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Retail Locations:

The Drag

2316 Guadalupe St.
(Corner W. 24th St.)
Phone: (512) 477-4900

SoCo

1325 S. Congress Ave.
(N. of Elizabeth St.)
Phone: (512) 441-1400

Round Rock

Round Rock Premium Outlets
(Next to Ann Taylor)

Phone: (512) 869-5738

Text AA STORE + zip code to 23000

to find American Apparel locations
nearest you.
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Made in USA
Sweatshop Free—Fair Trade
americanapparel.net

Bodysuits

That’s American Apparel’
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YOUR VOLVO SUMMER SALES EVENT

THIS SUMMER TAKE A
PAYMENT VACATION

VOLVO MAKES YOUR PAYMENTS FOR 2 MONTHS... AND GIVES YOU 5 YEARS OF
COMPLIMENTARY SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE AND WEAR AND TEAR COVERAGE!

3% T A 2012 VOLVO S60T5 FWD

244 SALES EVENT

—.. PER MONTH

=
il 36 mo. lease, $3,393 +TT&L due at
inception (no sec. dep. required). 36
monthly payments of $299. Final
payment / residual = $18,339. MSRP
$32,175. Stock# V3658.

@k_
Volvo of Georgetown

7501 S. IH-35 - EXIT 257 T
512930-2111 i
www.volvogeorgetown.com LI
SALES: M-F 8:30 - 7:00, Sat 9:00 - 8:00

NEXT TO ROUND ROCK PREMIUM OUTLET MALL

YEAR WARRANTY

SAFE + SE[URE (OVERAGE PlAN 5YEAR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE

YEAR WEAR & TEAR

Roger Beasley Volvo

6375 HWY. 290 E.
452-0266 * 1-800-278-6586

www.volvoaustin.com
SALES: M-F 8:30 - 7:00, Sat 9:00 - 7:00

$900. Dealer

ugh 5 10,000 harge.
us/safeandsecure or your local Volvo retailer for details on the Volvo Safe + Secure Coverage Plan and for further details.

visit www.volvocars.com/!
Plan excludes tires. ©2012 Volvo Cars of North America, LLC. The Iron Mark is a registered trademark of Volvo. Plctures for illustration only.
volvocars.us. Offers may include Volvo Allowance. Advertised financing may vary, excludes fees and is available to qualified customers.

CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED
) CARS

6-year/100,000 mi. Volvo warranty
24-hour Roadside Assistance
130-Point Safety Inspection
Award-winning Value

Roger Beasley Volvo - volvoaustin.com

07 Volvo V50 2.4i ASR - 49k mi

08 Volvo S80 3.2 ASR - 65k mi

08 Volvo S60 2.5T ASR - 59k mi

08 Volvo S60 T5 ASR - 43k mi

07 Volvo XC90 V8 AWD7, DVD - 71k mi
07 Volvo S60 ‘R’ AWD ASR - 52k mi

08 Volvo XC90 3.2 ASR7, DVD - 65k mi
10 Volvo C30 T5 ASR - 10k mi

08 Volvo XC70 AWD ASR - 41k mi

11 Volvo S40 T5 A - 24k mi

10 Volvo S80 3.2 ASR - 24k mi

12 Volvo S60 T5 FWD ASR - 19k mi

10 Volvo XC60 FWD with NAV - 20k mi
10 Volvo XC90 3.2 ASR7 - 31k mi

10 Volvo XC60 T6 AWD ASR - 29k mi
11 Volvo C70 T5 Convertible - 19k mi

$16,900
$17,400
$18,300
$20,100
$20,700
$21,700
$21,900
$22,700
$24,100
$24,900
$26,200
$27,300
$29,100
$30,800
$32,800
$33,700

#1 Certified Volvo dealer in Texas!

Roger Beasley Volvo ¢ 6375 HWY. 290 E. « 512-452-0266
volvoaustin.com -« Sales: M-F 8:30 - 7:00, Sat 9:00 - 7:00

ALL PRICES PLUS TT&L. SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE.
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Presidential Perceptions

Right-wing rhetoric just beginning to boil

One of the oddest things about the ongo-
ing assault on mainstream media - which is
accused of demonstrating a clear liberal/
progressive/radical bias — is that this view is
not shared by any liberals, progressives, or
radicals I know. They mostly believe that
mainstream media now reflects, and has
long reflected, the status quo with a bias
perhaps toward urban sensibilities, but cer-
tainly not that it reflects any roots in
or overt sympathies for hard-
core left politics. In this
strangest of political sea-
sons, this belief seems
relevant in the way
that it affects percep-
tions of President
Barack Obama.

Right wingers are
teaching themselves
to love Mitt Romney,
despite any previous
hesitations about his
candidacy, because their
main goal is to defeat
Obama. It’s another one of
those puzzling disconnects — not that
the right wing wants to defeat Obama (that
is a given), but that, in their urgency, they
bring to the task an extreme rhetoric.

BY LOUIS

I am a fan of the president and feel that he’s
done a good job despite the Republican Party’s
determination to see as little legislation as pos-
sible actually enacted during his term. In an
ongoing effort to bring the president down,
they have tried to forestall governing.

But I get the impression that this is a
minority opinion. Certainly among the more
liberal, radical, and progressive communi-
ties, this is not widely regarded as a success-
ful administration. The left’s disap-
pointment with the president has
been no secret.

I bring this up because the right
labels Obama as a very suc-
cessful radical governing
force, and this pronounced
sensibility has profoundly
changed the country. His poli-
tics are accused of being more
Marx and Lenin than
Washington and Lincoln.
According to some, his govern-
ing has brought us more in line
with communism and socialism than
the more traditional constitutional prin-
ciples that have so long dominated. To many,
the paramount political consideration is the
need to get him out of office because he has
already done so much to destroy the country.

REPUBLICANS
DISCUSS THEIR

ENTHUSIASM
FOR MITT

ROMNEY

Obviously one political party will always
attempt to recapture the office of the presi-
dent after it has belonged to another party,
and this enterprise is always cast in the
most dire of terms. In presidential politics,
subtlety is as unexpected as it is rare. I don't

THIS MODLRMN WORLD

WELL, HE'S NOT A5 CRAZY
NEWT GIN

LET ALONE HERMAN
CAIN,

by TOM TOMORROW

AND HE DOES HAVE A
of

THAT CAN BE USEFU
IN A POLITICAL CAM
PAIGN.

ToM ’ﬁMoRRa ©2012...www.thismodernworld.com...twitter.com/tomtomorrow

want to state the obvious here as though it is
some revelation, but the revulsion and dislike
of President Obama, even given the extremes
of ongoing political dialogue, seems unusual.

At this point, rational people may bring up
the left’s feelings about the previous president

Get Your

Check our website for monthly specials

and free home delivery
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: I ENTER

ONE-MAN

| LORD ortHE RINGS’
TRILOGY

Charles Ross plays all the characters,
reates the sound effects, sings the music
and plays both sides of the battlefield.

JUNE 20-24
4'LONG (s664) or TheLongCenter.org

BHE RINGS AND THE CHARACTERS, TEMS, EVENTS AND PLACES
TRADEMARKS OR REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF THE SAUL m
PANY D/B/A TOLKIEN ENTERPRISES. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Chem-free’s Integrated Pest Management is an effective and
environmentally sensitive approach that relies on a combination of
common sense practices and organic products. It's designed with
your family, pets and the environment in mind. Call Chem-free
today for a free consultation & estimate.

GALL TODAY AND SAVE!

------ﬂ

Sa0 OFF

INITIAL SERVICE WITH
ANNUAL AGREEMENT

Gannot be combined with any other offer.
A .

Identification & evaluation
of pests

Initial freatment
ORGANIC PEST & LAWN SERVICES

Our service comes naturally

Maintaining control of all
crawling insects

(512) 837-9681
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—but Bush involved the country in two foreign
wars and his policies led to a recession. The
dislike he engendered was as much political
as it was personal. I would actually argue that
it was far more about policy then personality,
though I am hardly an objective observer.

Even though I like Obama, it is hard to
argue that his administration has had the
same sweeping impact as Bush’s did during
his first term-and-a-half, when American
governing was re-imagined — and not for the
better. The anti-Obama forces would have
us believe that his administration has not
only been radically transformative, but
politically successful. Yet it just hasn’t been
that efficacious.

The Republicans have succeeded in slow-
ing government down. That’s what they
desire but it doesn’t result in a smaller gov-
ernment, just a less effective one. In this
context it’s hard to view Obama as a fire-
brand revolutionary. The rhetoric already
ratcheting up on both sides has barely
begun to simmer. If nothing else, this year’s
presidential campaign should redefine
extremes on all sides. | |

Oops!

In Mike Kanin’s “Total Utility,” News,
June 15, there were two reporting errors.
Austin City Council members decided to
move forward with Austin Energy work ses-
sions in March, not February as was origi-
nally stated in the story. Also, Paul
Chernick’s fees totalled roughly $96,000,
not $116,000. We regret the errors.

Come See the
New Vespa Austin

N VESPA GTV 300

VESPA'AUSTIN BY AF1 RACING
04 EAST CESAR CHAVEZ

TU-THUTO6 FRITO-8 SATI0S

VespaAustin.com % 512.482.8377

©PIAGGIO GROUP AMERICAS 2012. VESPA® IS A WORLDWIDE REGISTERED TRADE-
MARK OF THE PIAGGIO GROUP OF COMPANIES. OBEY LOCAL TRAFFIC SAFETY LAWS
AND ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, APPROPRIATE EYEWEAR AND PROPER APPAREL

FRANZETTI

MASTERH@IEWELER

.

Austin Pat Necklace

www.franzettijewelers.com
(512) 450-1121
3707 Kerbey Lane
Austin % Texas 78731

We make
loving your
neighhor easy.

= Convendent local office

= Money-saving discounts

= Low down paymments

- hﬂ-:mthl-.- payment plans

s 2d-hour service and claims

= Coverage available by phane

GEICD

Local Dffice

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE
-

132-2211 ext. 3
9041 Research Blvd. Suite 240 * Austin
(Hwy 183 at Burnet Rd., in the Colonnade Center)

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in
all states or in all GEICO companies. Government Empl Insurance Co.
GEICO General Insurance Co. GEICO Indemnirl Co. GEICO Casualty Co.
These companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO insurance
is not available in MA. GEICO: Washington, DC 20076. © 2007 GEICO. The
GEICO gecko image © GEICO 1999-2007

4005 W. PARMER LANE, UNIT C, SILVER CREEK CENTER 339-0401
5324 CAMERON RD. (Texas Thrift Store)  452-2200
110 NORTH 1-35, STE. 250 ROUND ROCK 512-244-4363
3652 BEE CAVES RD. (Same center as Twin Liquors) 327-6846
13492 RESEARCH BLVD. (783 & Anderson Mill Rd.) 258-8181
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11126 JOLLYVILLE RD. (af Balcones Woods Dr) 346-8845

13011SHOPSPKWY #200 (ShopsatGalleria) 263-1588
3810GATTISSCHOOLROAD #102,78664 244-3733
850N. BELL #304 CEDARPARK 512-258-4990
8400 BRODIE LANE #101, 78745 291-1588
7435 BURNET RD., RICHCREEK 454-7425
600 WILLIAM CANNON 462-3868
12218 NORTH 620 257-0057

Dry Cleaning Special:
AnyYy qarment $2.39

10 PIECES FOR $23°20 PIECES FOR $44
MEN’S LAUNDERED SHIRTS $1.69

DRYCLEAN GARMENTS ONLY. PREPAID PLUS TAX. NO LIMIT. LIMIT
ONE COUPON PER DAY. WITH COUPON ONLY. EXP. 7/5/2012. .
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ANY 6 OR MORE 750mI BOTTLES OF WINE
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*Valid on all regular priced 750ml bottles of wine. Excludes Twin Deals and sale items.
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Dear Editor, =

Thank you for writing the article on my brother
Octavis Berry [“You Can’t Bury Me,” Music, June
8]. Initially, when | read the article, | was a bit
surprised by the quote “niggas.” I'm not familiar
with the type of audience The Austin Chronicle
solicits, but knowing the language Octavis used
in his songs, | just said to myself: “hmm ... go
figure.” Today, | received a copy of the print version
of the article, and | am completely appalled by the
placement of my family’s picture and the direct
quote by Geezo. | personally don’t know Geezo,
and it appears that he is referencing my family
as “I'd die for these niggas.” I'm pretty sure he is
really referencing the League. Neither myself or my
mother consider ourselves, or reference ourselves
— or anyone else for that matter — as “niggas.” The
next time you do an article, please don’t assume,
that we (African-Americans) all speak the same
language. In my opinion, some direct quotes don’t
deserve any recognition, especially in print.

Angela Enoch

EMBARRASSED, ASHAMED, PISSED OFF

Dear Editor,

| drove home from the Paramount on Tuesday
night in silence, feeling embarrassed, ashamed,
and quite pissed off [following the Dave
Chappelle performance].

The vague questions and severely outdated
movie quotes were almost as disrespectful (and
annoying) as the shouts comprised of unambigu-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR must be signed with
full name and include daytime phone number,
full address, or email address. Letters should
be no longer than 300 words.
We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Letters may not be edited, added to, or

changed by sender once we receive them.

General email address: mail@austinchronicle.com
Postmarks forum:
austinchronicle.com/forums/postmarks
Mailing address: The Austin Chronicle, PO Box
49066, Austin, TX 78765

ous words like the current year, a city, his name,
and the college you clearly didn’t learn any man-
ners at while attending.

As an audience member, | would like to formal-
ly apologize to Mr. Chappelle. Sorry we wasted
your time. Sorry we claim to love you, but have
not figured out what that means. Sorry we trans-
formed the area beyond the stage into a room full
of drunken idiots at a UT pep rally, circa 1998.

And, to those | described in paragraph two: |
have never wanted to see a stand-up comedian
more than | wanted to see Dave Chappelle, and
will likely never get to again. Thanks, dipshits.

