed Tony Scott’s original film nowadays has
its own nostalgic charm and its own impressive
sequences, it's tough to say it's satisfying from
any sort of narrative standpoint. Maverick picks
up that slack and crafts a classically simple, but

TOP GUN: MAVERICK

D: Joseph Kosinski; with
Tom Cruise, Miles Teller,
Jennifer Connelly, Jon
Hamm, Glen Powell, Monica
Barbaro, Ed Harris, Val
Kilmer. (PG-13, 131 min.)
S d ok Kk

graceful and affecting, comeback story designed
to give you the most bang for your buck.

Catching up with Pete “Maverick” Mitchell
(Cruise), we find that he never quite left his lone-
wolf hotshot days behind, still a captain pulling
tricks when he could be much more. He’s called
back to the United States Navy Strike Fighter
Tactics Instructor program — the eponymous Top
Gun - for a daunting mission: teaching a group of
pilots their way through a near-im-
possible attack on a (notably anon-
ymous) enemy uranium plant. Oh,
and one of his students is Rooster
(Teller), the son of his old buddy
Goose who died in his arms 30
years prior. There’s tension there,
but maybe they each have some-
thing to learn from each other. Who
knows? As he also catches up with
an old flame, Penny (Connelly), and
deals with the likes of tough, by-the-book disci-
plinarian Cyclone (Hamm), Maverick has to grow
alongside his students to finally become the man
he’s refused to mature into.

It’s pretty straightforward, but don’t think
that means it's not gripping. | was surprised
how invested this made me in character arcs
and plot lines picked up from a movie | mostly
don’t care about; the climax has an emotional
backbone that’s downright cathartic. It's also
completely badass, as are the rest of the fighter
jet sequences, which find a balance between

function and beauty as the camera takes you
from gorgeous wides of these things bolting
through the air to inside the cockpit with the
actors, who are all performing from inside these
planes. Director Joseph Kosinski (Tron: Legacy,
Cruise’s Oblivion), with his regular cinematogra-
pher Claudio Miranda, finds all the right angles
to make this a totally grandiose, cheer-out-loud
affair, with a script that’s all meat and no fat.
This is the ideal example of a big summer
blockbuster and one of the best legacy sequels
we've ever gotten: a movie that knows how to
move along and give you what you came for.

It also frequently feels like a knowing testa-
ment to Cruise as a performer, specifically as
one of the last of a certain generation of stars,
and certainly dealing in some melancholy as a
once-in-a-lifetime performer is only getting older.
When Ed Harris’ character Rear Admiral Cain
warns Maverick that drone-controlled aircrafts will
soon replace analog operation, the daredevil pilot
simply retorts: “Maybe so, sir. But not today.”
And as he climbs into that cockpit to deliver
what will ultimately be one of the most tangible,
impressive, invigorating movies of the summer,
it's hard not to read it all as a celebration of a
man who refuses to leave the danger zone.

ALAMO LAKELINE, ALAMO MUELLER, ALAMO SLAUGHTER LANE, ALAMO S.
LAMAR, ALAMO VILLAGE, AMC DINE-IN TECH RIDGE 10, ARBOR, BARTON
CREEK SQUARE, BLUE STARLITE DOWNTOWN, BULLOCK MUSEUM, CINEMARK
20, CM CEDAR PARK, CM HILL COUNTRY GALLERIA, CM STONE HILL TOWN
CENTER, EVO CINEMAS BELTERRA, FLIX BREWHOUSE, HIGHLAND, GATEWAY,
IPIC, LAKELINE, METROPOLITAN, MOVIEHOUSE, MOVIEHOUSE & EATERY
LANTANA PLACE, LAKE CREEK 7, VIOLET CROWN, WESTGATE

L NEWREVIEWS |
AN ARDENT HEART

D: Andrés Garrigd, Antonio Cuadri; with Karyme Lozano,
Maria Vallejo-Ndgera, Carmelo Crespo, Yolanda Ruiz,
Claudio Crespo. (NR, 87 min., subtitled)

Not reviewed at press time. Spanish faith-
based drama about an author hunting for mysti-
cal appearances of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

METROPOLITAN

& THE BOB’S BURGERS MOVIE

D: Loren Bouchard; with the voices of H. Jon Benjamin,
Dan Mintz, Eugene Mirman, Larry Murphy, John Roberts,
Kristen Schaal, Zach Galifianakis, Kevin Kline, David
Wain. (PG-13, 102 min.)

Boy, | just love H. Jon Benjamin. The first
time | heard him was in an episode of Home
Movies on Adult Swim back in the early 2000s.
| loved the show in general, but Benjamin’s
Coach McGuirk made me laugh whenever he
was on screen. Benjamin also voiced characters
on episodes of another of my favorite shows,
Aqua Teen Hunger Force, as well as dozens of
other shows including Archer, Assy McGee, and
WordGirl, and even when he’s on camera in
shows like Wet Hot American Summer: First Day
of Camp and Parks and Recreation, it's his voice
that is so distinctive; that low monotone, so he
perpetually sounds bored, sleepy, and high. |
can’t imagine anyone else voicing Bob Belcher
in Bob’s Burgers. He is Bob.

The Bob’s Burgers Movie is basically a very
special episode of Bob’s Burgers, an extended
episode of the show. That’s not a bad thing,
folks. Bob (Benjamin) and Linda (Roberts) have
an impending payment due on their loan, and
not paying it means losing the business. They
have one week to come up with the money OR
ELSE. Naturally, a giant sinkhole opens up right
in front of the restaurant, blocking the entrance
and stopping anyone from coming in, just as
business should be booming because of the
Octo-Wharfiversary (the 80th anniversary of
the nearby Wonder Wharf). Meanwhile, Louise
(Schaal) gets teased at school and she’s out
to prove something to herself that sets her and
her siblings, Tina (Mintz) and Gene (Mirman), up
to solve a mystery. The Belchers are in for the
week of their lives.

Directed by series creator and Home Movies
co-creator Loren Bouchard, The Bob’s Burgers
Movie is a goddamn delight, very funny, and so
sweet and charming. You know this weird, quirky
family really loves each other. Many of the
nonfamily regulars are in this, too, with the far-
from-loving millionaire Fischoeders (Galifianakis,
Kline, and Wain), and Bob’s Burgers regular
Teddy (Murphy). In keeping with the small-
screen-to-big-screen jump, the movie even has
musical numbers (yes, numbers with an S!) and
the animation looks great, slick and crisp. It's
beautiful, really. Sure, the mystery isn’t really
that much of a mystery, but who cares, it's fun
to watch the kids try to figure it out. It doesn’t
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matter if you've seen every episode of all 12
seasons of the show or if you've never watched
the Animation Domination mainstay on Fox in
your life. The Bob’s Burgers Movie is a summer
fun carnival ride through