Sincerely,
Ross Clurman

NEED ANSWERS FROM KING

Dear Editor,

While | have come to enjoy the intellect of Mr.
King, | would like him to answer a few questions
that did not quite make his column last week
[“Point Austin,” News, June 15].

| moved here 16 years ago and live less than
a mile from the town of Bee Cave. | picked this
location because it was not in the Austin city lim-
its. | was convinced, then and now, that the small
number of people who actually run Austin are a
bunch of tree-hugging idiots who would eventually
bankrupt the city and | had no intention of going
down with them.

So it is with some consternation that | learn
that this “progressive” city is going to put 20

years of stealing from the utility to fund silly

boondoggles on the backs of me and 50,000
others who do not live in the city limits and have
no vote in the matter.

So, Mr King, is this a sign of your small “d”
democracy? Do you think it was proper for Austin
to raid its monopolistic utility to fund city projects

rather than having the balls to ask for a straight-
up vote on taxes from its citizens? What right

does Austin have to force me, a noncitizen, to do

business with their monopoly? Are informed pro-

gressives like yourself comfortable with taxation
without representation as long as it pays for one
of your pet projects?

All this is going to play very well when the Lege
opens in January. | am willing to bet that you will
have plenty to write and cry about then.

Yours truly,

Greg Solcher

‘ACCELERATED READER’ PROGRAM

Dear Editor,

So, Allan Elementary will use the Accelerated
Reader program as a panacea for the traditional
library [“Farewell to Allan,” News, June 1]? I've
used Accelerated Reader previously in my library,

and while it keeps some kids focused on their

“level” and makes it easy for them to choose
titles, be forewarned that the computer tests
to check for “competence” are multiple choice
only — there is no room for critical thinking, and
if you happen to have the gift of being able to

guess the answer, you may pass the test without
really understanding the book, and maybe with-
out finishing the book at all. | also found that
the Accelerated Reader program has a skewed
way of leveling book titles. For example, the book
Eragon was rated to be at a fifth-grade level, even
though it was lengthy and had a complicated
story line. However, stick the word “computer” in
along with reading, and it must be OK, whether
or not it truly serves the reader.

Betty Copeland

LOVED THE ARTICLE

Dear Editor,

Love this article [“Talkin’ ‘Bout a Generation
That Sexts,” Screens, June 8]. What a great
movie idea and great story on Ericka Marsalis-
LaManna’s desire to get to the finish line.
Secondly, her choice of cast to represent all is
a great inspiration to embrace. Best wishes and
blessings on Ericka’s talents and motivation.

Lynn Tanner

‘KILLER STATE TEXAS’

Dear Editor,

Re: “Evidence Missing in Skinner Case”
[Newsdesk blog, June 13]: Anyone surprised?
Killer state Texas — corrupt to the core.

Diet Simon
Queensland, Australia

% PRECISION

HAvE CAMERA & VIDEO

WWW. prec15|on-camera com

Nikon

At the heart of the /mage...
Nikon Authorized Dealer

Nikon Inc. limited warranty included
with new camera purchase.

with new camera purchase:
2-hour basic photo class

50 free digital prints

DH100

16.2 Megapixel
4 Frames/sec
3” Articulating LCD

Instant Rebate valid
thru 6/30/12

Includes NIKKOR
18-55 VR Lens

Reg. $849.99
- $200 Instant Rebate =

$649°°

Not responsible for typographical errors. While supplies last.
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Capture HD Video
and Amazing Photos
with Nikon cameras!

Nikon 1 J1

10.1 Megapixel
Mirrorless and compact Reg $649.99

30 Frames/sec

Instant Rebate valid

Austin’s Nikon_Headguarter

Includes 1 NIKKOR
10-30mmf/3.5 - 5.6 VR

- $150 Instant Rebate =
$499°

3810 N Lamar Blvd - Austin, Tx 78756
512.467.7676 800.677.1023
M-F:9-6 Sat:10-6 Sun:1-5

thru 6/30/12

® , Photo Lab Classes Film Processing Rentals Custom Frames New & Used Cameras & Lenses Studio Equipment Repairs

L LT

$% PRECISION

W CAMERA & VIDEO

WWW prec1510n camera.com



FREE |
PET EXAM

New FLAX® | ‘}

in stores now. k
| !
| Whole Earth Sy b

Provision Co.

\ 2410 San Antonio Street
512-478-1577 |

\ 1014 North Lamar |

512-476-1414 |

South Lamar @ Westgate |

\ 512-899-0992 |
‘ll WholeEarthProvision.com

A Not available at our San Antonio Street store. i

Offer valid for dogs & cats only. Not valid for emergencies.
Offer expires 6/29/2012. Must present coupon at time of arrival.

$19.95 ANNUAL
VACCINATIONS

Dogs Includes: Exam, Distemper Parvo and Rabies. Cats
Includes: Exam, Feline Distemper, Feline Leukemia and

Rabies. Offer valid for each pet. Offer expires 6/29/2012.
Must present coupon at time of arrival.

LOW COST ROUTINE
SPAYS AND NEUTERS
FOR CATS AND DOGS

I
I
I
I
cat spay: $40; dog spay/neuter: 0-25 1bs. I
I
I
I
I

Healthcare Education

$49.50, 26-35 Ibs. $53.50, 36-45 1bs. $57, 46-60
Ibs. $60.50, 61-80 Ibs. $70, 81-100 Ibs. $79

Not redeemable for cash. Applies to routine spays &
neuters. Offer valid for each pet. Exp. 6/29/2012. Must present
coupon at time of arrival.

$19.95 CAT |
NEUTERS! i

Are Wov vp to
the r/ha“engp?

® Job placement assistance

® Financial aid available
for those who qualify

Valid for routine cat neuters only. Offer valid for each pet.
Offer expires 6/29/2012. Must present coupon at time of arrival.

Start your training today for a career in HEALTHCARE!
Visit us at www.CHCPTEXAS.com and download your career guide!

We offer a variety of Allied Healthcare Programs, including:

 Dental Assistant « Medical Assistant  Personal Fitness Trainer’
* Medical Coding and Billing Specialist

 Limited Medical Radiologic Technologist

CALL NOW! 800.880.2712 ' . 0ihorinon

Other Online Programs Now Available! 6505 Airport Blvd., Suite 102, Austin, TX 78752

For more information about our graduation rates, the median debt of students who completed the program, and other important information, please visit our
website at http://www.chcp.edu/disclosures and http://www.bls.gov/soc/. *Graduates eligible to become PTA Global Certified.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK TO BETTER SERVE YOU!

Now Open for Lunch
Friday, Saturday, Sunday
1lam - 4pm

Beginning June 22

13138 888%%Y \\

—

Nuaant

\
\
\

PUB AND

BLACK STHR

BREWERY

i

Black Star Co-op Pub & Brewery | Rirport & N. Lamar | (512) 452-BEER | wwuw.blackstar.coop
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NOW PLAYING!

Brain Music Center”™
of Austin

Brain Music™ is a form of neurofeedback that utilizes recordings of your
unique brainwave patterns to produce personalized music tracks.

Brain Music promotes improved mood, better This convenient, cost-effective, take-home therapy

sleep, reduced stress and improved mental can be kept on your smart phone, iPhone, iPad,

performance. mp3 player, personal computer or CD to use at
your convenience.

Proven in double-blind clinical studies to help

relieve Insomnia, Anxiety, Depression and ADHD. Join others & find your beat at our new Austin
location or visit us online to learn more about the
Proven in clinical studies to improve performance benefits of Brain Music.

of managers, athletes and students.

Brain Music has no side effects and is completely ~ WWW.brainmusiccenter.com/relief
non-invasive and drug-free.

YOUR BEAL. YOUR MIND.

950 Westbank Drive, Suite 206 Austin, Texas 78746 « (512) 306-0850

These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. Brain Music is not infended fo diagnose or treat any medical condition.

10 THEAUSTIN CHRONICLE JUNE 22,2012 austinchronicle.com



| 19 THE HIGHTOWER REPORT

% k i

B

ro
o &

Austin celebrated Juneteenth on Tuesday with a parade, live music, food, and fun at Rosewood Park.

Our Neighbhors’ Keepers

More than one way to save a neighborhood

This Friday morning, groundbreaking
will be celebrated on what is intended to
be a groundbreaking effort: the first
“Community Land Trust” home in Austin
and, according to its founders,
the first such effort in Texas.
The last legislative session
(not exactly distinguished
for progressive lawmak-
ing) enabled nonprofits
like the Guadalupe
Neighborhood Devel-
opment Corporation
(www.guadalupendc.org) to
establish community
land trusts as a way
of preserving affordable
housing for low- and moder-
ate-income homeowners. The
trust owns the land and grants a
long-term lease to a prospective hom-
eowner, thereby reducing both the mort-
gage costs and the property tax burden on
the “improvements” - i.e., the house itself
- allowing people who would otherwise not
be able to afford a home to do so.

The first beneficiaries of the GNDC project
will be Mary Ybarra and her two children.
Ybarra has lived in the neighborhood all her
life; after more than a decade as a GNDC

BY MICHAEL

renter, she looks forward to moving into a
home that will replace the dilapidated one she
once rented at 1313 Willow St. According to
GNDC Project Director Cassandra Ramirez,
this home marks the beginning of a
larger project centered in the
Guadalupe-Saldana Net Zero
subdivision, an 110-unit
endeavor that gets its
name from the neighbor-
hood and the sustainabil-
ity features under which

60 of the homes will pro-

duce or conserve enough

energy to have a “net
zero” consumption over a
year’s time, thus combin-
ing several Austin communi-
ty values. Sustainability in this
case not only means environmen-
tal conservation but “community preser-
vation,” said Ramirez, enabling residents who
would otherwise be priced out of the inflating
real estate market to stay in the neighbor-
hoods where they have built their lives.

All the homes in the subdivision will
have a 99-year affordability restriction; they
can be passed on to heirs, but any potential
sale would still be directed to low- or moder-
ate-income families.

Snow Gones
ice Cold Eyink

Disturbing Trends

Coming at the neighborhood preservation
target from another angle is the nonprofit
East Austin Conservancy (www.eastsideguardians.
org), which in April issued a report in partner-
ship with People Organized in Defense of
Earth and her Resources titled “Land of
Broken Dreams & Land of Opportunity,”
describing homeownership trends in two
Eastside neighborhoods, roughly Chestnut/
Rosewood and East Cesar Chavez/Holly. EAC
board president and former Council Member
Raul Alvarez presented the report to City
Council June 14; it focuses on two presumably
related trends: an apparently accelerating
departure of longtime homeowners from
those areas, and increasing numbers of cur-
rent homeowners delinquent on their proper-
ty taxes. In brief, the study reviewed the
county property records of 622 “longtime
homeowners” (who had owned a home in the
neighborhood since 1992) and found that
“34% of these homeowners who owned their

continued on p.12

d() THERE GOES THE NEIGHBORHOOD ]
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Headlines

There’s no City Council meeting this week, but
the June 28 (presummer break) meeting is bur-
geoning with potential: the return of the argument
over short-term rentals (see “There Goes the
Neighborhood,” p.20); the meter still running on
taxicab licenses; and the likelihood of dueling
charter proposals over geographic council
districts (see “Not a Short-Term Meeting,” p.16).

In answer to the international response to the
April police shooting of a charging dog (“The
Cisco Story: More than Meets the Social Media
Eye,” April 27), the Austin Police Department
announced new nonlethal methods and training
for encounters with potentially dangerous dogs,
plus full use-of-force review in fatal dog shootings.

Austin Police say a preliminary review suggests
officers pursuing alleged car thief Reynaldo
Victor Hernandez Jr. did so within department
policy. The June 15 high-speed chase in South
Austin ended with the death of James Williford.
Hernandez, who ran a red light and crashed into
Williford’s car, has been charged with murder.
See “To Pursue ... or Not,” Newsdesk, June 19.

There’s been a big shakeup at Austin ISD, with
six new senior cabinet members announced this
week. District general counsel Mel Waxler gets
the biggest promotion, becoming Superintendent
Meria Carstarphen’s new chief of staff.

Carstarphen’s campaign to push single-sex
schools on East Austin revved up again this
week, as the district held a June 20 invite-only
meeting at Garcia Middle School to discuss its
conversion into an all-girls school. Carstarphen
has also targeted Pearce Middle School to be
converted into a boys’ academy.

After a year on the job, Lower Colorado River
Authority General Manager Becky Motal has
been given another three years by the LCRA
board of directors. Motal’s first task was to tight-
en LCRA's purse strings and “streamline” opera-
tions, resulting in layoffs.

Williamson County U.S. Rep. John Carter has
filed legislation to block the federal listing of
four types of salamanders — Austin Blind,
Salado, Jollyville Plateau, and Georgetown — as
endangered, as they “are not threatened by rea-
sonable economic development.

GOP grandstanding on the Sage Brush Lizard
continues, even after the Obama administration
decided to leave it off the endangered species
list. Land Commissioner Jerry Patterson and
Comptroller Susan Combs have both demanded
changes to the Endangered Species Act.

On June 15, President Barack Obama announced
that the administration would end the threat of
deportation for some undocumented immigrants
brought to the U.S. as children; the executive
order would affect an estimated 800,000 people
under 30 who arrived before the age of 16 and
have lived in the U.S. for at least five years.

There’s still no ruling from the U.S. Supreme
Court on the Affordable Care Act, aka
Obamacare. The decision, which was expected
earlier this month, could determine whether mil-
lions of Texans get to keep health coverage.

“This is not the military.
This is public education.”
— Education Austin President Ken

Zarifis condemns AISD for running
summer STAAR test “boot camps”
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This Isn’t Portland

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TAKES A PUBLIC BEATING BEFORE COUNCIL APPROVAL

POINT AUSTIN continued from p.11

home in 2002 no longer owned their home in
2012.” More alarmingly, of the remaining
homeowners, “31% (125 of 408) currently have
tax delinquencies,” raising the risk of foreclo-
sure and enough concern for the report to call
it a “crisis.”

Some questions have been raised about the
study area’s statistical uniqueness - change-
over in home ownership, in itself, is not uncom-
mon across Austin - but the combination of
longtime homeownership, recent abrupt transi-
tion, and the tax delinquencies certainly sug-
gest something beyond simple wanderlust, or
even decisions to take advantage of rising pric-
es and move on. I asked city demographer
Ryan Robinson for his impression of the
report’s perspective, and he said what’s partic-
ularly interesting about those near East Austin
neighborhoods is that even while undergoing a
“high level of changeout,” they are also “on the
top of the list for greater owner longevity” —
that is, people who have lived in the neighbor-
hood a very long time, establishing deep family
roots and indeed creating the multicultural
character of the larger neighborhood.

The EAC’s initial response is to provide
financial help and counseling to residents
having a hard time meeting those rising tax
assessments, who might otherwise lose
their homes or have to sell under pressure.
Alvarez acknowledges the project’s targets
— currently trying to raise $50,000 to begin
helping a few families a year with dollar-for-
dollar tax payments — are both short-term
and modest. But as the report notes, over a
10-year term, helping 100 homeowners stay
in their homes would cost roughly $420,000,
and “if we try to build 100 affordable units
in East Austin during that same period of
time, the total cost would be approximately
$17 million.” It seems an extremely prudent
investment in neighborhood preservation.

A Community Interest

In Austin we talk a lot, officially and
unofficially, about “affordability” in a town
that, relative to the rest of the country, is
doing quite well. By the latter, we mean
official unemployment is closer to 5% than
10%, although we only occasionally acknowl-
edge that the job market is radically split
between those making out like cyber-ban-
dits and those living paycheck to paycheck
and hanging on in between.

In housing, neither land trusts nor prop-
erty tax assistance, nor even mandating
affordable units in luxury developments,
are a silver bullet that will singly resolve the
affordability problem. (It’s also worth noting
that single-family detached homes are not
the only kind of “neighborhood,’ and that
the central city can bear quite a bit more
multi-unit density.) All these together will
be necessary, plus working much harder at
the other side of the equation: establishing
living-wage incomes for families that
shouldn’t be charity cases in the first place,
because a full-time job should be, by defini-
tion, sufficient to support a family. Mean-
while, the whole city has a common interest
in not turning longtime homeowners into
financial exiles — in finding small and large
ways of keeping our neighbors neighbors. B

Is Austin trying to be something it's not?
Not everyone thinks so, but a fair number of
people who spoke at last week’s hearing on
the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan
advised the city to re-examine its priorities
for growth — and stop trying to look like Port-
land, Ore., wonderful city that it is. The comp
plan, they said, should seek to look more
like Austin.

And although the City Council unanimously
approved the 30-year plan, many of the
dozens of people who signed up to speak
registered their opinion as either against or
neutral. After two-plus years in the making
and a splashy marketing push, Imagine Aus-
tin still ended up on the receiving end of
several hours of criticism. Austin is one
tough crowd.

On the bright side, Council Member Chris
Riley made the motion to approve the
version of the plan that had been
worked over and blessed by
the Planning Commission,
meaning that the dreaded
“dotted line” that marked
State Highway 45 in
southwestern Travis
County is officially off
the “growth concept
map,” and that existing
and future neighbor-
hood plans will trump
Imagine Austin.

Just to make things per-
fectly clear for the city staffers
charged with implementing the
road map, Council Member Laura Morrison
inked in a handful of amendments that com-
mit to:

e Protect the character of neighborhoods
and environmentally sensitive areas;

e Respect the neighborhood planning
process;

e Ensure consistency with Future Land Use
Maps within adopted neighborhood plans;

e Recognize the economic value of small,
locally owned businesses;

e Request that the Capital Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization delete SH 45 from its

2035 Regional Transportation Plan. (No one
really believes that this action marks the end
of the road for SH 45, but, Morrison said
later, “it clarifies a formally adopted vision
for this city ... the fact that this city is going
to work toward that goal with our regional
partners is to me a specific action that’s
more than symbolic.”

IMAGINE THAT

Interestingly, some of the plan’s harshest
critics turned out to be several of Austin’s
doyennes of leadership and civic activism.
They were united in their belief that the
plan’s language and growth map effectively
dismiss the people and things already here
and instead serve as a guide for disassem-
bling and rebuilding a brand new city for
the benefit of the 750,000 newcomers

expected here over the next 20 years.
At least two of these women of a
certain age, Joan Bartz and
Mary Arnold, had served
on a Seventies-era citi-

zens committee that craft-

ed the original Austin
Tomorrow Plan, which the city

promptly shelved. “Nothing

appears to have changed in the past 40
years,” Bartz said, referring to well-inten-
tioned citizen efforts that are often co-opt-
ed by “bureaucrats and special interests”
who want Austin to look like Portland or
Seattle. “‘Keep Austin Austin’ — that
should be our motto,” she said.

Arnold echoed those sentiments:
“Austin is different because of its geo-
graphic and natural resources and configu-
ration. We do have some things that we
can compare with other cities, but we
need to make it all our own,” she said.

“It seems we're just busy making
plans to tear things down rather
than to preserve our historic
structures and preserve our
environment.” — Mary Arnold

“Right now, it seems we’re just busy mak-
ing plans to tear things down rather than
to preserve our historic structures and
preserve our environment.”

University Hills Neighborhood Association
President Vera Givens told council, “The
plan’s emphasis is on the newbies ... at the
expense of citizens who have supported Aus-
tin for generations.” She says she is espe-
cially concerned about the future of multigen-
erational housing in Austin’s Northeast and
East neighborhoods.

LAND GRAB

It was fitting that Ora Houston, a lifelong
Austin resident and member of the comp
plan’s citizens advisory task force, was the
first to speak. She was not there to champi-
on the plan — she had registered her posi-
tion as neutral — but rather to contrast and
compare Imagine Austin to the city’s 1928
comprehensive plan, which forced a once-
vibrant African-American community to pack
up and move east of what is now I-35. “This
plan, like the 1928
plan, does very little
for people who have
limited or no resourc-
es,” she said.
“People with no
power continue to be
displaced from areas
where rent was once affordable, homeown-
ership a possibility, and forced to move
somewhere else. Like the '28 plan, this new
Austin is predicated on land grab — from
people who are resource-poor and can’t say
‘enough is enough.”

Houston went on to say that Imagine Aus-
tin shows little imagination when it comes to
preserving and rehabilitating affordable hous-
ing units. Instead, they are deemed “blighted
and substandard” and therefore eligible for
demolition and redevelopment — “code for
‘land grab.” In other words, she said, “expel-
ling the ‘have nots’ so that the ‘haves’ can
develop the land.

“I guess I'm not neutral after all,” she
concluded. |

CIVICS 101

THURSDAY

WATER CONSERVATION SYMPOSIUM How can our
region meet its water needs? “The Business Case for
Water Conservation” is open to the public. Register
between 9am and 9:30am. 9:30am-3pm. Hilton Waco,
113 S. University Parks Dr., Waco.

CLIMATE REFUGEES This screening of a climate
change documentary is open to the public and
brought to you by the U.S. Green Building Certifica-
tion Institute and the city of Austin. 6-9:30pm.
Goldsmith Hall (UT campus). Free.

LAKEWAY CITIZENS POLICE ACADEMY ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION MEETING This public meeting features
speakers from EMS and LCRA addressing how to pre-
pare for a long hot summer (the only kind we know of
around here). 7pm. 104 Cross Creek, Lakeway.

MONDAY

APL PRESENTS MUSIC FOR !
KIDS Austin Music Division and £
Austin Public Library present i .
a six-week summer concert f
series. This time: Gina Chavez.

See complete schedule online. £ . el
2pm. Twin Oaks Branch Library, ';. e rr’_‘m? \i
1800 S. Fifth. Free. M‘.r ettt

WEDNESDAY

WDP BENEFIT DINNER Proceeds from this four-

course meal will go to the Workers Defense Project.

Make reservations with Candace Lépez by phone or

email. Botticelli’s, 1321 S. Congress, 391-2305. $50.
d kersdef org.

APPLY FOR CITYWORKS ACADEMY Thirty partici-
pants will learn about city operations over the course
of 12 Tuesday evenings, Sept. 11-Nov. 27. Apply
online, by calling, or at City Hall. Through July 13.
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second, 974-29609.
www.austintexas.gov/ cityworks.

JUNE ADOPTION SPECIALS Come find a new furry
friend for $20 through the month of June; fees are
waived entirely for pets older than 5. Austin Animal
Center, 7201 Levander Loop. www.austinanimalcenter.org.
SIGN THE SAVE TEXAS SCHOOLS PETITION Tell
state leaders it's time to stop underfunding our
schools and overtesting our kids. Add your name and
help keep Texas smart! www.savetxschools.org.
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$13 tickets
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Get *10'Advance Tickets @

AustinVarietyShow.com

OCTOBER 3-5, 2012

R\, SX5Weco.com 4

SXSW Eco PanelPicker
Voting is Open!

Vote for the programming you want to
see at SXSW Eco. Voting ends June 29. !

panelpicker.sxsweco.com

Cleantech

STARTUP
Competition

Call faor Entries

Apply through July 13 to generate investor interest
in your cleantech startup at the SXSW Eco Startup
Showcase, a one-day venture capital pitch tourna-
ment presented by Austin Technology Clean Energy
Incubator and Austin Energy.

sxsweco.com/startup

Cleantech INNOVATION
. Competition Call for Entries

The i2i Awards seeks top ideas globally, for solutions with the

i greatest potential to benefit our planet and society in the areas of
' energy and environment. Enter your idea through July 13.

1 i2iawards.org

Register Now and Save

theguardian
Sustainable business

ZGHRONIGLE

. Up To $200

E Register to attend before the July 27th early-bird deadline and save
1 up to $200 off the walk-up rate. Book your room at the AT&T
E Conference Center through the SXSW Eco Housing Desk.

' sxsweco.com/attend

0

6001 Rirpor! Bivd 78752

WE KNOW HOW TO CUSTOM SHAPE HATS, KILL FIRE AIITS & THREAD PIPES

HARDWARE TO WESTERN WEAR, FEED TO
SEED AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN?
501 BASTROP HWY. 78741 512-385-3452 CALLAHANSGENERALSTORE.COM

ROAD * MTB + COMMUTER * FULL SUSPENSION SERVICE
HYDRAULIC BRAKE SERVICE CUSTOM WHEEL BUILDING

2153 S. Lamar * 447-7764
cycleprogression.com

PROGRESSION

E e asters
2222335 CONGM

3. Scheduled/Maintenance

30, 605190k

pA Tune-ups

i‘(Transmlssnons
Exhaust

iﬁ(Collnsnon, Paint
‘&Body/Shop s
L]

Uy
| JEEPS/DEALER
'I'RADE-INS!

WWW.JEEPMASTERS comil
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STAAR Falls on Texas Schools

Educators, parents, and policymakers
around the state have been stunned by
disappointing results in the first State of
Texas Assessmentsof Academic Readiness,
aka STAAR tests. The big question that
now plagues Texas educators is simple:
Are the test and benchmarks wrong, or
are school districts working from the
wrong curriculum?

This year the Texas Education Agency
provided STAAR assessments for third
through eighth grades, but the first round
of end-of-course tests for ninth graders -
algebra I, world geogra-
phy, biology, and especially
the reading and writing
component of English I -
is attracting the most
interest and generating
the most concern. African-
American and Hispanic
students, many of whom
come from economically
disadvantaged back-
grounds or are learning
English as a second lan-
guage, had problems with
reading and writing. The
statewide numbers speak
for themselves. Only 16% I i T
of Asian students and 18% .
of white students failed
the English I Reading test,
but that number balloons
to 41% for Hispanic stu-
dents. More disturbingly,
only 3% of students
statewide have hit all the
state-set benchmarks to
be college- or career-ready
at graduation.

The Austin Independent School District’s
numbers closely track statewide statistics
but represent a curious switch. Under the
old TAKS test, district students generally
performed better in their English language
test scores than in math or the sciences;
that trend is reversed in the new scores.
The response to these grim numbers has
been twofold. First, AISD launched sum-

;; opposition to
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Protesters express

standardized testing.___
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mer “boot camps” at Anderson and Bowie
high schools, designed to get kids up to
standard by the time retesting begins on
July 9. By the first day of classes on June 12,
AISD said 518 students had signed up.
Edmund Oropez, associate superintendent
of high schools, said the district had done
sample testing throughout the year and
already knew it would have to provide this
emergency tuition. He said, “That’s when
budgets and staff were developed to create
the boot camps, well in advance of what we
knew the scores were going to be.”

Fa

If the STAAR test is misrepresenting both student
achievement and learning gaps, said Education
Austin's Ken Zarifis, “Let’s make a stand against it.
Boot camps are not a stand against it.”

However, he described them as a “stop-
gap” until the district can revise its curricu-
lum. Since the preliminary results came
out, Executive Director of Curriculum
Suzanne Burke, her staff, and what Burke
called a “curriculum writers cadre” of
approximately 200 teachers have been revis-
ing the curriculum. Summer revisions are
normal, according to Burke, who called the

curriculum a “living document.” Her office
will be running professional development
sessions over the summer to bring teachers
up to speed, she said, “but the question for
us is what happens from August to May.”
Like most AISD offices, her staff has been
cut to the bone. Now, instead of one-on-one
sessions, her professional development
staff has shifted to a “just in time” structure
- bring teachers from multiple schools and
departments together for group sessions at
cluster sites. Burke said, “We have in the
past deployed them to individual campuses.
I don’t have the staff to
have an impact on a dis-
trict of 120 campuses.”

For Education Austin
President Ken Zarifis,
none of this does anything
to combat the idea that
Texas education is simply
about teaching to the test.
A 12-year veteran language
arts teacher, he said: “When
I had 50% of my class fail
the test, I didn’t look at the
kids. I looked at my assess-
ment tool” Compare the
minimum passing score in
the online tests: 29 out of
56 in English I Reading
(52%) and 40 out of 62 (65%)
in English I Writing, but
only 20 out of 54 (37%) for
Biology and Algebra I. And
there has been no real
indication from TEA why
the agency set the English
language grades dispro-
portionately higher. If the
STAAR test is misrepre-
senting both student achievement and
learning gaps, Zarifis said: “Let’s make a
stand against it. Boot camps are not a stand
against it.”

Possibly the most worrying aspect of the
switchover is that these current new bench-
marks are generous, as the TEA is phasing
in the new STAAR standards over four
years. The logic is that this allows teachers

NOSY3IANY NHOT

STAAR TEST RESULTS

Preliminary results for the 2012 STAAR tests
show that AISD students passed at rates close to
the state averages. However, because the Texas
Education Agency is phasing in the test, passing
grades will be significantly higher by the 2016
school year. Under those metrics (“full stan-
dards”), passing rates would drop dramatically.

PASSING State AISD Under Full
RATES Avg.  Avg. Standards
Biology 87% 84% 41%
Algebra | 83% 84% 39%
World Geography 81% 79%  40%
English I: Reading 68% 69%  46%
English I: Writing 55% 54%  34%

and students to build up to the new rigor,
but they face a steep climb. For example,
the English I Reading passing grade rises
from 29 this year to 35 in 2016: If this year’s
cohort of ninth graders had faced that scale,
only 46% would have reached the state
minimum. As a member of the House Public
Education Committee, those numbers con-
cern Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin. He said,
“If the scores don’t improve fast enough,
those pass rates are going to be abominably
low, and we’re going to have a real problem
on our hands.” He has heard that most stu-
dents who failed English I did so narrowly,
and it will only take minor curriculum
changes to get them to a passing grade.
Whether that is true, he said, “Only time
will tell.”

The TAKS system saw a similar ramp-up
in grade targets, meaning teachers were
shooting for a perpetually shifting and
shrinking target. Changing the pass rate
also makes it challenging for lawmakers to
analyze year-on-year data, so Strama has
requested “apples to apples” data from the
TEA. His concern is that the impact of the
state’s education funding cuts are masked
in the switch. He said, “There aren’t many
variables that have changed, other than not
spending $5 billion.” - Richard Whittaker
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Standardized Testing
in Lege Limbo

Ever since the first round of preliminary STAAR
test results were released on June 8, Texas parents
have worried about whether their child should go
through the stress of retesting. The House
Public Education Committee put the same
question to the Texas Education Agency on
June 19 as they analyzed the latest iteration of
standardized testing in Texas. The consensus was
that someone will write a bill on retesting require-
ments next session, but committee chair Rob

Discover the. |
Possibilities
at Pacifica

Eissler, R-The Woodlands, said, “It won’t be us.’ ONE-DAY INTRODUCTION
“Not true; replied vice chair Scott Hochberg,
D-Houston. “We just won’t get to vote on it” Their SATU RDAY! J U LY 21
banter hid a worrying truth for education policy in
Texas: Five of the 11 committee members will
leave the Legislature before the next session, and G ra d uate F'I"Dg rams
those two are presumed to be the biggest losses. :
Eissler lost his primary, and Hochberg - broadly D esl gnEd tﬂ HE I p Yﬂu
regarded as the smartest guy in the room on edu- AC h iEVE PE rson BI a nd
cation - decided not to run again.
The Houston Democrat prﬂfegsiﬂnal Success
became increasingly frus-
trated by the lack of clarity
e from the TEA staff on one
] l’ core issue: If the tests are g [
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bipartisan concern about Pacifica’s Degree Programs

the testing regime, with Reps. Jimmy Don counseling, and depth psychology, and the humani-
Aycock, R-Killeen, and Mark Strama, D-Austin, . .
leading the charge on the problem of retesting. Both ties. The degree programs are informed by the Attend Typical Class Sessions
were troubled that rising ninth graders who found D
themselves behind in their end-of-course tests may be depth psychological tradition pioneered by C.G. Meet and Interact with Faculty,
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Confidence in Motion

2012 Impreza 2.0i
Sedan - cvT

T
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SIGN & DRIVE

$ 2 14 ABSOLUTELY ZERO DUE!

PER MONTH |42 MO. LEASE

Model CJB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may affect final negotiated
price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly
payments of $214, final pymt / residual = $11,040. Based on 10k mi./ yr with $.15 per
mi. excess charge. MSRP $19,715. Stk# Z6855.

2012 Legacy 2.5i
CVT Sedan,

72 mo

$14.27/$1,000 financed

$ SIGN & DRIVE
ABSOLUTELY ZERO DUE!

PER MONTH |42 MO. LEASE

Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may affect final negotiated
price. 42 mo lease, S0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly
payments of $234, final pymt / residual = $12,515. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per
mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,177. Stki Z6846.

COMPLIMENTARY
FACTORY SCHEDULED

MAINTENANCE

for 2 years or 24,000 miles*

tary fact

SUBARU

STELLAR

CARE AWARD

The only Stellar Performer
Certified Subaru dealer in central Texas

FREE OIL CHANGES FOR LIFE!

7501 S IH-35 - EXIT 257

(512)930-2111

Service Dept open Sat 9am-4m

FOR MORE SPECIALS VISIT
www.subarugeorgetown.com
SALES: M-F 8:30 - 8:00, Sat 9:00 - 8:00

All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. 1All
regular scheduled maintenance must be completed at Subaru of
Georgetown. See dealer for details. **With approved credit on
select models in lieu of any other offer. Dealer participation may
affect final negotiated price. All pictures for illustration only.
Offers expire 7/2/12.

NEWS |
Council: Not a Short-Term Meeting

There’s no regular City Council meeting this
week, but the agenda is building for next
Thursday, June 28 — the last meeting before
council takes its annual summer hiatus. As of
Wednesday morning, the most contentious
issue on the hefty 138-item draft agenda is
likely to be Item 41, the return of short-term
rentals. As Josh Rosenblatt reports this week
(“There Goes the Neighborhood,” p.20), coun-
cil passed a new ordinance on June 14 to
allow commercial STRs but require owners to
register, limiting the numbers. But the measure
passed only 5-2 on first reading, and the oppo-
nents show no signs of surrender — petitions
are in the wind, websites and pressure groups
are multiplying, and the chance of this item
passing second and third readings on “con-
sent” (as currently listed) is less than zero.

Similarly up next week is a third reading of
the ordinances renewing the franchise of
Lone Star Cab Co. and granting additional
licenses to Yellow Cab Co. (ltems 79 and
80 this week). The ordinances appear to be
designed primarily to maintain the current

proportions of licenses granted to the exist-
ing franchises, but partly because of com-
plaints from disability advocates about inade-
quate or poor service, and partly due to
objections from current drivers over dilution
of their incomes, they haven’t garnered a con-
sensus to pass on all three readings. They're
back on the consent agenda — but likely to be
pulled for more public commentary.

Also looming (tentatively listed as Items
84 and 85) is the anticipated debate over
single-member districting and the potential
charter initiatives for the November election.
In work sessions, Mayor Lee Leffingwell has
floated a mixed or hybrid system, including
both geographic districts and some at-large
seats, while Council Member Mike Martinez
advocated for 10-1 (all geographic plus an at-
large mayor). The Austin American-Statesman
recently reported a majority of members lean-
ing toward a hybrid; simultaneously, the advo-
cacy group Austinites for Geographic Rep-
resentation is collecting signatures for its
own version of 10-1 that is accompanied by

elaborate “independent commission” provi-
sions for drafting the district lines.

Presuming council can come up with some
kind of consensus for its own plan, the result
is likely to be competing proposals on the fall
ballot, weakening the chances of any plan to
pass. Call it an Austin tradition, like the Trail
of Lights: Every few years, we have an official
proposal for geographic districts, and every
few years, we vote it down.

Other Items of interest: Items 5 through 9,
substantial Austin Energy incentives to
Fuddruckers for the generation of solar
power at five of its restaurants over the next
10 years; Item 81, a $12 million loan to the
Austin Children’s Museum for a new two-
story facility in the Mueller development. That
just happens to coincide with a morning brief-
ing updating the status of the entire Mueller
development project (Item 88); the other
morning report (Item 87) will cover the finan-
cial recommendations of the Austin Water
joint subcommittee.

The agenda anticipates an early adjourn-
ment, shortly after a 5:30pm performance by
Akina Adderley, and the proclamations.

Don’t bet your dinner on it. — Michael King

Council Briefed on F1 Prep Work

Remember when Donald Rumsfeld mused about
known unknowns vs. unknown unknowns? It seems
Council Member Bill Spelman was thinking along sim-
ilar lines on June 14 when City Council received a
planning update for the upcoming Formula One
race. “To my untutored eye, it looks like you've thought
of everything,” he told Economic Growth and Redevel-
opment Services Office Deputy Director Rodney
Gonzales, “but let me ask you the basic question:
How is it that you know you've thought of everything?”

The answer was an exhaustive and broad presen-
tation on every aspect of how the city will deal with
the $400 million development at the Circuit of the
Americas, the inaugural U.S. Grand Prix in Austin on
Nov. 18, and the estimated 300,000 visitors it
hopes to attract. Inevitably, transportation and dis-
ruption of residents both near the site and across
Austin dominated the discussion. Travis County
Commissioners recently approved $5.2 million in
road upgrades around the track, but city staff said the
plans are designed to minimize the number of cars on
race day. There will only be 17,000 on-site parking

spaces, and these are only
being issued if the driver can
guarantee four or more people
with “personal seat licenses”
per car. In total, 72,000 of the
120,000 ticket holders will be
expected to use the courtesy
shuttle buses, provided as part
of their ticket price. City staff
said this would have a dramatic
impact on travel times: Early
estimates suggested it could

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN

This is a rendering of a proposed temporary terminal at ABIA, which

take 12 hours to clear the track  City Council is expected to consider on June 28.

after the race, but with new traf-
fic management plans in place, Gonzalez said that
should go down to two or three hours for cars, or
40-minutes (plus wait time) for shuttle passengers.
Additionally, he said COTA “will utilize post-events to
stagger departure from the race.”

There were concerns that Austin-Bergstrom
International Airport may not be ready to deal with the
large number of out-of-state and foreign visitors.

Council is now expecting a proposal on June 28 for a
temporary international terminal to deal with charter
flights. However, this may become a permanent facility
within five years: There are ongoing discussions with
airlines about when regularly scheduled intercontinen-
tal flights may be feasible, and Gonzales told council

a route to London Heathrow could be viable
within the next three years. - Richard Whittaker
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More Abortion Reporting
Requirements Proposed

In each of the four previous Texas Legis-
lative sessions, anti-choice lawmakers tried
and failed to dramatically increase the
amount of personal information that women
seeking abortion would be required to pro-
vide to the state. During last year’s special-
called session, Rep. Bill Zedler, R-Arling-
ton, gave it another go - even at the risk of
derailing Senate Bill 7, the comprehensive
health care savings bill. Apparently unde-
terred, Zedler has since sought to have a list
of new reporting requirements put into
practice via the rule-making authority of
the state’s health services agencies. On
June 14, the Department of State Health
Services Council unanimously approved
the new reporting requirements, moving
them forward for consideration by the
Health and Human Services Commission,
which will consider public comment and
vote on the proposal later this year.

Zedler’s end-run around the legislative
process has drawn the ire of doctors, advo-
cates, and at least one lawmaker, El Paso
Dem. Sen. José Rodriguez, who penned a
letter to the DSHS Council asking that a
vote on the new regulations be put off “to
allow legislators adequate time to examine
the proposed rule in more detail and to sub-
mit comments.”

State law already requires abortion pro-
viders to submit detailed information about
each procedure performed in the state -
including a woman’s year of birth, race,
marital status, state and county of resi-
dence, and number of previous live births
and abortions. Under the new rules, women
would also be required to provide their high-
est level of education. More troubling is the
proposed new requirement that physicians
report details about abortion procedure
“complications,” even though, as NARAL
Pro-Choice Texas legislative counsel Blake
Rocap told the DSHS Council during public
comment at the end of the Thursday morn-
ing meeting, “There is no definition of what
a ‘complication’ is, and there is no definition
of what the consequences might be” for fail-
ing to comply with the vaguely worded
requirement — a “grave” concern shared by
Rodriguez in his letter to the council.

Bill Zedler

o

According to a March memo from DSHS
Commissioner David Lakey to HHSC Exec-
utive Commissioner Thomas Suehs, the
agency began looking at the content of
Zedler’s failed amendment during last
year’s special session “to determine if the
reporting requirements could be adopted
under [the agency’s] current [rule-making]
authority,” Lakey wrote. After a first go-
through, the agency determined that the
“most” of the Zedler-proposed require-
ments were outside that authority. Indeed,
Zedler’s proposal - previously carried,
unsuccessfully, at the Lege in 2005, 2007,
and 2009 by Victoria GOP Rep. Geanie
Morrison — would have required a woman
not only to provide information on her
educational attainment, but also to divulge
the age of the father at the time of her
abortion; the method of contraception (if
any) that was used; the source of the refer-
ral for the abortion; the method of pay-
ment; and the specific reason she is seek-
ing abortion (to include whether she is
being “coerced or forced,” has “economic
reasons” for not wanting a child, is being
recommended to do so by a parent or
“school counselor,” or if there is a sex-
selective reason behind the abortion).

Nonetheless, according to the memo,
Suehs instructed DSHS staff in August
2011 to “continue working through possi-
ble abortion reporting elements to see

which elements are within current author-
ity, useful for public health, feasible to
obtain and not offensive to women.” In
the end, it seems, only the question about
educational attainment fit that specific
bill. The new reporting requirements for
additional complications have also passed
agency muster, though physicians remain
concerned that the lack of specificity
could be used against them at a later date,
according to reporting by Andrea Grimes
in the online reproductive rights publica-
tion RH Reality Check.

Whether DSHS or HHSC actually believes
these rules are necessary is unclear. In an
emailed response to questions posed by
Grimes in April, a DSHS spokeswoman said
the agency is “always looking at the require-
ments of our health facilities to be sure
we’re evolving and regulating in the best
interest of patients,” and that “at any time a
stakeholder can come to us with comments
about our rules, even when the rules are not
in the midst of official revision.” The email
continues: “If there is a critical issue or flaw,
we can consider opening rules at any time
based on stakeholder and legislative input.”

Of course, the concerns of doctors and
advocates appear to rank lower on the
stakeholder scale than does Zedler, whose
interests are clearly being met even though
lawmakers have repeatedly declined to pass
similar measures during actual legislative
sessions. And that is the point that both
Rodriguez and Rocap each tried to stress in
separate comments to the DSHS Council.
“It gives me great concern that the Council
would pass rules ... on behalf of one legisla-
tor, when his desire to see that enacted is
not the will of the other ... members of the
Legislature,” Rocap told the council.

Neither Rocap nor Rodriguez’s concerns
appear to have impressed Council Chair
Glenda Kane, who noted that the council
was open to hearing concerns about the
proposed rule during its June 13 work ses-
sion (wWhen council placed the rule on its
consent agenda for Thursday, despite 129
comment cards critical of the proposal).
Kane clearly bristled at the suggestion
that the process had been anything less
than transparent. “There is never a reason
or desire ... to do anything to try to miti-
gate the public input into the process,” she
said at the close of the meeting. “If it has
been done, it has been done by the public
not being present at the meeting” to voice
any concerns. - Jordan Smith

Case Against Local News Station Goes to Texas Supreme Court

Can journalists be held legally liable when their sources say things that
are not true or that are mere allegations in an ultimately unsuccessful law-
suit? That is, can journalism include only statements from sources that a
reporter can independently prove are true? Those are among the questions
that the Texas Supreme Court will have to answer in a libel case brought by
neurosurgeon Byron Neely against local CBS affiliate KEYE and the
station’s former investigative reporter Nanci Wilson.

Neely took exception to a 2004 report by Wilson on Neely, who had recently
been disciplined by the Texas Medical Board for self-prescribing narcotics that
the board said had the “potential to interfere with his ability to perform sur-
gery!” Wilson’s piece came on the heels of the bitter debates over tort reform
that in part put strict limits on medical malpractice suits in Texas, and it includ-

ed stories of two individuals who said they'd been harmed by Neely - including
Wei Wu, who jumped off the Highway 183 overpass onto MoPac after being told
he had terminal cancer; his autopsy revealed that the cancer he'd been told

had spread had not actually done so. Wilson also included details of a surgery
Neely performed on former NFL player Paul Jetton, who alleged in a lawsuit that
Neely had been negligent; Neely ultimately settled that suit without admitting
any wrongdoing. Neely later sued Wilson, KEYE, and CBS parent company
Viacom, arguing that they'd libeled him in their report, but the broadcasters won
in a summary judgment that was later upheld by the Third Court of Appeals.
Neely has continued to appeal, however, questioning in part the degree to which
the so-called “third-party allegation rule” should apply. A date for the oral argu-
ment before the Texas Supremes has not yet been set.

-JS.

State Changes Rules
for Planned Parenthood

Just a week after Texas Assistant Solicitor
General Kristofer Monson told a 5th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals panel that Texas Planned
Parenthood clinics could remain providers under
the Women’s Health Program if they agree
to “stop promoting abortion” and change the orga-
nization’s nearly 100-year-old name, a new set of
WHP rules passed last week by the Department
of State Health Services Council suggests
that those two steps wouldn’t actually do anything
to keep current PP providers in the program.

Indeed, on June 14 the DSHS Council approved
new proposed rules intended to govern an exclu-
sively state-funded (as opposed to the current joint
federal-state-funded) and rebranded Texas
Women’s Health Program; under those rules, any
family-planning clinics that provide services under
the WHP that also have a relationship with an abor-
tion provider (entities that are not WHP providers)
would be required not only to deaffiliate them-
selves from one another, but would also have to be
housed in separate physical locations with sepa-
rate addresses. As it stands, several of the state’s
PP clinics that do not provide abortion services but
are WHP providers, share a close physical proximity
to a PP clinic that does provide abortion services.
For example, PP’s Waco family-planning clinic is in
the same building as the PP clinic that provides
abortion services, though the two facilities are in
separate office suites with different names, boards
of directors, and signage. Under the language
passed last week by the council, that would no lon-
ger be allowed, “even if those abortions are per-
formed by a different corporate entity.” Moreover,
the two separate entities would be forbidden from
having any common employees or volunteers. The
rules now move to the Health and Human
Services Commission for further vetting.

Whether the courts will approve the new rules,
of course, remains to be seen; a lawsuit brought
by the state’s PP clinics is currently pending in
federal court that challenges the state’s attempts
to push its largest provider of WHP services out
of the program for good. For more on the case,
see “Planned Parenthood Wins Preliminary

Injunction,” April 30. -J.S.
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Despite loud opposition from women and Planned
Parenthood advocates like Lesli Simms, shown above
at a rally last February, the state of Texas continues
battling the nearly 100-year-old organization.
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THE HIGHTOWER REPOR

BY JIM
HIGHTOWER

Incredible Shrinking Democracy

What's the No. 1 source of news for most
Americans? The Internet, you say? Nyet.
The New York Times or Wall Street
Journal? Uh-uh. Some fear that it's Fox TV,
the shameless spewer of right-wing hokum.
But, no, not even close.

The reality is even scarier than Fox. Get
ready to shudder, for America’s top news
source is: your local television stations. Yes,
the daily purveyors of
car wrecks and fea-
tures on the season’s
biggest zucchini are the
media outlets keeping
the masses informed
on the issues of the
day. Should we laugh,
fall down sobbing, or
just go bowling?

In fairness, some local stations do a cracker-
jack job, but few even meet a functioning
democracy’s minimum daily requirement for
“news to use” — chiefly because they're near-
ly all owned by corporate chains that con-
stantly cut reporters and editors, and shy
away from aggressive reporting, especially
any reporting on major advertisers.

#| TOP SAFETY PICK

Insurance Institute for Highway Safety

.
204°POP
2+ MODEL COUPE

2012 FIAT 500 POP EDITION
SIGN & DRIVE for only

Per Month
Lease
AHCT343798

For more information on Jim Hightower’s
work - and to subscribe to his award-winning
monthly newsletter, “The Hightower Lowdown”
- visit www.jimhightower.com. You can hear his
radio commentaries on KOOP Radio 91.7FM,

weekdays at 10:58am and 12:58pm.

Now, though, another corporate conta-
gion is spreading throughout TV Land, fur-
ther shriveling the ability (or even the
desire) of local stations to fulfill their news
reporting duty to the public. Call it “cookie-
cutter” news. Rather than competing to dig
up the best stories, two or more stations
in a city have been quietly signing “shared
services agreements,” meaning they
share one news direc-
tor, video reports,
local interviews,
graphics, office
space, and even
scripts read by their
news anchors. Except
for different network
logos on the screen,
the broadcasts are basically the same,
often word for word.

At least 83 TV markets from Vermont to
Hawaii now have stations engaged in this
anti-competitive collusion, abrogating their
responsibility to use our airwaves for the
public good. For more information and
action, go to the watchdog group FreePress
at www.freepress.net.
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There Goes the Neighborhood

City split over the latest in urban living options: short-term rentals

BY JOSH ROSENBLATT

Four times a year, Sheila Fabrizio travels
to Austin from her home in Allentown,
Pennsylvania, with her 20-year-old son,
Derek Strunk. Derek is nonverbal and has
autism, and his mother brings him to Aus-
tin for weeklong, one-on-one communica-
tion therapy sessions at Helping Autism
Through Learning and Outreach, a non-
profit started by Soma Mukhopadhyay to
spread the gospel of her Rapid Prompting
Method. Proponents of Rapid Prompting
say it enhances the learning and communi-
cation performance of people with autism,
and Sheila Fabrizio says the sessions have
“made my son’s life better.”

While Derek gets treatment, she and her
son stay for a week in a short-term rental
home on Mt. Bonnell Road. STRs have been
a godsend, she says, because hotels are both
cost-prohibitive and impossible for her son
to stay in; Derek needs to be moving con-
stantly. She’s worried that the attempts by
some to rid the city of so-called “commer-
cial” — non-owner-occupied — STRs in resi-
dential neighborhoods will mean she and
other “outsiders” will be “shut out” of Austin,
making it harder, perhaps impossible, for
her to improve her son’s quality of life.

Austinite Andrew Elder, meanwhile, is
president of the Zilker Neighborhood Assoc-
iation and father to a 5-year-old girl, Ani,
who suffers from Prader-Willi syndrome
and who, like Derek, is on the autism spec-
trum. Ani started going to Zilker Elementary
School at age 3 as part of the Preschool
Program for Children With Disabilities.
Under that program, Elder says, she’s blos-
somed, so much so that she’ll be matriculat-
ing into kindergarten with her peers next
year. But Elder is worried that if something
isn’t done to curb the number of STRs in his
neighborhood, the number of families with
children in 78704 will continue to decline
and its schools, already underenrolled, will
be shut down. School closure, he says,
would be a “supreme hardship” for his
daughter and his family.

So, when short-term rentals have the
power to both bring comfort to the families
of sick kids and cause them severe hard-
ship, how is a City Council member to vote?

Morrison
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The Zilker Neighborhood Association’s Andrew Elder - pictured with his children Ani, 5; Madoc, 3; and

Bevan, 14 months - opposes allowing “commercial” short-term rentals in the neighborhood.

Meet the Invisible Neighbors

“That was one of the worst decisions this
council has ever made.”

Council Member Laura Morrison is sit-
ting in her office at City Hall. It’s Tuesday,
five days after City Council approved on
first reading a proposal that would give the
official OK to short-term rentals. Morrison
had presented her own substitute motion
that would have made non-owner-occupied
STRs illegal, but it was rejected, 5-2.
Instead, council approved Council Member
Chris Riley’s plan, which would allow non-
owner-occupied STRs in areas zoned resi-
dential, with a cap (proposed at 3%) on the
number of those properties in any particu-
lar ZIP code.

In Morrison’s view, allowing non-owner-
occupied STRs in residential areas would
be an unprecedented shift in the way the
city regards its residential neighborhoods.
Non-owner-occupied STRs are no different
than hotels, she says; their increased pres-
ence in single-family neighborhoods will
reduce the housing stock available for per-
manent residents, drive up prices, and drive

out families, in turn driving down enroll-
ment at schools that are already facing
potential closure.

“It comes down to people having a vested
interest, being anchors, caring about schools
and libraries, being ‘the people next door’:
These things make up a neighborhood,”
Morrison says. “I started out thinking like
Council Member Riley does, that we should
find a limit for the number of non-owner-
occupied STRs, and that would be a good
compromise. But when I started thinking
about why we separate single-family neigh-
borhoods from other zoning categories, why
we think it’s important, then I realized you
need people living there, not just people
passing through.”

Up to this point, STRs have been essen-
tially unregulated, even uncounted. A
recent report published by the City Auditor’s
Office determined that there are approxi-
mately 1,500 short-term rentals in the city.
Of those, there is owner information avail-
able for 900, 563 of which are owner-occu-
pied and 337 of which aren’t. By state law,
the owners of these properties — defined by

In Morrison's view, allowing commercial STRs in residential
areas would be an unprecedented shift in the way the city
regards its residential neighborhoods.

“It comes down to people having a vested interest, being
anchors, caring about schools and libraries, being ‘the people
next door’: These things make up a neighborhood. ... [Y]ou
need people living there, not just people passing through.”

— Council Member Laura Morrison

WNHOYIE VYNV

the city as any single-family home that is
rented for less than 30 days at a time - must
pay hotel occupancy taxes, but studies have
shown that few of them do, especially own-
ers who rent out their homes only for spe-
cific occasions, like South by Southwest or
the Austin City Limits Music Festival.
Locals willing to rent out a room or an
entire house during those peak times can
make hundreds, even thousands, of dollars
a night. By law, they are required to pay
15% of that in hotel taxes: 6% to the state,
9% to the city. Under city code, 15% of HOT
revenue goes to the Cultural Arts Fund,
which last year distributed money to hun-
dreds of groups, including Arthouse at the
Jones Center, the Austin Film Festival,
Mexic-Arte Museum, and the Texas Juggling
Society (which, we presume, spends its
$1,000 in annual grant money on chainsaws,
flaming bowling pins, and insurance).

Supporters say that if STRs are restricted
(or banned outright), millions of dollars in
tax revenue will be lost. Bob Easter, a found-
ing member of the STR owner organization
the Austin Rental Alliance, guesses that the
city lost between $5 million and $10 million
in unpaid HOT revenue last year because it
does not systematically verify that STR own-
ers are paying their taxes. Rather than get-
ting rid of STRs, ARA wants the city to get
them all registered.

Registration appears to be the only policy
proposal on which the opposing sides agree.
As the issue has heated up, so has the rheto-
ric, with STR supporters accusing oppo-
nents of xenophobia and some STR oppo-
nents engaging in it. In the April 2011 edi-
tion of the Allandale Neighbor, Rob Robin-
son, a member of the Allandale Short Term
Rental Committee, wrote that the commit-
tee had come to the conclusion that STRs
are a “significant problem in Allandale,”
both in terms of safety (“People living near
STRs are subjected to a flow of strangers on
their street and past their front doors,
strangers about whom they know nothing”)
and the neighborhood’s “sense of commu-
nity” (“Renters of STRs will never be our
friends, and we do not want them to be
friends with our children”). ARA’s Easter,
meanwhile, thinks opponents are damaging
Austin’s welcoming reputation by trying to
drive away longer-stay travelers. “Why
wouldn’t you want people coming to Aus-
tin?” he asks.

One real problem with getting rid of
STRs, or even just “commercial” STRs
(“commercial” is a loaded term in the STR
debate), might be not the damage to Austin’s
reputation as a “friendly city,” nor even the
lost HOT revenue, but the potential loss of
cultural business — which would result in
diminished sales tax revenue and retail
activity. In letters sent recently to City
Council members, Alamo Drafthouse and
Fantastic Fest founder Tim League, Fun Fun
Fun Fest and Transmission Entertainment
partner James Moody, and film location
managers John Crowley, Steve White, and
Robbie Friedman wrote, “Short-term rentals
are used by a variety of Austin businesses to
house temporary employees and project-

continued on p.22
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Bob Easter of the Austin Rental Alliance thinks
opponents are damaging Austin's welcoming reputation.
“Why wouldn't you want people coming to Austin?”

based workers. This is especially true for
film, gaming, and other creative industries.
... The effort to effectively ban these types
of rentals would harm our tax base, our
residents, our businesses and our City.”
With Austin’s once-thriving film industry
already losing much of its business to neigh-
boring states offering far more generous tax
incentives, advocates are concerned that
getting rid of non-owner-occupied STRs
will give out-of-town film, TV, and video
game productions one more reason to take
their business to New Mexico or Louisiana.

Kathie Tovo

NOSY3IANV NHOT

In a December letter to council members
from the Austin Film Society, Chris Jackson,
production coordinator for the television
show The Lying Game (one of the city’s
increasingly rare film-industry success sto-
ries) was quoted as saying: “We rely heavily
on short-term rentals. We have approxi-
mately 15 short-term rentals at the moment.”
Sources say that number is expected to rise
when the show returns later this summer to
shoot its second season. In a similar letter
sent to Council in April, Austin Gay &
Lesbian International Film Festival Board
President Kodi E. Sawin wrote that the fes-
tival “regularly [relies] on rental homes ...
to host guests from out of town.” Some in
the film world worry that if STRs go away,
their industry will take a hit, both to its
finances and its reputation.

Suspicions vs. Statistics
Council Member Kathie Tovo doesn’t
share that concern. She believes the city
won’t lose tax revenue if non-owner-occu-
pied STRs are banned, because several
new hotels are being built and proposed
and because, well, people will always want
to come to Austin. “Those visitors and

JANA BIRCHUM

A short-term rental home in the Zilker neighborhood

industries will come to Austin regard-
less,” she says. “We have lots of places for
them now, several major hotels are under
construction, and more are on the way. I
believe we will still get that tax revenue.”
At the June 7 council meeting, Tovo added

a friendly amendment to Laura Morri-
son’s motion that would have granted
commercial STR owners a three-year
amnesty period to come into compliance
with a ban. That proposal failed, also by a
vote of 5-2.

Like water?

Are you a fan of water? Would you like to help protect our local water resources by
promoting water conservation? If so, we need you! Sign up to be a volunteer Water

Conservation Block Leader.

Block Leaders are a vital link between Austin Water’s conservation efforts and the
community. It only takes a few hours a year and can help protect our most precious
natural resource. To learn more or to sign up, visit WaterWiseAustin.org

WaterWiseAustin.org
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“Short-term rentals are
used by a variety of Austin
businesses to house
temporary employees and
project-based workers. This
is especially true for film,
gaming, and other creative
industries. ... The effort to
effectively ban these types
of rentals would harm our
tax base, our residents, our
businesses and our City."”
— Letter to the City Council
from Tim League,
James Moody, and others

Tovo says her primary concern when it
comes to short-term rentals is the way
they’re clustered in certain ZIP codes.
According to the auditor’s report released
at the end of April, 492 of the city’s 1,500
STRs are located in 78704 (Central South
Austin, from Lady Bird Lake to Ben
White). That includes 127 non-owner-
occupied properties and 194 whose owner-
ship is unknown. According to city demog-
rapher Ryan Robinson, there are 23,000
total housing units in 78704, including
7,200 detached, single-family units, and
1.76% of those 7,200 are confirmed non-
owner-occupied STRs. Add in half of the
194 properties whose ownership is
unknown (as Riley did to come up with his
proposal), and you’ve got just about 3%.
Numbers that high, Tovo argues, are
bound to have a negative impact on neigh-
borhoods, from school enrollment num-
bers and the number of families with
children, to affordability, crime statistics,
and civic participation.

“Short-term rental occupants aren’t going
to get involved with their neighborhood
associations, volunteer for park cleanup
days, or sign up for campus advisory com-
mittees at neighborhood schools,” Tovo
says. “There are all kinds of ways we par-
ticipate as a member of a neighborhood that
you’re not going to have.”

And a lack of participation, opponents
argue, will mean neighborhoods are less
safe because there will be fewer people
who recognize their neighbors and, more
importantly, fewer people who recognize
when someone is not a neighbor. As Zilker’s
Andrew Elder puts it: STRs “remove eyes
on the street” and “create blind spots
where we don’t expect our friends and
neighbors to be going” and situations
where there is “no neighbor sitting on the
front lawn watching out for my interests,
my children.”

This is where the language of the anti-
STR arguments gets a little soft. Tovo says
STRs “degrade the fabric of our communi-

ties,” that neighborhoods rely on active
neighbors. Morrison talks about “anchors”
and the need for families and schools to
“stay vibrant.” Even Riley, who wrote the
first draft of the resolution that will allow
non-owner-occupied STRs in residential
areas, is worried that too many of the
properties will lead to a “hollowing-out of
our neighborhoods.”

Yet even setting aside the small city-
wide percentage of commercial STRs, the
numbers don’t seem to bear out oppo-
nents’ claims about the relationship
between those properties and rising hous-
ing costs, declining family numbers, and
increases in crime and code violations.
The City Auditor’s April report, first
requested by council in January on a
motion from Council Member Bill
Spelman, shows that STRs result in no
more 911 or 311 calls than do other resi-
dential properties. Ryan Robinson says
the auditor’s map — showing STR cluster-
ing in 78704 - and 2010 Census reports of
a trend toward fewer families with chil-
dren in that ZIP code may reflect a cause-
and-effect relationship, but he acknowl-
edges that’s just his “professional opinion”
based on what he calls “lumpy” data. And
a report commissioned by the National
Association of Realtors does indeed show
that STRs can drive up real estate prices,
but we have no local studies to the same
effect. And it’s a rather nebulous thing to
attempt to legislate anyway: the “feeling”
you should get from a neighborhood.

“That’s why we’re swimming through
the molasses, because there’s no way to
quantify the effect these things are hav-
ing,” says Spelman, who, as a longtime
professor at the LBJ School of Public
Affairs at UT, prays at the altar of statistics
rather than sentiment. “The hard edge of
the argument - that STRs are causing
more 911 and 311 complaints — was proven
wrong by the auditor’s report, so we’re left
with the soft edge of the argument.”
Spelman voted in favor of the Riley pro-
posal, largely on the assumption that mak-
ing STRs illegal (like bars in the 1920s) will
only drive them underground and make
them even harder to regulate. “We know
what happens when we ban things,” he
reminded his colleagues before their vote
two weeks ago. So the important thing, he
argues, is to drag these properties into the
light of legality so the city can regulate
them. Anyway, he says that’s what he’ll be
pushing for when the issue returns to
council on June 28.

“The real question is: How do we get the
STRs out there to come into compliance?”
Spelman says. “Right now we have a stick,
which is we can take away your permit. I
think it would be nice if we could find some
sort of a carrot as well: ‘If you do this then
there’s some cookie the city can give you.” I
don’t know what that looks like yet, but I'm
sure that if the stick is actually applied to
some of the few bad actors out there — the
‘party houses’ or homes with too many code
complaints — it will encourage everyone to
come into compliance.” |
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My Kind of Town

In my five days in Chicago last week, | managed to survive
nearly five hours with a pack of hopeless drunks, torture by
the police, and a steamer tipping over in the Chicago River.
You might think such punishing experiences would’ve put a

Down to the
river: the cast
of Eastland

Cometh, brought back to pickled, pipe-dreaming life (rather, half-
life) in a big-shouldered revival from the Goodman Theatre
(regional Tony, 1992). Yes, at four and three-quarters hours, the
show tested one’s stamina, but every minute of that span was
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damper on this little getaway to the Windy City, but no, that
wasn’t the case, since they all occurred — as | expect you've

guessed — in the theatre.

I'd joined several dozen of my colleagues in the

American Theatre Critics Association — we're
the group that recommends resident the-
atres across the land for the regional Tony
Award and presents some of the country’s
most prestigious playwriting prizes — to
sample the current wares on Chi-town
stages. Every year, the ATCA membership
convenes in a different spot in the U.S.

or Canada to get a feel for the theatre
being made there by seeing productions
and meeting area artists. Last summer, we
decamped to Ashland, Ore., for the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival (regional Tony winner,

1983); this year, we hit Chicago ... again. In the
35 years of these conferences, ATCA has visited a
handful of locales outside New York more than once, but
Chicago is the only city that it's visited four times. But then,
what other American city has a theatre bench as deep as Chi-
town’s? — more than 200 active companies, five of which
have scored that coveted regional Tony. If cities competed in
drama the way they do baseball, Chicago would bring home

the pennant damn near every season.

And the work that | and my critical confreres saw on this trip
again showed why. That pack of hopeless drunks? Those were
the irredeemable barflies of Eugene O’Neill’'s The Iceman

charged with a fierce commitment to O’Neill’s dark vision — dark-
ness that was quite literal for the first hour of director Robert
Falls’ production, what with the stage sunk in shadow
and the gloom lifting at an achingly slow pace (the
light controlled masterfully by designer Natasha
Katz). Fused with the prolonged stillness of
the bodies slumped over tables like so many
forgotten corpses, the play’s dead-end
saloon — Harry Hope’s, if you can stomach
the irony — became this netherworld of lost
souls trapped for eternity. Brian Dennehy,
as disillusioned anarchist Larry Slade, held
court with the weary sneer of a cynic who,
despite his jaundiced view of life, still can’t
let it go, while as his opposite number, the
salesman Hickey, Nathan Lane strutted and
crowed with the unrelenting bonhomie of the
born huckster. Lane’s musical-comedy roots served
him well in this dramatic role, creating a foundation of
good humor and charm for the beloved Hickey not unlike that of
The Music Man’s charismatic con man, Harold Hill. (Indeed, as
Lane spilled his character’s grim secret, | had a flash of this
Iceman as a bleak, alternate-universe sequel to that musical.)
The strong acting throughout — with Stephen Ouimette’s alter-
nately blistering and pitiable turn as Harry Hope worth special
mention — and the meticulous design and technical work made
this the kind of ambitious, uncompromising treatment of a
heavyweight drama that isn’t seen much anymore — certainly not
in Austin, at least on that scale.

BY ROBERT

FAIRES

But if that trip to the Goodman left me thinking of the dif-
ferences between theatre there and theatre here, subsequent
productions brought me closer to home. Lookingglass Theatre
Company (regional Tony, 2011) premiered a haunting musical,
Eastland, that took audiences inside one of the worst mari-
time disasters in U.S. history: the capsizing of a steamship
in the Chicago River that resulted in the loss of 844 lives,
many of them women and children. It was, without question,
a tale drawn from that city’s past, but in its telling, | caught
echoes of Austin. Scenic designer Dan Ostling’s bare stage,
with its thick wooden planks and trap doors, called to mind
the sets for Paper Chairs’ Machinal and Baal, and some of
director Amanda Dehnert’s striking images — such as dripping
wet clothes suspended in air to represent the dead pulled
from the river — shared the theatrical punch of those conjured
by, say, Dustin Wills and Dave Steakley. And the performers
boasted the musical expertise and emotional power that I've
long associated with actors at Zach Theatre. Similarly, in the
drama My Kind of Town, TimeLine Theatre Company investi-
gated a genuine Chicago scandal — the use of torture by
police to coerce confessions — and while you might not find a
comparable story on a local stage, the intimacy of the space
and intensity of the acting were the kind you find in theatres
all across Austin. We may have a long way to go to catch
Chicago in terms of numbers, not to mention in terms of
Tonys, but | came home from this trip seeing Austin as much
closer to the Second City in spirit and theatrical sensibility
than I'd previously imagined.

My kind of town, indeed. |

Gathering Voices

BERNICE L. MCFADDEN AT THE AFRICAN

AMERICAN BOOK FESTIVAL

By Sarah Smith

As fiction-writing camps go, historical nov-
elists usually pitch their tents pretty far
away from the magical realists. But every
once in a great while, the twain meet, high-
lighting the fantastical elements of things
that really happened. Bernice L. McFadden’s
Gathering of Waters announces itself as one
of these rare books right away: The novel’s
speaker isn’'t Emmitt Till, the African-
American boy whose 1955 murder at the
hands of two white men prompted redou-
bled attention to the outrageously brutal
treatment of blacks. Nor is the story told by
Esther, the ghostly spirit of a whore who
inhabits bodies at will and drives them to
evil. Instead, the speaker is the town of
Money, Mississippi, itself, splitting the dif-
ference between historical material and
otherworldly elements.

When asked how
she arrived at such
an unusual choice,
McFadden says,
“When | started
writing the story, |
wasn’t really clear
on who the narrator was, and | kept writing,
but it wasn’t ringing authentic to me, and |
felt as if it was really struggling. So | walked
away from the story for a few months and
just thought about it and finally | just asked,
‘Well, | don’t know who’s telling the story;
who'’s telling the story?’ And what came was
the town Money. ‘I am Money. Money,
Mississippi.” That was the first line that came
to me when | finally asked the question. So it
really wasn’t a conscious decision to mix the
two; it just happened that way.” Voicing the

COURTESY OF ERIC PAYNE

Bernice L. McFadden

narrative through the town where family histo-
ries overlap and hauntings are common
allows for a scope much larger than that of
the standard multigenerational family saga.
McFadden emphasizes that the choices she
makes in writing serve the narrative first and
foremost, rather than attending to prescribed
notions of style or genre: “When | teach, |
always tell my students that, for me, writing is
more about emotion and feeling than it is
about intellect. Everybody works differently;
everybody has a different process. For me, it’s
just pure emotion. It’s such a spiritual act for
me. People go to church; | go to my stories.”
Such admirable devotion sometimes clash-
es with the wills of publishers and PR teams,
however. After entreating her former publisher
to help her cross over to a broader audience
(“l kept being told, ‘Let’s get the black audi-
ence first.” What kind of ridiculous response
is that?”), she set out on her own in 2009,
initiating discussions with book bloggers to
whom her work was seldom marketed.
“Because as a white woman or a white
man, maybe when you walk into the bookstore,
you didn’t go into that black section. Because

it's the African-American section, and what
that basically says is, ‘This is not for you. It’s
only for black folk.” So they didn’t even go into
that section. But now, from the safety of the
train or your own home, you can download any
book you want! You can peruse different
genres safely and discover these stories that
publishers were not marketing to you.” Such
openness is well-suited to Gathering of Waters,
which insists that our actions, right and wrong,
throw us forward, shadowing our futures in
unpredictable capacities.

Though ebooks open up broader reading
possibilities, McFadden doesn’t see them as
a wholly new venue for writers working out-
side the scope of publishing houses, but
rather a continuation of the self-publishing
tradition: “A lot of self-published authors
before digital books, they sold their books
out of the trunk of their car, they set up a
stand on the corner, and the new corner is
the Internet.” |

Austin’s African American Book Festival takes place
Saturday, June 23, 10am-4pm, at the Carver Museum

and Cultural Center, 1165 Angelina; Bernice L. McFadden
speaks at 2pm. See www.aabookfest.org for full lineup.
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Alchemies
of Anatomy

Choreographer-performer
Rosalyn Nasky has a
penchant for details

BY JONELLE SEITZ

Rosalyn Nasky is 5 feet 8 inches tall. In her
solo piece “Found It,” performed as part of
Co-Lab’s Solo Show last July, she wore 5-inch
shimmering gold heels. With her back to the
audience, feet tensed, shoulder blades flexed,
and back slightly arched, her arms pushed
against the 2-foot-tall tree stump on which
she was sitting, raising her inches above it.
To the pop song “Drop It Low” by Ester
Dean, she struggled to find footing in the
wood’s minute ledges and crannies as it
wobbled ever so slightly, the severe glimmer
of the man-made shoes contrasting against
rough cedar. Slowly, she raised herself atop
the stump, dropping down into a squat again,
pencil-skirted rear in the air, before unfold-
ing to a cumulative height of around 8 feet or
so. Smiling, she turned to face the audience
and grooved to the beat for a minute. Then
she straightened, and the song was replaced
by the sound of whistling wind. A calmer,
open look replaced her smile, and she took a
breath, looking out as if towering above the
clouds. (A video of the performance can be
seen online at www.vimeo.com/30051187.)

In “Found It,” the climb suggests progres-
sion through levels of awareness, from car-

Brian Pettey and
Rosalyn Nasky perform
“Poet’s Love”

nal to cerebral to one-with-nature, and to
Nasky — as a 27-year-old performer-choreog-
rapher — physical struggle is a way of life.
The summer before her senior year at Cedar
Park High School, she decided to repudiate
five years of dedication to the school’s
Celebrities dance team in favor of evening
classes at Ballet Austin’s firehouse studios,
despite the fact that she hadn’t set foot in a
ballet class since the sixth grade. Though
she has the deliciously long limbs, flexibility,
and graceful lines required for ballet, her
height was no doubt a challenge - the taller
your body, the more difficult it is to wrangle,
and the stronger your muscles must be —and
she had missed five years of essential study.
Nevertheless, when Nasky reminisces about
that year, she refers to the struggles not with
muscle pain, soreness, and sweat, but with
“a lot of information.” It’s as if, to her, physi-
cal struggle and intellectual struggle are not
exactly distinct things.

Though she continued to study ballet and
contemporary dance at the University of
Texas and Marymount Manhattan College,
in 2008, Bikram yoga took the place of ballet
class as her method of daily conditioning.
Bikram yoga, in case you don’t know, is what
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many of us would call torture: In a room
heated and humidified to near-suffocating
levels, you hold excruciating postures for
long periods of time, and the teacher may
simply count down the time or bark remind-
ers to try harder. You do this for 90 minutes,
sweating buckets. Naturally, I asked Nasky
what on earth she liked about it. “It’s some-
thing about the way you feel afterwards, the
changes — you’re sort of functioning on a day-
to-day basis, which I like,” she says. She has
also increased flexibility in her spine and has
found herself matching the slowness that
Bikram requires: “Maybe I just have a slow
internal beat or mechanism.” In 2009, Nasky
became a certified Bikram instructor, and
today she teaches at Yogagroove in North
Austin. (I doubt she barks, though.)

To enjoy Bikram yoga, you have to do
something besides just hold the poses and
wait for them to be over. You have to spend
the time making intrinsic, minute adjust-
ments in your body, pushing and pulling and
experimenting. With regard to the reflexive
quality of the dancer’s tool, the body, I won-
der if Nasky’s height and lankness also con-
tribute to her focus on intrinsic movement:
By necessity, isn’t she always moving a bit
more than stockier types, making minor
involuntary shifts to keep her body erect?
But a direct, somewhat grotesque interest in
anatomy is also behind works like her
“Temple” (2008), in which tiny
anatomical details were magni-
fied and contorted, becoming
the purpose rather than side
effects of a larger movement.
“Iremember doing this Bikram
challenge [60 classes in 60 days]
where I lost a lot of weight,”
she explains, “and seeing dif-
ferent muscles and bones and
stuff kind of interested me.
Getting to see the anatomy is
in and of itself interesting, if
it’s shown artistically.”

For me, “Temple” — performed to music
commissioned from Tom Benton - was dif-
ficult to watch. It was gothic and sharp-
edged, and the contortions of Nasky’s fin-
gers and her jutting rib cage assaulted my
ballet-bred aesthetic. But sitting across
from me at Dominican Joe’s, wearing muted
colors and sipping a matching pale-green
iced tea, Nasky seems nothing like the per-
former in “Temple.” She answers my ques-
tions in a quiet, girlish voice, glancing at a
notecard, and says it’s nothing when I acci-
dentally kick her long legs under the table
repeatedly. She says she never wears high
heels. She’s too polite even to say the word
“prostitute.” Instead, she refers to a streak
of fascination with “women that wear heels
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Rosalyn Nasky

for a living, if you know what I mean -
those ladies,” when we discuss her use of
such heels, which she’ll also wear in the
new work she will perform at this year’s Big
Range Austin Dance Festival.

At the cafe, she’s just run into Brian
Pettey, the baritone with whom she collabo-
rated on “Poet’s Love” (which premiered
last June in a concert produced by
Ready|Set|Go!, was shown again at BRADF
2011, and recently won an Austin Critics
Table award for outstanding short dance
work). In “Poet’s Love,” Nasky (barefoot)
and Pettey stood less than 4 feet from each
other, along with keyboardist Rick Rowley,
as they performed Robert Schumann’s
“Dichterliebe” song cycle. Not moving from
her spot, Nasky seemed to respond directly
to the timbres of Pettey’s voice, allowing
ripples and twitches in her muscles to fol-
low through into waves of movement and
gesture. Her body seemed both driven and
constrained by the dynamic of the music
itself, as if this separate thing called “chore-
ography” didn’t exist.

In placing herself side-by-side with Pettey,
who is also an energetic, intense performer,
Nasky hoped to find “something between.”
Watching the piece, I found that, while my
attention struggled not to split early on, by
the end the competition was alleviated - as if
the piece had taught me how to experience
the whole. Nasky’s gestures,
both illustrations of and non
sequiturs to the lyrics, made for
a dynamic, fresh experience of
the music. When discussing her
work with me, Nasky takes care
to avoid the intentional fallacy:
She qualifies her meanings and
experiences as being solely her
own. “I really like things that
audience members can sort of
pick out and find and try to put
together to make meaning for
themselves. My brother” - the
actor and playwright Evan Nasky, whose wis-
dom has taken up a special place in her mind
since his death in March - “once gave me a
really good tip about always trusting the
audience’s intelligence to make the meaning
of the work. So you can let it be really — I
don’t know if bizarre is the right word - but
open, and not give a whole lot away.”

Perhaps it is that bit of space and freedom
- derived from slowness and an allowance to
be bizarre - that makes Nasky identify as a
“performer” rather than a “dancer.” She
sees her work somewhere between perfor-
mance art and dance, a cross-section where
she finds other artists using “a lot of move-
ment, but it’s really smart movement. Not
just dance for the sake of dancing. So it’s

Perhaps it is that bit of space and freedom — derived from
slowness and an allowance to be bizarre — that makes Nasky
identify as a “performer’ rather than a “dancer.” She sees
her work somewhere between performance art and dance,

a cross-section where she finds other artists using “a lot of
movement, but it's really smart movement.”
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pared down and thought out.” But the use
of her highly trained body as her tool and
her focus on music-driven movement make
her, for me, undeniably a dancer — and an
enthralling one at that.

To date, she has choreographed works
only for herself and collaborating musicians,
exceptforacollegeassignmentat Marymount
for which she choreographed a trio. Before
making that dance, which involved “a lot of
running and jumping” to recorded music by
the Balanescu Quartet, she had planned to
audition for contemporary dance compa-
nies. But after getting feedback on the trio,
she experienced a new thrill: “I remember
just feeling really good about what I created,
that piece, better than I've ever felt about
my own dancing in something.” After gradu-
ation she returned to Austin, initially to
regroup, but the subsequent permanent
move to New York kept getting delayed.

Musicians and composers she has worked
with, in addition to Pettey and Rowley on
“Poet’s Love” and Benton on “Temple,”
include the percussionist Owen Weaver —
most recently on a breathtaking little piece
called “A Watched Pot” (created for BRADF
2010; see it at www.vimeo.com/12925917). In the
work, Nasky (barefoot and aproned), liter-
ally watches the pots - which are also
Weaver’s instruments — before bursting into
passionate flingings across the stage. At the
end, she recovers the stillness, but retains
the tension in a slow dance with Weaver.

“..a HILARIOUS.TEXAS -SIZED TALE'"

—Austin Amerlcan-Statesman
q—- -

By Horton Foote

“...DEEPLY FUNNY...

Foote's gaze is focused with satiric
sharpness!” —7he New York Times

FINAL 2 WEEKS!

That piece also used a composition by
Steven Snowden, who will perform onstage
with Nasky in Program A of this year’s
BRADEF. Called “Land of the Living,” the
piece, Nasky says, reflects the performers’
common interest in “small things in the
natural world making big sounds” and
aims to mesh the indoor and outdoor as “a
confluence of two worlds or two energies
existing at once.” In the piece that pre-
miered earlier this month at Houston’s Big
Range Dance Festival, Nasky wears spike
heels and embodies an insect-like figure,
while Snowden plays an unusual instru-
ment: a cactus.

Nasky’s work to date pegs her as a per-
former-choreographer; because her own
intense, unique physical experience is
instrumental in her creations, her work
seems inextricable from her own perfor-
mance of it. But, Nasky says, she’d love to
choreograph for other performers: “I think
it would probably be a really cool experi-
ence, actually, to see what I'm trying to say
on someone else’s body, because I think it
would make me go deeper into what I'm try-
ing to say. I really want to do a duet with
Mariclaire Gamble” — a fellow tall, lanky
dancer who is also a folksy singer.

Yes, please. I want to see that. |

“Land of the Living” will be performed as part
of Spank Dance Company’s Big Range Austin Dance
Festival, Program A, Friday-Saturday, June 22-23, 8pm,
at Salvage Vanguard Theater, 2803 Manor Rd. For infor-
mation, visit www.spankdance.com/festival.html.

[M: 80z Beckham, Barbara Chisholm and Elissa Castles. Photo: KirkTuck.com

The Gordon family returns home and
makes pettiness an art form as they
tangle over inheritances!

TALKBACK: With Horton Foote expert
Dr. Marion Castleberry this Friday, 6/22

ZaCH
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TICKETS START AT $25...BUY TODAY!
zachtheatre.org or 512-476-0541 x1

MAY 5-JULY 22, 2012

JAMAL CYRUS ¢ WILL HENRY - JEFFWI{.LIHMS

ALSO ON VIEW Amie Siegel: Black Moon

COLLECTION SELECTIONS :
THE BARRETT COLLECTION

ON VIEW THROUGH AUGUST 12, 2012

FILM: THE UNKNOWN

Friday, June 22 | 7:30Pm | Laguna Gloria

AMOA-Arthouse, Alamo Drafthouse, and Austin Classical
Guitar Society present the 1927 silent masterpiece The Unknawn
starring Lon Chaney Sr. and Joan Crawford. Live music by Les
Freres Meduses and virtuoso violinist William Fedkenheuer will
accompany the screening.

Tickets $50 // $45 AMOA-Arthouse & ACGS members
Food & wine included. Available at drafthouse.com/austin

MONTHLY ROOFTOP
MEMBERS’ LOUNGE

Wednesday, June 27 | 8-10:30pm | The Jones Center

Grab a blanket, some take-out dinner, and a couple of friends,
then head over to the Jones Center rooftop to enjoy delicious
drinks from Dripping Spings Vodka and Magner’s Irish Cider-all
with a skyline view!

Presented by CultureMap Austin.

FREE for AMOA-Arthouse members // $10 for non-members

For more info about exhibitions and public programs visit amoa-arthouse.org

The Jones Center
700 Congress Avenue
Austin, TX 78701

Laguna Gloria
3809 W. 35th Street
Austin, TX 78703

AVIOL

rthous

IMAGES: Jeff Williams, installation image of Texas Prize 2012, courtesy of the artist

David Bates, Female Head - J.B. 1,2002, Painted plaster, steel, and wood 41 1/2 x 20 x 19 inches, Collection of w
AMOA-Arthouse, The Barrett Collection, Dallas, Texas, gift of the Dallas Museum of Art ART WORKS,
AMOA-Arthouse is funded in part by museum trustees, members, and patrons. Additional support is provided by the i A
City of Austin through the Cultural Arts Division, The Texas Commission on the Arts, and the National Endowment for K S
the Arts, which believes that a great nation deserves great art.
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EXHIBITIONISM

Dividing
the Estate
Zach Theatre Kleberg Stage,
1421 W. Riverside, 476-0541
www.zachtheatre.org
Through July 1
Running time: 2 hr., 15 min.
You could be forgiven
for assuming that you were
just out sick the day that
Dividing the Estate was taught
in school. With the play’s
legendary author, pedigree
(it received a Tony nomina-
tion for Best Play during its
Broadway run), and old-fash-
ioned presentation and tone,
it’s virtually indistinguishable
from the sort of familiar
American plays that high
school drama class shelves are full of.
Horton Foote’s comedy, set in late-1980s
Texas, is about a family preparing for the inev-
itable passing of its ailing matriarch, Stella
Gordon (Marijane Vandivier). Some members
want to see the family estate split among
the three children and several grandchildren,
while others support Stella’s vision to never
see the land and home on which they’ve lived
broken up. It sounds like a familiar plot, but
the production history on Dividing the Estate
is light: a brief run in New Jersey in 1989,
then a gap of 20 years before Broadway
picked up on it and the play subsequently
began making the regional theatre rounds.
The familiarity in Dividing the Estate can
be comforting, though, especially when its
setting lends the proceedings the chance for
some easy gags at the expense of Eighties
style and East Texas excess. (Barbara
Chisholm, dressed in full suburban Houston
grotesque, leads the big-haired charge as

Inheritance Tex: (seated, I-r)
Elissa Castles, Barbara Chisholm,
Audrey Henderson; (standing)
David Jarrott

the urbane sister, Mary Jo.
Full disclosure: She is mar-
ried to Chronicle Arts Editor
Robert Faires.) There are a
lot of things an audience can
find to appreciate in Zach
Theatre’s production: It has
strong anchoring performanc-
es from Janelle Buchanan

as the level-headed sister
Lucille and Joey Hood as fam-
ily bookkeeper Son. There's
funny, scene-stealing act-
ing from Chisholm, as well
as Audrey Henderson and
Elissa Castles, who play her
daughters. Foote’s script

is comfy and packed with
over-the-top characters, and
Cliff Simon’s set effectively
conjures a staid, antique-
filled East Texas mansion. The production’s
eye for detail ensures that the magazines in
the living room are from 1987 and the Sony
Walkman onstage looks new.

Still, there are a lot of empty calories to
Dividing the Estate that help explain why a
work by a playwright as celebrated as Foote
went largely unproduced for decades. A
subplot surrounding the family’s African-
American servants fails to resonate, the
play’s major conflict revolves around out-
dated aspects of inheritance tax law, and the
protagonists’ greed and selfishness plays to
the audience’s superiority complex. Dividing
the Estate is set up as a crowd-pleaser, and
given the Zach production’s indulgence of the
script’s excesses and the cast’s sharp tim-
ing, audiences are likely to be pleased. But if
the play’s pedigree left you looking for a clas-
sic — rather than a slight, somewhat dated
comedy — even a dazzling production won’t
help you find it. - Dan Solomon

MONL MHIY 40 ASILUNOD

Three Tall Women

Austin Community College Gallery Theatre,
1212 Rio Grande, 223-3245
www.austincc.edu/drama

Through June 24

Running time: 2 hr.
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One life, three angles, (I-r): Gricelda Silva,
Peg Patrone, Katheryn Smaczniak

Written by Edward Albee after his mother’s
death, Three Tall Women begins with an old
woman complaining of her ailments. With her
is a nurse in her middle years and a young
woman sent from the attorney’s office. The
old woman’s memory and body are failing
— with frequent and urgent trips to the bath-
room punctuating her faulty reminiscences.
The nurse deals with it with as much patience
as she can muster. The youngest woman is
wide-eyed, taking in this unpleasant evidence
of mortality.

In time, the conversation shifts abruptly.
The old woman suffers a stroke, and what
then follows is a trio on the nature of aging
and dying from three women who embody
three radically different periods from a single
person’s life. Albee’s writing, in what’s gen-
erally acknowledged to be one of his finest
plays, is profound in its ability to simultane-
ously capture not only different ages but also
the different realities and beliefs that exist
across time in the same person.

Bloody Bloody

Andrew Jackson

Blue Theatre, 916 Springdale,
800/838-3006

Through July 1

Running time: 2 hr.

No matter which side of the
aisle you sit on, let’s be hon-
est: We're all frustrated that
our Congress won't pass a
goddamned thing. Personally, |
wish that the president would
don some skinny jeans and eye-
liner, pull a Bowie knife out of
his belt, leap onto his desk in
the Oval Office, and howl, “I've
got some federal Metamucil to unclog
Washington!” Because that’s what Andrew
Jackson did.

Or, rather, that’s what he does onstage
in the Doctuh Mistuh Productions staging
of Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson. This
wrist-slicing rock & roll populist ain’t the
19th century president you know from
those bills in your wallet (20 bucks to
those who know which bill). This Jackson
is gonna put it in you — democracy, that is.

The rock musical, which had success-
ful off-Broadway and Broadway runs in
2009 and 2010, follows the complicated
historical legacy of our seventh President,
from his rough-and-tumble Tennessee
childhood to his violent tenure as Florida’s
first governor to his ultra-creepy relation-
ship with wife Rachel, and his “fuck you”
attitude toward the 1% — | mean, elite
federalist Washington. Portraying Jackson
as a Keith Richards-type rock star is a
brilliant move by Alex Timbers (book) and
Michael Friedman (music and lyrics); the
crowd thinks he’s fuckin’ cool, but back-
stage, he’s kind of a douche bag. We love
Jackson for claiming the southern half of
the country, but we hate him for killing
some 10,000 Indians to do it.

As Jackson, David Gallagher woos men
and women alike with his dark voice, sexy
smile, and well-sculpted face (not to men-

Rock the vote: David Gallagher’s Andrew Jackson
(center) leads his political par-tay

tion the ultra-tight pants). The actor turns
his energy level to “11,” and the rest of the
ensemble rises to meet him there, thanks
in part to excellent vocal direction and stag-
ing from prolific musical master Michael
McKelvey, who miraculously managed to
squeeze two guitarists and 15 actors onto
the Blue Theatre’s intimate stage. Nearly
everyone plays three, or five, or eight dif-
ferent roles, but the actors’ versatility and
Glenda Barnes’ effective costuming render
transitions seamless. | particularly loved
the menacing gang of be-ruffled politi-
cians, especially Jose Villarreal's one-eyed
Henry Clay and Joey Banks’ pasty, Twinkie-
popping Martin Van Buren.

Honestly, my only beef with this other-
wise thrilling production was the unfor-
tunate, perhaps inevitable, issue of big
sound in a little place. Designers Andrew
Cannata, Joel Mercado-See, and McKelvey
succeeded in eliminating mic feedback
and tried heroically to equalize the room,
but man, was it loud. If you have sensitive
ears, you may consider preparing for it as
you would for a rock concert.

Ultimately, though, Bloody Bloody
Andrew Jackson rocked my socks off.
Maybe one day we’ll see the 44th com-
mander-in-chief in his very own musical —
called, perhaps, Barack Star.

- Jillian Owens

In the Austin Community College
Department of Drama’s production, the
second act is more engaging — once the
whole concept becomes clear. The first act
brings a necessary understanding of the old
woman’s history, but the second allows for
a more direct conversation about what it is
to age, how we change over the years, and if
it's even possible for a young person to truly
know her own thoughts and beliefs, untested
as they are by time.

Given that the play is not only titled Three
Tall Women but also contains references in
the dialogue to how tall the women are, and
to how short their husband was in compari-
son director Marcus McQuirter has made
a peculiar choice in casting Gricelda Silva
as the youngest woman. Though a very fine
actor who gives a solid performance here,
Silva is quite possibly the shortest adult
actor currently working in Austin. It's sur-
prising that McQuirter couldn’t find some-
one equally capable but taller (I'd settle for

anywhere over five feet) to play a 26-year-
old woman.

Performing Albee is difficult in part
because the dialogue is almost but not exact-
ly realistic, and discovering a good balance
between playing the words and the ideas
behind them is challenging. One gets the
sense from the production that no decision
was made about how exactly to take on the
language, and the cast is left hanging without
a firm commitment to a single vision.

At the same time, ACC’s presentation
of Three Tall Women reaches deep to bring
out what understanding it can. Actors Peg
Patrone, Katheryn Smaczniak, and Silva play
with and against one another well. Laura Del
Villaggio’'s costume designs subtly comple-
ment the characters as their stories unfold.
What emerges from the performance is a
complicated resolution at the end of a contra-
dictory life, and the unsettling suggestion that
neither blame nor love is absolute.

- Elizabeth Cobbe
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INNOVATIVE

Naturally, since it was at the W Hotel, my partner-in-
crime Jacki Oh and | dressed in chic cocktail wear for the
preparty for the Dell Social Innovation Awards last
Tuesday night. Forgetting that we were among a more
tech-oriented crowd than | typically run with, | wore a
faaabulous bright, vintage white linen suit that | inherited
from Seabrook Jones via my old friend (and former col-
umn photographer) Bob Sherman (thank you, Bob, even
though you had no idea | wore your suit ...). Paired with a
black lace shirt of my own design and acres of turquoise
jewelry, the suit looked very glam. Jacki was resplendent
in a Sixties-inspired go-go dress, with brilliantly colored
waves of flat sequins. Newly platinum blonde, Jacki turns
heads wherever she goes. We both stuck out like dazzling
sore thumbs. The Dell Awards are given to nonprofits
across the world. The Moody Theater was packed, and the
presentations were genuinely inspired — from a non-elec-
tric water filter that takes the arsenic out of the water in
Bangladesh to a polymer binding agent that encases vac-
cines, enabling them to survive without refrigeration and
therefore serve hundreds of remote locations without elec-
tricity. There was even an award for an electrical generator
that runs on the methane generated by human waste. The
winning project is from Essmart Global, which helps the
thousands of mom-and-pop stores across India carry use-
ful items like LED lanterns instead of the unsafe, yet still
typical kerosene lamps. With hosts and judges that includ-
ed the Vice President of Corporate Social Responsibility at
Dell, Trisa Thompson; active investor, civic leader, and
philanthropist Tommy Meredith (and his always gorgeous
wife Lynn); Dell Social Innovation Challenge Executive
Director, Suzi Sosa; chairman and CEO of Silverback
Enterprise Group, Jack McDonald; dean Robert
Hutchings of the Lyndon B. Johnson School of
Public Affairs at UT; and Andi Secull, founder and
president of the Helping Other People
Everywhere Campaign and HOPE Events,
Inc., | was awestruck — inspired by seeing
the future happen before my very eyes
(and dinner at Trace at the W was sub-
lime). Post-event, Jacki and | caught up
with the delightful Billy and Melanie
McLeroy, owners of Taurus doggie day
care, and lingered long into the evening
bonding and trading secrets at Taverna.
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BY STEPHEN

LE CIRQUE

| received an absolutely lovely invitation to take a backstage tour down in the
bowels of the Frank Erwin Center to view the backstage machinations behind
Cirque du Soleil’s sold-out, one-night-only event, Michael Jackson: The
Immortal World Tour (thank you, Lisa Newton!). What we saw was truly fasci-
nating: gorgeous costume design and construction; staggering wigs; the chimp
mask for Bubbles (authentically creepy!); and the hundreds of trunks of jaw-
dropping makeup, accessories, headwear, and stage equipment. We attended
the Spotlight preparty and were then ushered to our seats. Was it the
very best Cirque I've ever seen? No. Was it an eye-popping, ear-
splitting extravaganza? Hell. Yes. The dancers, contortionists,
and aerialists were signature Cirque, but the story of MJ was
told in an abstract and vaguely confusing series of graph-
ics, quotes, and songs. We saw remarkably little of
Michael Jackson himself, but many diverse allusions to
his iconic stature and signature moves. Mildly flawed but
ultimately riveting.

Left: Tommy Meredith (L) with two
members of the winning Essmart
team, Trisa Thompson, and Suzi Sosa,
with the $50,000 Grand Prize for
Social Innovation.

Top right: One of the ethereally

lit Cirque du Soleil costumes (LED

of course) in front of the bank of
chargers worn to power the costumes.

ew Much More

SEWING MACHINES * FABRICS « CLASSES
3010 West Anderson Ln @ Shoal Creek
452-3166 www.sewaustin.com

Write to our Style Avatar with your related events, news,
and hautey bits: style@austinchronicle.com or
PO Box 49066, Austin, TX 78765.

SOUTH AUSTIN
COMMUNITY

ACUPUNCTURE

$15 - 835
i SLIDING SCALE

SUPPORTING HEALTH
BUILDING COMMUNITY

(512)707-8330

acupunctureworldheadguarters.com

DRIPFIMNG SPRIMGS VODIKA PRESENTS

N I'GHT Mﬁs‘ FOUTH PasT STRIET

AFTER PARTY AT |1FB AT THE WOLITEAD LOUMGE WITH
CHRIST AR B a.u[-.ru} WELATORS

S01ANLS IWVTINIVA A SOLOH

GOODIE BAG, 20% OFF ALL PURCHASES & MORE!

PARTY PERFECT WOMEN'S WORKSHOPS

7/1 FELLATIO 101 - BLOW HIM AWAY

NOW OFFERING GIRLS NIGHT IN
PRIVATE PARTIES!

INCLUDES POLE DANCING/STRIP TEASE CLASS

JUST ARRIVED!

NEW SHIPMENT OF CORSETS, WE-VIBES,
FUN FACTORY TOYS AND UBERLUBE!

www.forbiddenfruit.com

53-8090 for more info/enroll ¢